
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



> 






.r 



« 



3TXA 



fet' 3 - j^ ' 



,_J 



'i4lirr4*f4^- 



T 






.s 



3TXA 

*1/ ^ / 



A 

SKETCH OF A TOUR 

ON THE 

CONTINENT, 

IN THE YEARS 1786 AND 1787, 



J Y 



JAMES EDWARD SMITH, M.D. F.R.S. 

MEMBER OF THE ROYAL ACADEMlfiS OF TURIN» 

UPSALy STOCKHOLM, LISBON^ &C. &C. 

PRESIDENT OF THE LINNJEAN SOCISTT. 



IN THREE VOLUMES. 
VOL. I. 



*' Italy is only a fine well-known academy figure, from which 
we all fit down to make drawings, according as the light fallsy and 
•ur owA feat afibrdt opportunity." 

Mrs, Pioxxi's Travels^ vol. i. a88. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, BT J. DATXS ; SOLS BY 
B, AND J. WHITE, FLEET-STREET*^ > -^ ^^ 



1793. 




1 



THE NS'.V YOSK 

PUBLIC UMK.i,^: 

A3TOR, «.JNOX 
TILDEN FOUNDAr-".\ 







T O 



Wm. YOUNGE, m.d. f.l. s. 



OF SHEFFIELD. 



X O you my friend, my compa- 
nion in mpft of the fcenes de- 
fcribed in thefe volumes, as well 
as in feveral other of the more 
delightful and inftruftive fituations 
of my life, a formal Dedication, 
would be as unpleafant to receive 
A3 - as 
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as it would be for me to write. 
My defign in this addrefs is not to 
folicit from you that indulgence 
which you have ever fliewn, un- 
alked and unreftrained, to all that 
came from me; neither is it to 
deck out in the garb of compli- 
ment fentiments with which I truft 
you are already well acquainted in 
the fimplicity of truth, I merely 
take an opportunity of -comme- 
morating that friendfhip which I 
have long tried, and hope I ftiall 
never ceafe to value, and which 
fo confiderably augmented the 
pleafures and advantages of a long 
journey, a rock on which more 
boafted attachments have fc«ne- 

timeg 
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times Iplit. That it may continue 
unimpaired through the great 
journey of life, is the fincere de- 
fire of 

Your very faithful friend. 



J. E. SMITH. 



London, 
November 1793* 
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PREFACE. 



^O many tours on the Continent, fo 
many defcriptions of Italy, have been 
laid before the public at different times, 
that it may feem prefumptuous or im- 
pertinent to add to the heap. Yet per- 
haps this very circumftance may be 
encouraging to a young author. He 
may juf^ly flatter himfelf that even the 
gleanings of a field which has afforded 
fo many rich harvefls, may be highly 
worthy of attention, efpecially as feme 
of thofe harvefls have been rather 
carelefsly gathered, and even their pro- 
fufion evinces the riches that have been 
left behind. 

*' Italy," 
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** Italy," fays Mrs. Piozzi, " is a fine 
well-known academy figure, fiom wbic^ 
we all (it down to make drawings, ac- 
cording as the light falls, and our own 
feat affords opportunity." In purfuance 
of this idea, it may be added, that no 
delineator has yet finifhed a perfeft re- 
prefentation of this fine figure, in which 
its outline, its proportions and its cha* 
rafter are alike well expreffed. The aims 
indeed of its obfervers, as well as theii* 
opportunities, have been different. Some 
have attempted a portrait of its counter 
nance, others of its limbs, while a dif- 
ferent fet have fpeculated on the marble 
of which it is compofed. Many have 
relied on the erroneous fl^etches of per* 
fons who have gone before them, while 
neither have perhaps feen more than a 
tranfient refledion of the flatue in fome 
faithlefs mirror. Some have defcribed,. 
as an efliential part of this noble figure, 
the dirt with which others had befpat- 
tered it ; and fome have thought they 
had obtained a fortunate Gtuation for 
feeing it in perfedion, while their eye 

could 
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cx>uld take in no more tliaa the protu^* 
berance of its he^L 

The authcxr of the prefent attempt is • 
confeiou$ it is eafier to perceive the 
faults of others,, than to avoid original 
errors, of one's own, and wherever he 
has Ibugbt ol^ a new path,, he hopes, to 
be correSed hereafter with the fame 
honefty of intention, with which he has 
endeavoured to correft thofe who have 
preceded him in the more frequented 
tracks. Even in thofe too \x is aware 
that much, ftill remains to encourage 
new^ adventurers, and that he hiiaafelf 
ma)r fbnd in as much need of carre£lion 
as thofe who have gone befibrc him. If 
every writer were an accurate jiJidge of 
his own merits, there would certainly* be 
much fiewer books written; but many 
ufeful^ though not firtt-rate attempte 
would by that means be fuppreifed. 
Few perfons would have courage toitake 
up the pen if they had no more ele- 
vated- hc^ than juft to ^ep themfelves 

"■ Above tbe -limks of a wigstr^ fiite." ^ 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely any good things are done in 
this world without a portion of enthu- 
iiafm. Human endeavours would ftag- 
nate, even in the beft undertakings, 
without fomething in view which the 
mind cannot exa6lly meafure, and the 
hope of reaching which, perhaps, its 
cooler judgment would not by any means 
authorize. Yet we are led on from one 
attempt to another, and the happieft man 
is he that has the greateft number of 
commendable purfuits. He may call 
them toils, and cares, and troubles, but 
thty are the feafoning of life's banquet, 
which would be altogether infipid with- 
out them. Although many people there- 
fore every day maie books by a fort of 
manual labour, with other motives be- 
fore them than what can properly be 
called literary fame, few perfons really 
undertake to write one without the faf- 
cinating piflure of a laurel wreath before 
their eyes. 

The followi^pg fheets have been coio- 
pofed with fo flight a gliropfe of thia. 

laurel 
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laurel wreath, that they have been very 
near not making their appearance at alL 
The journey they defcribe was perform- 
ed fome time fmce, and was undertaken 
with a view to felf-inftruftion, rather 
than the information of others. It is not 
till after re-confidering the fubjeft, and 
comparing his own lights with thofe of 
other people, that the author has ventur- 
ed to expofe them to pubhc view. 
" The perfuafion of kind friends,*' that 
common apology of really or affetiedly 
diffident writers, ought here, perhaps, in 
due form to be urged ; but that is a very 
bad apology for a bad work, as it is only 
throwing the load of confcious unworthi- 
nefs upon others. If a man feels his 
performance to be not deftitute of merit, 
let him hazard it on its own ground, and 
publilh it becaufe he modeftly hopes it 
may be acceptable to the world, whether 
his friends have countenanced that hope 
or not. 

Having fo far explained the general 
reafons of the prefent undertaking, much 

remains 
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remains to be faid relative to the parti- 
culars of its executicMn. 

As to the form of compofition, the 
moft fimple and natural has been thought 
to be that of a journal. That of letters 
indeed might have been adopted, with- 
out fo great a violation of truth as they 
are fometimes publifhed with, for fome 
of this work has been compofed from 
letters, aftually written to the author's 
friends, arid fince compared with his 
own journal. Tlie bulk of it however 
was hot fo written, and therefore con- 
fiderable new arran2:ement of the mate-r 
rials muft have taken place» in order to 
give the entire work an epiftolary form ; 
at leaft to have given the letters an air 
of probability and originaHty, without 
which they are the moft tedious and dif- 
gufting of all kinds of writing. The 
general motive for a traveller's publifh* 
ing his obfervations in letters, feems to 
be a fort of culpable diffidence. He 
thinks he mayfeem to fay things to a 
friendi and to fay them in a ftyle, which 

it 
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it would be indecorous to addrefs point« 
blank to the public. This is a miftake* 
Whatever is proper for the public to 
fee at all, is proper to be addreffed to it, 
and it is an affront to fuppofe the con- 
trary. Another inftaiice of falfe deli- 
cacy is the writing a man's own hiilory 
in the third perfon, by which the intereft 
of the narrative is weakened, and no ad- 
vantage whatever gained. The excellent 
Dr. Hawkefworth was fo well aware of 
this, that he chofe to write his celebrated 
accounts of voyages in the firft perfon, 
though he was the profefled narrator of 
the adventures of others. To this ex- 
ample may be added the writer of An- 
fon's Voyage. They are both fufficient 
authority, as their works are the brighteft 
models for all future compofcrs in the 
fame line. 

In order to avoid all affeftation, real 
or apparent, the author has thought it 
the fafeft method to fit down to tell his 
own ftory in his own perfon, giving his 
94Yentures and his thoughts upon them 
? juft 
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juft as they occurred. He prefumcs 
none will take up his book without a 
defire of being informed on the fubjeft 
of which it profefles to treat ; and as. 
they will fee his name in the title-page, 
he farther prefumes they will expeft to 
fee how he treats the fubjeft. He there- 
fore affededly keeps neither himfelf nor 
his fentiments out of fight. The reader 
muft confider him as a travelling com- 
panion, with whofe converfation he may 
perhaps be wearied, and with whofe ill- 
humour he may fom'etimes be torment- 
ed ; but he has always in his own hands 
the power of feparation, which fo many 
aftual travelling companions have wifhed 
for in vain. What therefore may ap- 
pear like egotifm, arifes not from the 
traveller's fondnefs for talking of him- 
felf, but from his wifhing to keep clear 
of the much more difagreeable appear- 
ance of having taken pains to avoid it. 

For fimilar reafons every thing that 
occurred to his obfervation, is prefented 
to the reader juft in the light in which it 

ftruck 
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Ilruck him. He does not prefume td 
have been always free from prejudice or 
error, but at leaft he has been on his 
guard againft adopting the prejudices 
atid errors of others. Many fubjeds on 
whicJh hie might have touched, are en- 
tirely omitted, becaufe it was not his 
aim, nor could he pretend, to compile 
any thing like a general -account of the 
countries through which he paffed. He 
has merely fpoken of objeds that in- 
terefted himfelf on the fpot ; and feveral 
particulars that, to common readers, toay 
appear trifling, are perhaps recorded with 
a view to the illuftration of particular 
fubjefts, and will therefore be turned to 
account by thofe only who are engaged 
in the ftudy of fuch fubjefts. Of thife 
nature are many remarks concerning 
natural hiftory, medicine, and even the 
arts, but more efpecially fuch as relate 
to the hiftory of the human mind. > 

So many fubjecls prefent themfelves 

in a journey, that a book of traveb muft 

Vol. I. a neceflarily 
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neceffarily be mifcellaneous, and dfefti- 
tute of any great degree of method. 
But in order to obviate this imperfedion 
jis much aspoilible, the form of a journal 
is preferved principally in the travelling 
part; the various objefts in the great 
towns are digefted into fome kind of 
order ; remarks on paintings or build* 
ings are not intermixed with thofe on 
natural hiilory, and both are for the moll 
part kept diilinf): from what relates to 
charafters and manners of men. By 
this means there is lefs confufion of ideas 
than in a mere journal, in which things 
are noticed altogether in the order of 
time, in which the traveller met with 
tbem> and which very confufion is apo- 
logized for by thofe who publifh their 
travels in fiftitious letters, as the confe- 
quence of their writing from immedi- 
ate obfervation : where -s it commonly 
arifes from their indolent negled of 
arrangement, or is afFefted for the 
purpofe pf giving their letters an air 
of -probability. la either cafe it is a 

fault. 
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irtie fine arts muft always make a 
|)rmcipal featute in an Italian tour ; in- 
deed that country itfelf would hardly 
be amufing, nor would an account of it 
be intereftihg, to thofe who are quite 
devoid of tafte and curiofity on this fub- 
jeft. Even the multiplicity pf defcfip- 
tions we have already of the treafures 
of Italy in this department, feem, in 
adding to their celebrity, to have ren- 
dered the mention of them the more 
indifpenfible in every future* account. 
For the fame reafoh indeed we no longer 
require an ample detail of defcriptions. 
Moft of the objefts are already fuf- 
ficiently well known, and we rather 
enjoy the mention of them as old ac- 
quaintances ; while the leafl portion of 
novelty concerning them, wiienever it 
can be obtained, becomes doubly, in- 
terefting. • Even if we hear nothing 
new, we are ple^fed to partake of the 
impfeffions they give to a, perfon, with 
whom we have Contrafted fome fort of 
acquaintance* and haye fofmed fome 
ideas of his powers of judging, after 

a 2 having 
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having travelled along Mrith him through 
a few pages of his narrative. 

The writer of the following pages has 
no pretenfions to authority on this part 
of his fubjecl. He records what ha3 
afforded him pleafure, and gives his 
reafons whenever he exprefles contrary 
feelings; but is neither an artift, nor a 
profefl'ed connoiffeur. However fond 
he may be of the arts, having imbibed 
that tafte early, and cultivated it by fe- 
veral means of improvement which his 
country affords, it was always very fub- 
ordinate to many other purfuits and 
occupations ; and he is far from pre- 
tending to that irrefiflible fire of genius 
which gives, in all cafes, intuitive judg- 
ment and unerring criticifm. Neither 
has he been much inftruSed in the 
technical part of the arts. He looks 
on a pifture, a ftatue, or a building, 
not with the eye of a painter, fculptor, 
or architeft, but with the eye of an ob- 
fervcr of nature. He confiders an hif- 
torical group rather as the narrative of 

a par- 
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a particular ftory, than as a machine to 
produce certain impreflions on the eye ; 
and is ftruck, even to enthufiafm, with 
an undefcribable fomething in a fine 
building, though not poffefled of fcience 
to inveftigate all its requifite parts or 
proportions. The reader therefore will 
know in what points he is chiefly to be 
relied on, and will hereafter find him 
more attracted by the expreffion or 
compofition of a piSurc, than by qua- 
lities more curious to an artift or a con- 
noilleur. 

It will probably be expefted that the 
prefent work Ihould contain many par- 
ticulars relating to the fcience of natural 
hiflory ; but the countries here de- 
(cribed too nearly refemble our own, 
to afibrd much that is new or ftriking in 
this way. Where any thing of this fort 
has prefented itfelf, it is always noted, 
and that with two ends in view. In the 
firft place, pothing which could poflibly 
convey real folid information to. the 
pra^lical md intelligent naturaliil, Jias 

a 3 been 
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been ever withheld from an apprehen* 
fion of its feeming dry or unimportant 
to others : this would be too great a 
facrifice.of the interells of fcience, Biit 
on ^he other hand it has been conftantly 
endeavoured that the author's favourite 
purfuit (hould be rendered as attra^aive, 
even to tkofe unacquainted with it, as 
he could make it ; in order that he 
might hkvta. chanceof being the happy 
me^ns of inviling others to a participa-^ 
tion of pleafures which he has found 
never to difappoint, never to fatiate, 
and the cultivation of which not only 
fits the mind for the advancement of its 
owri internal powers of happinefs, but 
alfo renders it douWy capable of adding 
to that of others. The travelling ob- 
ferver of nature has, as it were, the en- 
joyment of a new fenfe in addition to 
thofe common to the reft of mankind. 
He can find amufement and inftruftion 
whfere they bemoan themfelves as in ;a 
wiltierneft*; he can r'elieye his attention^ 
and refrefll'his fpirits, when wearied by 
eothmon objedsof obfervatidn, or trou- 
bled 
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bled with difagreeable ones; and is 
ftiiMulated with ardoai* to undertakings, 
prolific of plcafure in various ways, 
which the incurious half-occupied mind 
iecxild hot think worth the pains of at- 
tt^mptirig. A flill higher advantage is 
attached to the purfuit of natural hif- 
tory irt a jdumey through an enlighten- 
ed country, as well as in the journey oP 
life itfelf. It is an unerring clue to an 
intercourfe with thebefi minds. It brings 
tfaofc together who are connefted by a 
mofi commendable, difinterefted, and 
delightful tie, and who may confe- 
xjuently find themfelves allied by other 
ties, which they would not clfe have 
difcovered. It brings forth the beft parts 
of eveiy charafler. Differences of opi- 
nion, of religion, of age, of rank, all 
fink before it. The narroweft and moft 
prejudiced difpofitions in fome particu-* 
tars, are open> candid, and generous in 
what regards this amiable ftudyrthe 
moft gloomy and difappointed are foothr 
cd by it into a capacity of enjoyment, 

9 4 and 
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and an exercife of their powers, on 
which the happinefs or value of all their 
future life may depend. 

What will be found therefore to be 
moft novel and peculiar in this account 
of Holland, France, and Italy, is per- 
haps not fo much the information imrne-* 
diately belonging to natural hiflory in 
itfelf, as an account of various cultiva- 
tors and teachers of that ftudy, with 
other literary and accompliflied charac- 
ters, whom the author has feen to greater 
advantage than falls to the lot of moft 
travellers. In this line his recommenda- 
tions were more fortunate than ordinary, 
not from his own pretenfions, but from 
a peculiarity of circumftances unnecef^ 
fary to be explained here. The name 
of Linnaeus opened every door and 
cabinet to him ; but he is not fo weak 
as to afTume to himfelf the honour which 
was paid to that name, though he thanks 
fully endeavoured to profit by it. 

There 
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There is oiie fubjeft which 00111010111/ 
makes a €x>nfpicuous figure in all travels 
to Italy, the abfurdities and abufes of 
the Catholic religion. On this head 
many a Protcftant writer feems to think 
himfelf privileged to let loofe every 
fpecies of farcafm, cenfure and calumny, 
wiiiiout any qualification or difttndion* 
He cenfurcs a pretended infallible churdi 
as if himfelf and his own mode or fafhion 
of belief alone were really infallible; be 
condemns a perfecuting religion, while 
he hipoifelf perfecutes it more uncharita* 
bly and unrelentingly with his pen or 
his tongue, than any churchman ever 
did a heretic with fire and faggot ; and 
he execrates thofe who keep no faith with 
unbelievers, while he betrays the confix 
dence of friendfhip and hofpitality, and 
perverts the kindnefs of human nature 
(which gets the better even of religious 
antipathies) into a tool of ridicule againft 
thofe who have exercifed it in favour 
of himfelf. Thefe errors, by far more 
difgraceful and blameable than errors of 

faith, 



( xxvi ) 

feith, the writer of the following re- 
marks has earneftly wtlh^d to avoid* 
He direfts hisw^edpoiis, indeed, without 
referve, againd hypocrify, tyranny, and 
impofition of all kinds, wherever they 
occur^ arid whatever church or fed they 
may happen to contaminate ; but he 
endeavours to* dricriminate between in- 
dividuab and bodies of men ; and while 
he laments or expofes the impoliti6ns 
and iniquities of any r^^ligion in dark 
and corrupt times, be by no means con^*-- 
fidersthe prefent profcffors of that re- 
ligion as anfwcrable for them. Such a 
mode of judgmeat no one church or 
ibft could be proof againft. Still farther 
is he from laying the faults of any mem- 
ber of a church at the door of its other 
members. Thofe only who defend a 
bad fyftem urtcharitably, are anfwer- 
able for all its defers ;. and thofe who 
make their own mode of &ith a cloak 
foraconduftandfpirit unworthy of any 
religion, defervc the blame which its 
inifkkepand ill-informed zealots incun 

Perfons 
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Perfons who have never converfetj 
with liberal Catholics at home or abroad, 
iand take their ideas of them from paiv 
tial accounts, written in days of animo* 
lity and party fpirit^ may do them great 
injuftioe^ ' Thofe who have travelled ta 
Catholic countries might eafily Ihew fu^ 
perftitioa and bigotry to be by no means 
univerfgil among the thinking part of the 
community, if they thought themfelves 
at libcrity .to difclofe private converfa* 
tions, or remarks made by themfelves 
upon cafual momentary adiions or ex- 
prefliora, which more unequivocally diC- 
play the true fentiments, than a deliberate 
difcourfe. . But a mah who fhould pub* 
lifh fuch anecdotes, ' would betray his 
own want ^f principle too much to cfc* 
ferve credit' for any thing he might re* 
kte^. Neither is it intended here to in^ 
iinuate that fuch traits of charaftcTy^ 
when detefted, imply a deficiency in 
ju'ft principles of religion or morality. 
On the contrary, thofe who make due 
coflceffions on doubtful points, are njoft 

likely 
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likely to be hooeft and fleady in eflfential 
ones. The mod auftere and faftidious 
zealots are often the moil infincere. 

So wide a field of difcuffion relative 
to politics has been opened of late, lb 
much has the attenticm of every body, 
mcH'e or lels, been excited by this fub* 
jeS, and fo much is it conne^d with 
the various nations on the continent, 
that a traveller through France in par- 
ticular could not poflibly keep clear of 
it. Nor ought a general obferver of 
men and things to fhrink from fuch a 
difcuflion, which but too generally falls 
into the hands of interefted or partial 
examiners. It will be at Icaft a novelty 
to find it canvafled by one who has no 
party, intereft, nor paffion to fcrve ; 
who feels himfelf moft perfi^flly inde- 
pendant of all but the gocul, and who 
writes his real thoughts, defiring rather 
to make peace than to make converts, 
without wiQiing for attention or appro- 
bation any farther than he may be judged, 

in 
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in the opinion of thofe anxious for truth 
like himfelf, to be in the right. 

Much of this work was compofed, 
and even printed^, fome time fince. The 
ftyle and fentiments of the early part 
may not therefore feem applicable to the 
prefent flate of affairs abroad, though 
they might have been fo when written* 
The changes indeed in the French afikirs 
are fo rapid, • the revolutions of laws, 
decrees, and decifions fo violent and un- 
expeSed, that imagination cannot keep 
pace with them. We have fcarcely had 
time to derive fome fort of confblation, 
in the cftablifhment of Juries, for the 
concomitant fcenes of difcord, before 
we are ftartled with the moft atrocious 
contrivance that ever was invented, for 
the defeat of that falutary inftitution. 
No mode of public murder ever fur- 
paffed the deliberate annihilation of aU 
equity, which decreed, that accufing 
witnefles (hould alone be fufficient to 
convid a prifoner, without any thing 
g . being 
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Eting heard iri his jtiflification ; nbiiS 
it any extenuation df the guilt ot thiff 
decree that it was made to condemn sf 
jparticular fet of men, the aecufed de- 
puties, or that it has fipce been repealed 
by its authors. Well may fuch law- 
givers be glad to tafke refuge in the idea^ 
t£ " everlailing fleep !•" 

it has pot been thought advifable ta 
change any defcriptions of objeds re^ 
marked by the author in his journey 
through Flanders or France, though 
many of them now exift no longer. The 
reader will be curious to hear what they 
were, as the monuments at St- Denis 
and at Paris, the curiofities of Chantilly^ 
and many others. In what degree thefe 
and other things have fuflFered, is not 
exa6lly known in England. The tame 
carp at Chantilly were deftroyed very 
early in the revolution. 

. The defcription of the cathedral of Mi-^ 
kirt, vol iii.p*5 i^rcquires ^^"^ corred:ion^ 
' : 5 The' 



( xxxi ) 

The plan of its great front, which was 
long at a (land, has of late been changed* 
The Grecian doors and windows, de- 
figned by Pelegrini, have alone been 
permitted to remain in that ftyle, and 
are to be patched up with Gothic pilaf- 
ters. This is even worfe than allowing 
the whole front to be finilhed in the 
Grecian tafte. 

The enumeration of authors in the 
Appendix is extremely incomplete, but 
may neverthelefs be of ufe as for as it 
goes. 
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HARWICH, HELVOET, ROTTERDAM TO 
LEYDBN. 

June 1 6. 1 Hx^D fixed the beginnings 
of June 1786 for my departure for Hol- 
land ; but a contrary wind made me defer 
it till the 1 6th of that month; when, after 
many an anxious look at the lofty plane 
and cedar trees of Chelfea Garden, ftill 
waving in an unpropitlous diredion, my 
patiience being at length exhaufted, 1 fet 

Vol. L B . cut 
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out for Hai*wich, and arrived there next, 
day at noon. 

June 17. I faw little remarkable at 
Harwich, nor wiflied for any thing fo 
much as to leave it as foon as poflible. 
At the inn were two young men, Tcnown 
to me, as I to them, by name. They being 
alfo bound for Leyden, their acquaintance 
proved both then and afterwards an agree- 
able acquifition. 

Previous to our going on board the 
packet fome ceremonies were neceflary, of 
the reafonablenefs or lawfiilnefs of which 
I am not quite certain. We were obliged 
to pay about half a guinea each to fome kind 
of an officer, for a paflport, though that 
officer could not poffibly have any other 
rcafon than the faid half-guinea for giving 
us one. We might, for any thing he knew, 
be the greateft rogues in London. Our 
captain however would not take us without, 
although he acknowledged We were at li* 
berty to go on board any veflel that fliould 
choofe to take us. The cuftom-houfe 
officers, being probably gendemen of only 

a fourth 
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a fourth part of the confequence of the iaid 
paflport-monger, let us pafs through their' 
hands for half a crown ; fo we got on board 
the packet about three o' cldck. 

The leading incidents of a firft fea voyage^ 
as this was to me, are probably much 
the fame with every body. Suffice it to 
fay, that after ftruggling for three nights, 
and as many days, with a ftrong contrary 
wind, during which time our mifery was 
much heightened by the wretched accom-* 
modation in the veffel, and the fea beating 
in upon our beds, a fair and lefs boifterous 
gale brought us within fight of the Dutch 
coaft, and we landed at Helvoet Sluice 
about three in the afternoon of June 2oth, 

June 20. Here are no cuftom-houfe 
officers, nor did any one afk us a fingle 
queftion on oiir landing, nor in any othetf 
part of Holland. 

Helvoet would be efteemed a wonder-* 
fully neat town in any other country than 
Holland. The houfes all feemed new 
painted, and the ftreets and quays juft fwept 
and wafhed. 

B 2 Moft 
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Moft of our party beiag impatiait to get 
forward, wc were varioufly diflxibuted in 
waggons and other jumbling vehicles, the 
only ones to be had, and fet off for the Brill 
about iix miles diftant. ^ 

The road lay through a country exadly 
like the fens of Lincolnfhire, planted with 
lofty trees, with here and there a handfome 
church, and good fubftantial kind of farm*- 
houfe. Eryngium campefircy Field Eryngo, 
fo very rare in England, grows here 
every where by the road fide ; and indeed 
I afterwards obferved it through Flanders, 
France, and Italy, to be one of the moft 
common plants. 

The Brill is a' neat fortified town, with 
canals in the ftreets, and much planted with 
trees, 

A ftout athletic damfel, whofe cheeks 
might with more propriety be compared to 
the full blown peony than to tlie rofe, con- 
veyed our baggage on a wheel-barrow* to 
the fide of the river, the Maefe, which we 
crofled in a boat, and then took othier wag- 
gons, which carried us a mile and half far- 
tlicr to another feiry, Croffing this we. ar- 
rived 
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rived at Maeftrich Sluice, ajtpwn whollr 
occupied by people in the fifhii>g trade.— ^ 
After waiting fome time, we at length about 
rtioe o' clock obtained a coach, open before, 
but fumptuoufly lined with red velvet, and 
drawn by three horfes abreaft, in which 
we reached Rotterdam, the place of our 
deftination. But the gates were Ihut, 
and we were obliged to feek a lodging in 
the fuburbs ; nor was that eafily to be had. 
After trying feveral places in vain, our 
driver began to lofe his patience; we re- 
gretted our precipitation, and wifhed'we 
had flept at Hdvoet. Luckily however 
about one in the morning, after much 
knocking, we got admittance into a very 
-comfortable inn, the mafter of which proved 
extremely civil and attentive, though, from 
his manner at firft coming to the door, we 
thought he meant to refufe us an entrance. 
The manner indeed of the Dutch in general 
is quite oppofite to what the French call 
accueillante. 

The peafants with whom we met in this 

afternoon's ride, had an appearance of eafe 

and ^enty. Their clpthes, for the moft 

B 3 part 
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part of a dark brown^ were generally good ; 
1 and all, both men and women, wore gold 
filligree fleeve or collar buttons, and other 
trmkets of the fame metal, for thejr difdain 
all of inferior value. 

June 21. The morning after our arrival 
we removed to the Boar's head (Swine's 
hoeft) in the town, a very capital inn. 

Juft before it ftands the ftatue of Erafmus 
in bronze. He is in a long gown, reading 
out of a great folio which he holds in his 
hands. The Latin and Dutch infcriptions op 
the pedeftal have often been publi(hed.r: — 
The exchange is neat, the beft row of houfes 
look to the river, and are occupied by the 
principal merchants. 

June 22. Next morning took the treck- 
fkuyt for Leyden. The manner of travel- 
ling in thefe boats drawn by horfes along 
fmooth and regular canals, is well known ; 
but the convenience and pleafure of it can 
hardly be conceived from defcription. The 
greater part of our very numerous com- 
pany T/^as going to the * fair at* Delft, 
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all in their bed attire, and the ladies as 
fine as poffible. Their drefs might pro- 
bably be graceful and beautiful in the eyes 
of a Dutchman, for education gives us a 
variety of taftes. 

Delft confifts chiefly of one long ftrcct well 
built, with the canal running through it* 

The fides of the canal between Rotterdam 
and Leyden are occupied by country feats 
belonging for the moft part to rich mer- 
chants, and are as formal and gaudy as can 
be imagined. The parterres are compofed 
of either parallel or fpiral lines of box j their 
interftices fpread with different coloured 
earths, as gravel, brick-dufl, coal-cinders, or 
pounded tobacco pipes ; and the corners of 
the beds often fluck with ornaments of 
wood, gilt ! But who does not know what 
a Dutch garden is ? I turned with difguft 
from fuch fcenes to the far more beautiful 
objefts which the canal itfelf exhibited. The 
furface of the water was covered with the 
magnificent white water-lily, Nympb^fi alba^ 
expanding its unfuUied flowers to the morn- 
ing fun, and intermixed with Menyanthes 
fiympboidesy the yellow fringed water-lily. 
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ifirhich 18 vejy tmcommon in England, ' The 
-filence that accottipanieB th^ Dutch mpde of 
travelling/ ft) different frptti the grating of a 
turnpike road^ increafes in no fmall degree 
the pleafure of a journey. The extremfe re- 
gularity with which every thing is con* 
duded, added to the fecurity of the convey- 
ance, divefts the traveller of all care, and 
leaves him quite at liberty to amufe himfelf, 
either by converfation or his own meditations, 
according as he may find himfelf difpofed, 
without fear of the difturbance of any chat- 
tering Abbe or rude Monk obtruding their 
impertinence upon him. 
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CHAP. II. 

^LEYDEN; BOTANIC GARDElrf^ MUSEUMS^ 
PROFESSORS, SIEGE. 

W E arrived at Leyden about four in the 
afternoon, and were much ftruck with the 
neatnefs and magnificence of the town. The 
high ftreet, which has neither a canal nor 
trees in it, is fpacious^ stud the houfes verjr 
handfbme, though not modern. This, like 
the high ftreet of Oxford, being built in a 
curved liiie, prefents a new objeft at every 
ftep. Its principal crndm^nt is the town-hall, 
a Gothic building confifting of little more 
than one ftately front. The channels of this 
ftreet are all covered with boards, and any 
dirt brought by accident is pijefently re- 
moved. A common pump near my lodging 
."had feveral brafs ornaments about it, whicn 
were conftantly fcoured and kept bright, 
though I never knew whofe bufin^fs it was 
to take that pains* 



( " ) 

One of the firft objeds of my attention in 
Leyden was the college, and above all the 
botanic garden, which Boerbaave has im* 
mortalized; where, fays Haller, ^^fape vi-^ 
dtmus ante auroram optimum fenem ligneh 
calceis per bortum repentem^ ut cominus &f 
fultum herharum perfpiceret^ %S jftores fruc^ 
iufque fpccularetur *." I had an introduction 
to the celebrated Mn David Van Royen, 
•whofe politenefs and attention could not be 
exceeded. This gentleman has been profeJC- 
for here about thirty-ptwo years, and h^^s 
lately refigned, having ftill peripiiffion tp ufe 
the garden for his amufement ; his private 
fortunes have placed him far above the emor- 
luments of the profeflbrftiip, but his foad- 
fiefe for botany continues as ftrong as ever. 

The botanic garden has been much enlarg- 
ed within thefe forty years. In Boerhaave's 
time it confifted only of a fmall fquare piece 
of ground, as reprefented in the frontifpiece 

* " We have often feen the good old man before 
the morning dawn, crawling about the garden in his 
wooden flippers, that he might immediately, fuperin- 
^end the cjiilture of plants, and fpeculate on their 
Jlowcrs and fruits.*' ' 
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of his Index Hortl L. Bat. 1710. Afteiw 
wards more than twice as much ground ba 
the fouth weft acrofs a canal was added to 
it, fo that the whole is now about as lai^ 
as the Ghelfea garden. Lately the college, 
defigning to build a new library, wanted to 
take away the original garden for that pu^ 
pofe, and propofed giving in its room forae 
ground to the north- weft. But Profeflbr Van 
Royen would not confent to this, the afpeA 
fiot being near fo good. 

The plants which ftruck me moft were 
a very fine palm about fourteen feet high, 
in, flower in the open air, raifed from feed 
by the famous Carolus Clufius, who died 
profeflbr at Leyden in 1 609 : confequently 
this tree has bgen growing here at leaft one 
hundred and feventy-feven years. I could 
not help taking a bit of its bark as a relick. 
This very tree, and the pot in which it grows, 
are figured in the frontifpiece of Boerhgcave's 
Index above mentioned. It appears then to 
have been about half as high as at prefent ; and 
muft without doubt be the palm mentioned 
by Linnaeus in his FrahSiones in Ordinis 
N^turaks Plflnfaruniyp. »7, publiflied by Pro-. 
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feflbr Gifeke in 1792 at Hamburgh, whicB 
Xinnseus fuQ)e<fled to be a Cbamarops^ but 
•which his ingenious editor rightly refers to 
the Rbapis fabellifarmisy Ait, Hprt. KeW. 
y. 3. p* 473. It cojne^ from China and J^pan. 
There is a tree of this kind, and abput z& larg^, 
in the Botanic garden at Paris^ ^uo^d I ihall 
raention another in fpeaking of Fifa, 

I remarked alfo the Ginkgo of the Chinefe, 
a ftandard twenty feet high \ Strelit^ia re^ 
gtna^ Ait. Hort. Kew. v. i.p. 285, tab. 2, 
which has never yet flpwticed in any gar- 
den out of England; Oiea laurifoUa^ a new 
fpecies, according to Mr. Van Royen j 
Royena lucida in flower, as large as a mode- 
rate hawthorn tree, and yery beautiful;— and 
a fmgular plant from the Cape, probably an 
Ecbites^ with a large tuberous root raifed 
high above the furface of the ground, two 
or three weak ftems a foot high, and large 
dark brown flowers. 

Mr. Van Royen was kind enough to 
borrow from the Univerfity Library for 
*me part of Rauwolf 's Herbarium j which is 
very magnificent, and the plants well pre- 
fcrved. -Alfo Boccone's Herbarium of the 
plants defcribed in his Fafciculus Plantarum, 

publilhed 
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publi{hed by Morifon at Oxford in 1674. 
Thefe fpecimens are miferably bad. We 
alfo looked over together Herman's collec- 
tion of Ceylon plants, which belong to the 
College, and are a part of the celebrated 
Herbarium the reft of which is at Copen- 
hagen. They have alfo hqre a volume of 
Weft Indian plants, which belonged to 
Herman, and, plants from that part of the 
world being very fcarce in- Holland, are 
much more valued than they would be in 
England. I carried Mr. Van Royen a nu- 
merous coUefkion of Weft Indian- ferns from 
Sir Jofeph Banks. 

The chair of Natural Philofophy was at 
this time filled by Mr. AUamand, fince 
dead, well known by his edition of the 
Natural Hiftory of BufFon ; a fine old 
man of the moft agreeable manners, and 
with that happy mixture of politenefs and 
chcerfuhiefs, almoft peculiar to Frenchmen 
in the decline of life. In his family I found 
myfelf quite at home. He very obligingly 
ihewed me the collection of mathematical 
inftruments ufed in his ledlures, which ap- 
peared far fuperior to the celebrated col- 
lection 
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le€don of that kind at Glafgow. Airibhg 
other things is a moft pure and brilliant 
prifm of Brazil pebble, and a two inch cube 
of Iceland refradHng Ipar, pcrfeftly clear, 
and without crack or blemifh. The ma- 
hogany models of different machines are of 
a very large fize, and muft have been very 
expenfive* 

At the College is a Mufeum of Natural 
Hiftcry, collefted entirely by Profeflbr Alla- 
mand, containing many very rare-quadru- 
peds and amphibia, with very fine corals^ 
ores and pebbles. There is a young oftrich 
in the egg, Argonauta Argo^ paper Nautilus, 
with the animal in it, and fome good Pa- 
pilios, though few in comparifon with what 
the Profeflbr fhewed me afterwards at hi$ 
own houfe, where he had PapUio Prtamus^ 
Ulyjfes^ Helena^ Idea^ &cc. in abundance. 

The public library is very well fumilhed 
with books, but the room itfelf not good. 
In it are many very good portraits of emi- 
nent men who have belonged to this uni- 
verfity, or been benefadors to it.' Among 
the refl: appears that elegant and voluptuous 
poet Johannes Sccundus, who died at the 

a^e 
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agfe of twenty-five. His countenance is Vdry 
ftriking; his complexion dark, with very 
black hair and beard, and dark piercing eyes. 
This pidure is only a copy of an original in the 
poffeffion of Profeflbr Van Royen, which he 
picked up by accident in a broker's (hop. 

Profeflbr Sandifort fhewed me the Ana- 
tomical Theatre, and the preparations of Al- 
binus; the latter can be feen in his prefence 
only. Among them are fome fine things^ 
particularly the preparations relating to the 
progrefs of oflification in the foetus, a fa- 
vourite fubjeft of Albinus ; but on the whole 
thi* coUedlion will bear no comparifon with 
either of the Hunterian Mufeums. In it are 
a few pieces prepared by 'Ruyfch, fo cele-^ 
brated in his time, which are fo bad, that 
no London anatomift would deign to keep 
them. 

Dr. Sandifort's private library is one of the 
fineft things in Leyden. Nor muft I forget 
to mention the coUeftion of difeafed bones 
belonging to my friend Dr. Vander Wyn- 
perfe. It is one of the beft I have feen. 

The fimple and elegant monument of the 
illuftriousBoerhaaveis in the principal churchy 

.and 
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and I viiited it with awe and refpeOu The 
plat^ of it in Van Swieten's Comihentaries is 
a very exa£t r?prefentation,and the medallion 
Is faid to be a good portrait. If I am not 
much miftaken, a fyftematic phyfiognomift 
would be far from forming a juft idea of the 
mind and genius of Boerhaave from his por- 
trait. The form of the nofe is peculiarly un- 
promifing — but nature delights in thwarting 
the fyftems of philofgphers. Profcflbr Alia- 
mand himfelf had deftincd a very fine 
piece of red jafper to be employed in this 
medallion; but, on account of the very 
great expence of cutting fuch a ftone, near 
two hundred pounds, was deterred from the 
execution of his defign. 

. Befides thofe gentlemen already mention- 
ed, one of the chief ornaments of this uni- 
verfity at prefent is Mr. Peftel, Profeflbr of 
Jurifprudence. His Fundamenta yurifpru^ 
dentta Naturalis is a book every inhabitant 
of a free ftate ought to ftudy, and I cannot 
help wondering this admirable work has 
never appeared in Englifli. The French hav^ 
been beforehand with us in tranflating it 
into their language, and it had the honour 
S of 
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of bping prohibited in France ; for that peo- 
plf , although then much enlightened, were 
not as yet enlightened by authority. Now 
the fame author might have a chance of 
being profcribed in France for contrary rea- 
fbns. His pure fyftem of elevated piety, his 
union of chriftianity with morality, and of 
manly principles of liberty with Tirtuous 
order, are not at all in the ftyle of philofo- 
phers who infinuate atheifm, or of fools 
who avow it, and who fcarcely take the 
pains to fcreen barbarity, under even fo baft 
a principle as vengeance. 

I cannot take leave of Ley den without 
mentioning that glorious period of its hiftory 
the ever-memorable fiege it fuftained when 
Holland was about to fhake off the Spaniih 
yoke : an event upon which its inhabitants 
ftill dwell with pleafure ; and in relating the 
particulars of which, I have feveral times feen 
the glow of a generous enthufiafm illuminate 

the moft inanimate countenance. It is 

fcarcely neceflary to enter into the detail of 
an event which fo many hiftorians have de- 
lighted to relate. The people having been 
reduced to eat the leaves of trees, as well as 

Vol. I. C horfes. 



horfcsi dogs, leather, arid every other animat 
fubftknce within their reach, a peftilence car- 
ried off more than half the inhabitants. Jn 
this dreadful exigency the befiegers calling 
on the townfmen to furrender, the latter ap- 
peared on the walls, and declared they 
would each of them firft cut off his Icftarnnt 
for provifion and fight with his right. Tlie 
governor iHnrote to the Prince of Orange, 
that without help from him or from Heaven 
they could not refift two days longer^ At 
this crifis, providentially furely, the wind 
changed, and blew in fuch a diredion that 
the Spanifh army, fearing a flood, made a 
precipitate retreat. 'I'hey were no fooner 
gone than the wind returned to the fame 
point as before, the waters retired, and there 
was an eafy accefs to the town for the peo- 
ple with provifions who flocked in on every 
fide. The churches were crowded with fa- 
mifhed wretches who, juft faved from the 
jaws of death, one moment greedily devour- 
ed the welcome food, and another with fobs 
and inarticulate exclamations returned Hea^ 
ven thanks for their deliverance ; infomuch 
that no regular fervice could be performed. 

And 



And here a new diftrefs occurred. Many 
of the poor creatures, too eager in gratifying 
their craving appetites, fell down dead on 
the fpot, fo that the magiftrates.were obliged 
for fome time to regulato the quantity of 
food /or each perfon. 

The day after this fignal deliverance, the 
Prince of Orange went to Leyden to exprefs 
his admiration of the inhabitants behaviour* 
What an interview muft that have been ! 
He gave them their option, whether to be 
for a time exempt from certain taxe9, or to 
have an univerfity founded in their town. 
They wifely chofe the latter, and have de- 
rived much profit from it* 

Such is the origin of the univerfity of 
Leyden. May it long continue the feat of 
freedom, and the nurfery of every fenti- 
ment moll favourable to the interefts of hu* 
inanity! 
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CHAP- III. 

EXCURSION TO HAERLEM AN» 
AMSTERDAM. 

Jmti ag. jThE trekfchuyt took mc to 
Haerlem* The canal was pieafant^ and a^ 
bounded with Menyantbes nympboides all the 
way. It was the time of the celebrated 
Haerlem Fair, which lafts a week ; confer 
quently the town was very bufy. At the 
ordinary were people from moft parts of 
Europe, fo that feven or eight different lan- 
guages were talked at once at the table. 

During dinner we were jcntertained with 
mufic ; the performers an itinerant party of 
three men and as many women. Two of 
the latter played on violins, which they ac- 
companied with their voices, and the other 
on a tabon The men had various inftru* 
ments. They performed feveral French fongs 
in parts, cm brioy io aa interefling manner. 
% Walksd 
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Walked into the church, vrhich is rerjr 
I^^g^> principally to fee the ifamous organ, 
for it Was not then playing. This infbument 
occupies the whole weft end of the nave, and 
is very handfoine. It is fupported by eight 
marble columns, between two of which in 
the centre is a noble emblematical alto re- 
lievo, with three figures as large as life, an4 
a Latin infcription, fignifying that the organ 
was ere£ked in 1735 at the town's expence^ 

The church is crowded, like others in this 
country, with fquare wooden monuments, 
painted with the arms of the deceafed on a 
black ground, with the date of their death 
in gold letters, but no name. 

In the fair are fold all kinds of wearing 
apparel, Dutch, Englifh, and French toys, 
perfumes, confedtionary, &c. But meeting 
with nothing very amufmg, I fet out for 
Amfterdam, and arrived there that night. 
The canal for three oi four miles is perfedly 
ftraight, and Haerlem church a fine objeft 
at one end of it. As we approach Amfter- 
dam the country grows lefs pleafant, and is 
fumiihed with a greater number of draining 
mills. This celebrated capital is fitUi^ted in 
C 3 the 
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Ac vdy iink of the 'whdc oountiy. The 
canals were at this time highly ttubid and 
ofieiiiive,but the pavement veiy clean. The 
ftreets are many of them airy and planted 
:with trees ; others more frequented are en- 
cucdbered with large iigns hanging acroft 
the wayr The (hops are generally without 
glafs windows, and on the whole I conceive 
the moft ^ufy parts of Amfterdani to afibrd 
a very good reprefentation of what Cheap^ 
fide and Ludgat&rSreet were in the laft cen-r 
fury. The druggifts here and in other parts 
of Holland life a Angular kind bf fign, the 
meaning of which I could not learn. It is 
a huge carved head with the mouth wide 
t>pen, ftanding before the (hop window. It 
has generally a foors cap ; fometimes it is a 
Mercur/is Bead. They call it 4^ g(^aper^ the 

June 30. Next day was employed in 
walking ahout this rich and populous city, 
where they who love th^ " bufy hum of 
men" may be abundantly gratified. The 
Change is larger than that of London, though 
fiapr^ Antique an^ x^iuch l^fs h^ndfome. But 

. - ' where 
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nWhere.fliall I fii;id any thing in London to 
-compare to the Stadt-houfe ? This fuperb 
biulding ^l^as the advantage of a fine open 
fituatipn, and really deferves.all that h^s been 
i^id . of it. ][ts architedure is not p^irhaps 
^cf the; pyxeft kiad, but. fhere is a <i^ee pf 
magnificence about the whole, and its deco- 
ratiqns are fo rich, that it cannpt &il power- 
fully to intereft , any beholder who has not 
feen the moree>;quifite wprksof artin Italy, 
A minute dpfcription of this building jvjrould 
b^ t;iedious, bpt I cannpt help noticing /oijie 
tl^iogs which ftruck me very mucL 

The great h^ll in. the, centre is a very 
noble room entirely lined with marbje, bpt 
the diflS^rent apartmenllfe where bufin^fs ^s 
tranfaded are fumiihed in a manner more 
fuitable to this climate, being generally hung 
.with velvet. A fmall room for paffing fen- 
tence of death, is fitted up entirdy with 
marble decorations, calculated to infpire the 
greateft degree of , awe. On one fide iire 
coloflal female figures, covering their faces 
,wlth their hands. Between them are has 
reliefs reprefenting Solomon's judgment, 
and other .xaemorable exiaroplcs.pf jijftice 
C4 fVom 
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from ancient hiftory. By the SecrctaryV 
feat fits a figure of Silence, with her finger 
on her lips, and a death's head at her feet, 
and on each fide a ferpent with an apple 
in its mouth, alluding to the fall. Above 
are gorgons, children weeping over death's 
heads, &c. 

Moft of the ornaments throughout the 
houfe are ftrikingly appofite. Over the 
dbOT of the room where bankrupts' afiairs 
are decided, is a has relief of Dedalus and 
Icarus. Over the Secretary's chamber the 
higheft degree of fidelity is reprefented by a 
dog almoft flarved to death, watching the 
body of his murdered mailer. 

Of all the pictures in the houfe one by 
Rembrandt pleafed me moft. This reprefents 
^ night patrole, and in the grouping of the 
figures and the management of light and 
fliade, is fo infinitely fuperior to all the reft, 
which ncverthelefs are many of them very 
fine pictures, as nobody can conceive with- 
out feeing them. In the fame room is a 
party at dinner, faid to be by Vandyck, 
grievoufly deficient in grouping, but full 
of fine detached figures. One old man's 

head 
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head is Co much admired that an immenft 
fum of money has been offered for it to 
be cut out of the pidhire. It might be t*- 
ken away without any injury to the eotoh 
pofition, and I think feveral heads in the 
pidure of equal merit* In the next room 
is a moil capital painting, efteemed the beft 
in the houfe ; the painter I forget. It re- 
prefents an entertainment at which a treaty 
of fri^ndfhip is made between a Dutch 
burgo-mailer and a Spanifh general. 

Jufy 1. The Botanic Garden, formerly 
fo famous, is fcarcely worth the notice of 
an Englifh botanift. It is however neatly 
kept, and fumifhed wit^ fome good plants. 
Among others Dracana Draco^ about forty 
feet high, Aucuba japonica of Thunbei^, and 
Strelit^a regina of the hortus Kewenfis in 
abundance. I was fhewn the CaSus pcndulus 
of HorL Kew. for Alocperlata^ which might 
have paifed for a grofs blunder of the gar- 
dener, had not the learned Profeffor, whom 
I faw afterwards, inflfted to me that it was 
an aloe^ an opinion I modeitiy but vainly 
controverted ! 

Tht 
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The garden 18 near a part of the town in- 
habited by the Jews, who live here in great 
opulence and fplei^dor, enjoying that tolera* 
i^on.wfa^hChriftians are generally more ready 
to claipa th^mfelves than to grant to thofe 
.who difier from thejii* The State finds t;he 
ndvanljage of fecuriqg the attachment of a 
numerous and induftrious body of men, 
who certainly <io not make the worfe fub- 
jefts.for having fixed, although peculiar, 
principles, of religion. It being Satuixiay 
evening, the Jews were dreffed in their beft 
apparel, and either walking in. parties of 
both fexes in thdr principal ftreet, which 
had the appearance of. a fair, or receiving 
the vifits of eacl;^ other. Among them 
were feveral very beautiful women, 

July %. (Sunday.) I heard the organ 
of the New Church, efteemed the beft in 
this country, and doubtlefs a very good 
one, though furely inferior to our Temple 
organ. One of the moft remarkable things 
in this church is the fuperb monument of 
Admiral de. Ruiter, (landing in the place 
ufually occupied in Catholic churches by 

thq 
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.the altar. In the epitaph he is ftyled " !»- 
^* menji tremor eceani^^ ** the terror of thq 
*' vaft ocean ;'* and on the i^iarble door of 
his vault is infcribed " Intamnatis fulgct 
•** bonoribusy^ " he fhines with unblemiflied 
** luftre.** Such praife does no lefs honour 
to his grateful country, than to the hew 
who richly deferved it. 

The Old Church contains fome bad mo- 
numents, and three very fine and well pre- 
ferved painted windows* Its floor is much 
encumbered with clumfy carvings in marble 
and brafs on the tomb-ftones. One part of 
this church excites in a benevolent mind 
more veneration than the fhrinea of faints, 
or even the tombs of the good and illus- 
trious. This is the HamburghersV chapel, 
a place which at the dawn of the Reforma- 
tion was granted by the magiftrates of Am- . 
fterdam, at that time Catholics, to fome 
Proteftant merchants of Hamburgh for a 
burying-place. The wife and truly Chriftian 
magiftrates received thefe exiles with open 
furms, in fpite of the remonftrances of their 
own priefthood ; and a grant of the above- 
B)iei}tjooe4 chapel was ojx? of the earlieft 

triumphs 
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triumphs of liberality and charity over (u* 
perftition in one of its moft tender points. 
The chapel is ftill deftined to the interment 
of Hamburghers dying at Amfterdam. 

The Dutch never take their hats off in a 
church except during fervice ; they even put 
them on in the intervals of prayer, and dur- 
ing the fermon. The minifter who preached 
this afternoon was a formal old man, and 
his delivery whining and monotonous to a 
moft ridiculous degree. 

yuly 3. My ftay at Amfterdam was fo 
fiiort, I can fay little of the ftate of natural 
hiftory there. The Dutch in general feem 
ftill to retain that extravagant rage for buy-* 
ing rarities at an exorbitant price, for ^yhich 
they have long been famous; and when 
they do not lock up fuch rarities from thofe 
who are worthy to behold them, no well- 
wifher to fcience can lament their poffefling 
them. Dr. Houyttin, known by his vo- 
luminous Dutch tranflation of the Syftema 
Natural of Linnasus, has a large mufeum, 
rich in Eaft Indian and Chinefe produftions 
well prefervcd, which he has no objedion 

to 
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to ielling *. He was one of thofe who pro* 
cured the celebrated Profeffor ThUnberg to 
be fent to Japan, and has fpecimens of 
moft of his acquifitions. Among the reft 
are feveral artificial infedls ftuck on pins 
among real ones, with which the knaviih 
Japanefe attempt to cheat foreign virtuofi. 

I called on Dr. Burman, Profeflbr of Bo^ 
tany, whole Herbarium I was very anxious 
to confult for the purpofe of afcertaining a 
few plants among the Planta Africana in 
the fixth volume of Linnaeiis's Amanitatef 
Academics. The plants of that diflertation 
were defcribed by Linnseus from dried 
fpecimens lent him only by this Dr. Burman^ 
and are confequently among the few fpecies 
mentioned in his works, that are not to hci 
found In his own coUedion. Many of them 
indeed are well known ; but about forty 
remain obfcure from the brevity of their 
defcriptions, and thefe I much wifhed to 
have feen, not doubting but they are for 
the moft part plants to be found in the 

• My friend Mr^ Stephen Dc Lcffcrt jun. of Paris 
las fince bought Iu$ Herbarium. 

Englifh 
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EngKih gardens and coUedions* Unfor-^ 
tunately however the Profeflbr was fo much 
engaged in the pradicc of phyfic, and fo 
averfe to entering on botanical fubjeds, that 
notwithflanding the recommendation of my 
good friend Van Royen, I was obliged^ 
after repeated appointments^ and as many 
difappointments, to give up my objeA^ 
though the buflnefs might have been done 
in ten minutes, as I did not wifh to take 
up the Profeflbr's time by any converfation 
with himfelf. If the reader is fliocked at 
this difgraceful anecdote, let him remember, 
for the honour of fcience, it is the only one 
of the kind he will meet with in the 
courfe of my tour. 

For the ufe of Botanifts who may be 
more fortunate in obtaining the favour of 
Profeflbr Burman, the following is a lift 
of the plants which were the objects of my 
curiofity. 



Chlronia Jafniimides, 
Crajfulajirigofa. 
Melanthium punBatum. 
Buchnera africana* 
Selitgo Ljchnidea. 



SelagQ cocdnea 
Chetranthus africanu$ 
Hermannia triphyila 
Geranium incanum 
Sparttum -capctffe 
5 Bmrkfii^ 
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S^rbonia ericifilia 
jtjj^latbus quinquefoiia 

" pinnata 
Crotalaria perforata 
Fforalea proflrata 
InJUgoftra racemofa 
Ononis capenfis 
' cernua 

Lupinus integrifoUus 
Dolichos iapenjis 
Htiraciuni capilnfl ' 
Atbanajia Istvigaia 
GnaphaRum /erratum 
—— cylindricum 
— — ericoides 
' ' " iifcoUrum 



Senedo umMlaiui 
Arnica pihfelloides 
Anthemis leucantha 
Buphthalmum capenfe 
Cineraria linifolia 
Perdidum femiftofculafi 
BidiHS tenelld ^ 

Orchis Jlexuofa 
" bicornis 
— cornuta 
• fatjrioides 
Satyrium capenfe 
Ophrjs catholica 

caffra 

Arethttfa capenfts 
Myrica trifoliata* 



Senedo perficifolius 

Erica calycinay corifolia and gnapbalodts^ 
though not in the above-mentioned difTerta*- 
tion, are in the fame predicament otherwife ; 
alfo Glinus diSamnoides and Ctjius capenfts. 

yuly 4. In returning to Leyden by Haer- 
lem I was gratified with a fight of the rich 
colIe6ion of natural productions at Dr. Van 
Marum's, belonging to the Haerlem Acade- 
my. It confifts of ftufFed Quadrupeds and 
Birds, Amphibia, Fifh, Infe£ts, Shells and 
Corals, arranged and named according to 

Linnaeus, 
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Linil2eus, in cxquifitely neat orden Among 
them are many very choice things, but 'tis 
pity the whole are conftantly expofed to the 
light, it being the well-known property of 
that body to impair the colours of all dead 
animal and vegetable fubilances, as to heigh- 
ten thofe of living oiies. 

Mr. Voorhelm, the famous nurferyman, 
produced with great triumph a drawing of 
the JJmodorum Tankervillia (Hort. Kew.) 
which flowered in his garden for the firft 
time in April 1786, at the time it firft flow- 
ered in the neighbourhood of London. My 
friend Mr. Salifbury near Leeds was fo for- 
tunate as to have it in perfedion the year be- 
fore, and to raife jabundance of young plants 
from its feeds, which is perhaps the firft in- 
ftance of the kind among the Orchis tribe. 

I got to Haerlem juft in time to hear th6 
great organ, which is played on two days 
in the week, an hour each time, and the' 
church is then* the refort of the beft com- 
pany. The tone of the inftrument appeared 
to be very fine, and the organift was a very 
able one. 

CHAP. 
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CHAR IV. 

THE HAGUE. 

yuly 17. 1 HE canal which leads from 
Lcyden to the Hague is pleafant j the Hague 
itfelf is celebrated as the mod magnificent 
village, it being efteemed but a village, in Eu- 
rope. Streets of very large dimenfions, with 
ipacioiis canals planted with fine trees, added 
to a fituation rather more elevated, and a 
better air than that of other Dutch towns, 
make this really a defirable abode. The eye 
long accuftomed to watery flatnefs and Dutch 
regularity, cannot but be peculiarly fenfible 
to the charms of a fine natural and extenfive 
wood, about a mile from the town, adjoining 
to wJiich ftandathe country-feat of the Prince 
of Orange. The gardens of this palace are a 
curiofity in tHeir way. The projector of them 
having cioubdefs heard the general difappro- 
bation <jf Dutch gardening, and how very 
•dious ilrait walks and rows of trees are 
D univer- 
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Univerfally reckoned by all who efteem flieffi^ 
felves critics or perfons of tafte^ Was refolved 
at leaft to avoid that fault; fo that every 
ivalk in the Prince's garden is twilled into a 
femicircle, every grafs-plat cut into a creC- 
cent, and every hedge thrufts itfelf whefe^ it 
is leaft defired. In vain does the right-on 
traveller wifh to fauilfer leifurely and infen- 
fibly iilong, to attain any poiiit of vfew^ or 
other objeQ:, that protoifes him pleafure. He 
foon finds the moft fpecious path is not to be 
trufted ; for, inftead of leading him where it 
promifed, an unexpedked turning may bring 
hhn near the fpot from whence he fet out. 
Whether the contriver of this garden was an 
Englifh politician, and thought it wholefomc 
to. accuftom his princely employer to a little 
twitting and turning, I will not determine. 

About three miles from the Hague, on 
the fea-fliore, ftands the little town of Sche- 
veling, the road to which is along a noble 
avenue of trees. The fandy ground on each 
fide this avenue is over-run with birch 
thickets, and abounds with the true y/irundo 
epigejos of Linnseus (that is Calamagrqflis of 
all Englifh writers), Aira canejcejis^ Hij>pQ* 

pba& 
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phae thaninoiJesy a (ingular dwarf variety bf 
Ligitftrum vulgare (Privet)^ and a number of 
heath plants, mixed with others ufually found 
in marihes. The fl u£kuating moifture of th 2 
foil ^lay perhaps account for this. I certainly 
never before faw a fmall fpot whofe Flora 
would in print appear fo paradoxical. Among 
the rarjer fpecies were, Convallaria tnultiflora 
and Polygonatuniy with Gentiana cruciata^ the 
firft plant I have met with abroad not a native 
of Britain, 

In Scheveling church is a nionument very 
fimilar to that of Boerhaave at Leyden ; the 
infcription on it only 

ossA 
Gornelii ab Heemfchkerck 

The principal church at the Hague is en- 
tirely lined with black efcutcheons, than 
which nothiiig can be more infernally hideous. 
It contains a monument of fome Landgrave 
or other, who fhould feem by his epitaph to 
haVe been at leaft a& great a peribhage as any 
of the Roman femperors" at the height of 
their glory. 

The palace his nothing very remark- 
Able.' lo one of the apartments are portraits 

D2 of 
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of all the Princes cf Orange from William I. 
Each wears a flaring orange-<oloured faih ; 
a circumftance as unfortunate fcH* the painter 
M the fcarlet robes in Mr. Copley's picture 
of the death of Lord Chatham. . 

The Prince's Mufeum, one of the princi- 
pal curiofities at the Hague, is vay fkh, and 
mod admirably kept. Englifhmen are po* 
litely told, that this is inferior to the Britifh 
Mufeum only. I do not fee how the two 
can be accurately compared, as each excels 
in a different way. This at the Hague is 
peculiarly rich in toys and other things from 
the Eaft Indies. The infefts and fhells arc 
very good. The birds uncommonly choice, 
though not very numerous. Our condudor 
was a gentleman whofe civilky could not be 
exceeded, but we were obliged to fee the 
fcrvant at the door. 

Mr. Lyonet the celebrated naturalift was 
then living at the Hague, and I fhould be 
ungrateful not to commemorate his polite- 
nefs in fherwing liit at ieifure his very capi-" 
tal collcftions of fhells and piftures. The 
former, although not fyflematically arranged, 
appeared one of the finefl colledions I had 
7 ever 
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erer fean^ containing many unique fhells, as 
well as all thofe that ufually fell at the dear- 
eft rate* Among others the very fpecimen 
of Trocbus folaris^ from which Rumphius's 
figure was drawn ; and efpecially that famous 
unique Conns Cedo nulli^ figured in Seba'8 
Mufeum, vol. 3. t. 48. yi 8, the defpair of 
aU other colle£tors. This flidl is not ^a- . 
nulated, as would appear from Seba's figure, 
but ^uite fmooth. The ihad^s of the mark- 
ing make it feem granulated. 

Among thcf pictures I was ftruck with a 
Jofeph by Rembrandt, not reprefented as 
ufual in his encounter with Potiphar's wife, 
but more peaceably employed in his ftudy ; 
fo that it might do as well for the portrait of 
any other good ftudious lad as for Jofeph: 
but the face is that of 

« -— — ^ no vulgar boy,'* 

Mr.Lyonet (hewed me alfo the manufcripf 
of an intended mifceilaneouswork of his own 
on Infeds, entirely plwiiological, and accom- 
panied with exquifite drawings ; and another 
on the PbaUiia Copts (Goat Moth) in i^ 
perfect ftate, intended as a fequel to his 
D J former 
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former elaborate and unrivalled treatife on 
the caterpillar of that fly. He even confiilted 
with a bookfeller in my prefence about the 
publication of thefe works ; but I have not 
yet heard of their appearance. Poffibly his 
death fome months afterwards might put a 
ilop to thenit He did not pretend to have 
difcoyered the ufe of the antennae of infedls, 
but rather fuppofed thpm the organ of fomc 
fenfe unknown to ps. 

This ingenious philofopher was, at the 
time I few him, a venerable grey-headed 
man, feventyr-ieight years pf age, full of ex- 
preffion, and very talkative j in his conver- 
iation continually expreffing his admiration 
pf the works of Nature, ^nd recurring to their 
Divine author. Jle fpoke of BufFon as a 
quack iji fcicnce, whof? faditious reputation 
M^ould certainly foon fall to the ground, 
Mr. Lyonet, not being at all ^ fyftematic naT 
turalift, feemed to knoW little or nothing of 
Linnseus, nor had he any of his works. He 
complained of the number of new names and 
terms that author has introduced j but this he 
appeared to have taken from report. Of all 
the foolifh objedipns to Linnaeus, of which 
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k has been my fortune to hear a great many, 
this furely is one of the moft abfurd : he has 
introduced new names only becaufe he has 
defcribed new objedis; as to old names, 
every intelligent naturalift well knows Lin- 
n;seus has been rather too cautious of chang- 
ing them. It would perhaps have been better 
could he early have fdrefeen his extenfive 
influence, and have reformed many diings 
which, from a deference to the opinion of* 
others, he fufiered to remain. — But, to return 
to Mr. Lyonet, 

I found him employed in writing an Art 
of Poetry (^" rifmn teneatis^^) in Dutch, from 
the commendable defign of improving the 
poetry of his own country; for he was a 
native of Holland, not as generally believed 
of France, nor has be ever been in that 
country; 

July 20. In returning by Delft, the 
churches of that place detained me a few 
hours. The old one, a clumfy edifice of red 
brick, has a neat pyramidal monument near 
the weft door, ornamented with, a medallion, 
in memory of the celebrated microfcopic phi- 
I D 4 lofopher, 
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lofopher, Leewenhoek. He died m 172 3^ 
aged ninety-one. The maufbleum of the 
great Admiral Tromp, in another part of 
this churdhy is very (uperb. 

In the new church, the chimes of which 
are very muiical, is the magnificent and vc 
nerable monument of the great Prince of 
Orange, William I. The eaft end of the 
church is femicircular, and a femidrcular 
range of pillars fupports the roof. Within 
thefe pillars is a large (pace furrounded with 
iron rails, and paved with black and white 
marble, under which is the family vault of 
the Princes of Orange. In the centre of this 
fpace, the beft poilible fituation, ftands the 
monument, confifting of a farcophagus, on 
which lies a marble figure of William I. in 
his robes, as if dead. At his feet is a dog, 
the expxeffion of whofe countenance cannot 
be too much ^idmired. Fidelity and flem 
grief <;ould not bq better rcprefented. Above 
is a magnificent pi^c? of architeiSureji con- 
fiding of a marble canopy, fuppqrted by four 
buttreff^s. of white marble, and twenty co- 
Jumnsof Mack and goId,in an admirable ftyle. 
On the top a t?iblet, held up by two boys 
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in Inronze, contains the epitaph, but in fuch 
fmall and obfcure characters I could not read 
it. At each comer of the tomb ftands a 
bronze figure, the firft reprefenting Liberty 
"with a cap, infcribed, furely with peculiar, 
cmphafi's, " Aurea lAbertas^^ the fecond 
is Fortitude, the third Religion, and the 
fourth Juftice, reprefented not blind, but ao- 
curately obferving, with rather too pert an 
air, the balance in her hand. Under an arch 
at the head of the tomb is a bronze ftatue of 
the fame Prince William I. in armour, in a 
fitting pofture; and at the other end of the 
tomb a figure of Fame juft taking flight,like- 
wife of bronze. All the figures are as large as 
life. This monument coft 1800/. fterling, 
"Who was the artift I know not, but the 
whole is in a ftyle of defign and execution 
vaftly fuperior to the tafte in England at 
the fame period; witnefs the uncouth monu- 
ments of Queen Elizabeth and Mary Queen 
of Scots in Weftminfter Abbey. 

On the pillars above the maufoleum hang 
various efcutcheons and trophies of the fami- 
I7. That of the late Princefs, eldeft daughter 

of 
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of King George IL i$ enriched with much 
cumbrous finerjr. 

On the north fide of the church a" hand-- 
fome monument has been lately ereded over 
the grave of the famous Hugo Grotius, con- 
fifting of a large arch of black marbloj with 
a white niche abfurdly containing a pyramid, 
a medallion, and various other things rather 
too much in a heap. Thisjbould have beea 
his epitaph ; . 

*' Sec nations flowly wife, and meanly juft, 
*• To buried merit raife the tardy buft."* 

yohnfon*s Vanity of Human Wijbes^ v. 159, 

Near the old church (lands the very houfc 
in which the illuftrious William !• was mur- 
. dered by a bigoted hireling of the King of 
Spain, July ibth, 1584. Two holes ftill re- 
main in the wall on the flairs, made by the 
piftol-balls after having paffed through his 
body, with a Dutch infcription near them to 
commemorate the event, if fuch an event 
ihould ever need a memorial. Leaving this 
^ awful fpot I could not help Handing fome 
minutes in the ftreet, picturing to myfelf 
what muft have paffed in" the town juft 
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after the accident ; the fpreading of the too 
interefting news, the terror, the defpair, the 
wrath, what muft they have been ! No 
wonder the murderer was put to death 
with every torture and indignity that could 
be devifed.' No wonder that bigots and ty- 
rants celebrated him as a martyr; and that 
his defcendants, to complete the execrable 
hiilory, were ennobled anc^ penfioned iii 
Spain. It is only aftonilhing that Spanifii 
nobility has not ever fince b^en a by-word 
for infamy, 

' From fo tranfient a vifit as mine, to a 
country fo well known as Holland, no new 
obfervations are to be expected. Its politi- 
cal ftate at this time was fuch as made it an 
unpleafant abode for a ftranger, efpecially an 
Englifhman. Diflurbances were every dry 
expefled at the Hague, and a party of gen- 
tlemen in the Prince's intereft paraded about 
the ftreets of Leydcn every night. The 
bulk df the people, " acrimonious and furly 
republicans" (to ufe the mighty Johnfon's 
furly phrafe), fhewed their patriotifm by an 
inveterate antipathy to the very name and 
^olour pf Pffinge. No wonder that fuch 

patriotifm 
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patrioufmlvas eafilyawedinto fubmiiIion,and 
that in a few weeks afterwards every public 
place glowed with orange cockades. Yet, in 
the laft century J thefe Dutchmen were warlike 
and free, at the fame time that they knew 
how to value princes deferving of their love* 
In this people, not *' chili penury," but on 
the contrary increafmg wealth feems to have 
•* reprefied the noble rage'* of the foul. A 
thirft for gain is certainly the prominent fea- 
ture of their charader. Woe to the ftranger 
who employs a Hollander without making 
a previous bargain, or who fhould hope, ia 
cafe of an overcharge, to find any thing like 
honour, fliame, or compaflion to work on 
by remonftrances ; nor muft the flighteft 
a£t of common charity be expeded without 
a reward. The cuftom of paying other peo- 
ple's fervants feems to exift in its full ex- 
tent in Holland. In coftiing away from an 
evening party I have feen a footman at the 
door with both hands fo lilled with florins, 
he was quite at a lofs how to difpofe of 
what were pouring in upon him. It ought, 
however, to be mentioned, in jufticetoHoU 
land, that I did not oblecve there the far 

more 
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more Ihabby cuftom of card-tnofuj^ which 
ftill diigraces my own country ; a cuftom fo 
totally repugnant to all ideas of hofpitality, 
and all the feelings of a gentleman, that no^ 
thing but a habit of gaming could debafe 
our national manners low enough to tole- 
rate it. 

Whether or not cleanlinels be pofitively a 
virtue I believe moralifts are fcarcely agreed, 
for they have hot all travelled through Hol- 
land to France. No traveller will find a dirty 
bed in the worft Dutch inn ; nor, except the 
fmell of tobacco which impregnates all the 
rooms and furniture, and the fpitting-pots 
placedon the tea-table, and often much tm Ukc 
the cream-pot in flxape, will }ie meet with any 
thing inconfiftent with perfeft cleanlin^fs. 
Some utenfils are of fuch refplendent bright- 
nefs and purity, that it fhocks a perfon of 
any feeling to make ufe of them for the pur- 
pofes fo? which they arc defigned. 
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CHAP. V. 



ANTWERP. 



July 22. XX^VING croffed the Maeftf 
from Rotterdam the preceding evening, and 
flept at a fmall inn on the other fide, I de- 
parted at five in the morning, in what 
is called the poft waggon, for Antwerp. 
The carriage was much better than its name 
promifed, and might have been called a coach 
in England ; certainly it would in France have 
been entitled a carojfe^ The firft paat of the 
road lay through a moft unpleafant marfliy 
country, where Senecio paludofuSy msLrfh 
ragwort, grew Iparingly in the ditches, but 
quite out of my reach, even if I had Ven- 
tured to incur the fulpicion of infanity by 
defiring the coachman to ftop ; fo J was 
obliged to be content with having at leaft 
feen It growing once in my life. Thefe 
low lands were fucceeded by open fandy 

heaths, 
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heaths, no lefs wretchfed, in the midft of 
vrhich we dined at a miferable hovel A 
ftarved tree near our inn afforded me a 
Ucben unknown in England, now defcribed 
in the Tranfadions of the Linnaean Society, 
vol. i. p. 83, by the name of L. corrugatus. 
Soon afterwards the face of the country be- 
gan to mend, and the (lately fpire of Ant- 
werp appeared in fight. We (lopped to 
take forae refrefhment at a little village 
which wore the appearance of cheerfulnefs* 
Here I firft faw a monk. His whole de- 
portment was animated with zeal, and his 
eyes fparkfed with enthufiafm. Before the 
door of the inn flood an image of the Virgin, 
enfhrined in glafs, decorated with flowers 
and a variety of tinfel ornaments, which 
no one pafTed without a devout inclination 
of the head, or other fign of veneration, 
according to the zeal of the pafTenger ; but 
it was not to this virgin the devotions of 
my monk were diredled, nor was his piety 
of thit oftentatioiis kind which fhews itfelf by 
praying at the cornets of flreets. I unde- 
fignedly difturbed him by abruptly entering 
the little parlour where he was with the 

daughter 
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daughter of the landlord, a pretty pluMj* 
lafs about fixteen. She no doubt was pro- 
fiting by the holy father's lefTons df 
piety. 

We arrived at Antwerp about eight; 
were not much troubled with queftions at 
tiie gates^ nor was our baggage opened* 
At the Hotel St. Antoine, a very good inn, 
we found a table magnificently Ipread, aiid 
adorned at each corner with a very large 
and fuperb glafs-beaker, filled with excellent 
water, which to me, who had lived fo long 
on the ditch water of Holland, and who 
would at any time prefer a draught of the 
pure element to the beft Falcrniaii Horacfc 
ever celebrated, was a real treat. 

yuly 23. Being Sunday, I heard Higl; 
Mafs in perfedion, for the firft time, in the 
noble cathedral of this town, with curiofity 
not unmixed with awe. The pageantry of 
the fervice, the fweet and folemn mufic, 
the proflxate multitude, all naturally im- 
preffed a folitary and unproteded flranger, 
of a different perfuafion, with unufual fenfa^ 
tions, partly perhaps juftified by reafon, 

partly 
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partly originatmg in that bigotry, from 
which I fear the beft of us are not always free. 
Antwerp is faid to be a place of great devotion 
and of great gallantry, feelings well known 
not to be incompatible. Surely the inhabitants 
have need of every fort of diffipation to make 
exiftence tolerable in fo gloomy and lifelefs a 
town. One would think the plague had 
fwept away half of them, and that the 
reft were deprecating the vengeance of 
Heaven by a folemn faft. Every thing 
here is gloomy and myfterious. Thofe 
countenances which nature formed for 
** wreathed fmiles," the genuine expreflion 
of an uncorrupted and ingenuous mind, 
are here the feat of hypocritical and wanton 
leers ; and the natural irrefiftible charms of 
youth and beauty, are effaced by the traces 
of art and intrigue. 

The Schelde is a fine river, about as broad 
as the Thames at Chelfea : but the Dutch, 
having poflefEon of its mouth, have ruined 
the trade of Antwerp ; and this proud city, 
once fo flourifliing, now ftands a filent mo- 
nument of the melancholy influence of 
tyranny and fuperftition. While its defpi- 
, Vol. I. E cable 



cable mhabitanu are Ami; in idteneftand 
flotfa, with tkeir conconutaot vices, an^ 
firarcely capable of siny higher duty thaa 
kneeling to thek Madonnas at the corner o§ 
tvcTj^ ftreet; the triumphant and i&duftriou# 
Hollanders, happy at home and rtffcGktd 
abroad, have long ago feen thofe who wiihed 
to bind them in chains humbled at theii; 
feet, and thofe very chains themfehres byi 
this time defpifed an4 trampled otk by the 
greater part of mankind. 

The churches of Antwerp afford high 
gratification to a connotfieur in painting ;« 
no where are the works, of Rubens to be 
feen in greater perfedioa and abundances 
An enumeration of only the moft choice 
morfels in this way would lead me too far« 
A valet-dc-place, with a little book published 
on purpofe, will inform all curious travdlcrsy 
much better than I can,, what they are to 
enquire for; other readers will think my 
Journal long enough without fUch ampU-r 
fications. Yet I cannot refrain from ikying 
a few words on the fubjedL 

Family monuments in the churches ci 
Antwerp are moft commonly adorned with 

paintings 
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|>aintmg8 by the beft maften^ either portraits 
of tihie principal pcrfons there buried, or 
portions of facred hiftory, by which they 
are rendered more interefting than fuch me^ 
ttiorials generally are* But the more ela- 
borate and fuperb productions of the pencil, 
are commonly to be fcen in the altar-pieces. 
Of diefe the moft celebrated of all is the 
defcait from the crdfs, over one of the 
fmaller altars in the cathedral, efteemed the 
mafter-^iece of RubenS, in which he has 
drawn the portraits of his three wives. Of 
the force and harmony of colouring, the 
management of light and fhade, and all the 
peculiar excellencies of Rubens exhibited in 
this pidure, too much cannot be faid ; but 
it is too well known by engravings to need 
any defcription here. The principal altar- 
piece of St. Walburgh's church, by the fame 
great mafter, is equally admirable. Its fub- 
jedi is the elevation of the crofs. Nothing 
can be more animated and mafterly. Every 
mufcle of the principal figure is alive, and 
his exquifite fenfibility and refignation under 
the greateft bodily fufFerings, are reprefentcd 
with mofl energetic truth. ' This pidlure is 
E 2 accom- 
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accompanied by others whofe fubje^ are 
conneded with it, and the whole forms one 
of the fined aiTemblages that can be feen. 

Of the innumerable paintings in the ca- 
thedral, befides the capital picture above 
mentioned, many by Rubens, and worthy 
of his pencil, claim the firft attention ; nor 
are they the only ones. The ftory of St, 
Thomas, with fome other pieces by Martin 
dc Vos, and efpecially the monument of the 
Vander Aa family by Cornelius de Vos, 
fcarcely fufFer by a comparifon with the 
works of Rubens himfelf. The altar-piece 
in the chapel of the Circumcifion, by Quintin 
Matfys, is efteemed his mafter-piece, and 
has great merit for ftrong and juft exprefSon, 
though deficient in thofe graces which charm 
us in the productions of a more advanced pe^ 
riod of the Flemifh fchool. I enquired with 
eager curiofity after the pidure of the Fallen 
Angels by Floris^ to which Matfys, being in 
love with the painter's daughter, and having 
taught himfelf painting on purpofe to obtain 
her, added a fly, or rather a huge humble-bee, 
upon the thigh of one of the angels ; wWch 
futprifed and pleafed Floris fo much when 

he 
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he next looked at his pidure, that he gave 
Matfys his daughter. This piece is in good 
prefervation over one of the altars of the 
nave. 

In this church are feveral fine {tainted 
windows, and fome good morfels of fculp-^ 
ture jefpecially a bas-relief of children turn- 
ing the wine-prefs, on the altar of the Wine- 
coopers' Company, by Quillen ; and above 
all, St. Sebaftian, with two children, carved 
in wood by the fam.e artift, in another part 
of the church. 

The monument of Quintin Matfys near 
the weft door is always fhewn to ftrangers, 
as well as the ornaments of a pump near it, 
wrought entirely with a- hammer by the 
hand of that celebrated painter during his 
firft profeflion of a fmith. His epitaph fays, 

Connuhialis amor dt Mulcihre fecit ApelUm. 

The magnificent Gothic outfide of this 
cathedral is well known by Hollar's accurate 
print. I afcehded the tower as high as pof* 
fible, for the ftair-cafe does not reach to near 
the top. The view from it is extenfive, and 
comprehends feveral confiderable towns. 

E3 St. 
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St Jimes^s churth is the ^ofl remarkable^ 
next to the cathedral^ for its fize and magnifi-^ 
cenctf as well as flgfi pidures. Here Rubens 18^ 
buried. The altar-piece of his chapel isoa e 
of his moft exquifite performances. The 
fubjeft a H0I7 Family, with St. Jerome and 
St. Geofgej the latter his own portrait* 
Thofe who know the works of Rubens may 
i:onceive fome idea of this enchanting pic<- 
tore, by imagining all the perfeftioas of that 
inimitable painter united j thofe who are not 
converfant with his merits, could form no 
conception of it from the moft elaborate de-- 
N fcription* His friend Gfcvaerts, who wrote 
his epitaph^ in dwelling with fo much com*;- 
placcncy on the fubjed of his embafTy from 
Philip IV. to Charlefe I, feetos to forget that 
there have beea many ambafladors iji tjie 
world, but never another Rubens. 
' All the churches in Antwerp abound 
with family vaults, now rendered ufdefs, or 
rather innoxious, by the Emperor's decree 
againft burying in towns. Near the cathedral 
is a hbufe to which every corpfe is carried, 
after the fervice at the church has been per^ 
formed. There the friends confign it to peiv 
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;fon8 appointed jon puipofe to oonvcj it io a 
buiyiag-^ground out of town, where priefls 
jmd laymen^ rich and poor, lie iide hy fide 
without diftind:ion. Theoldburying-ground, 
jndead of being the fource of pcftilence and 
an objed: of difguft, is now a verdant and 
beautiful fquare, equally healthy and onia- 
nxental, 

Befides the pidures in churches, Antwerp 
has fome good private coUedions* In that 
jof Mr. Van Lancker, in the Place de Mer, I 
faw a moft capital pidure of an Army 
plundering a country, by Wouvermans, and 
a view near Scheveling by the fame hand ; 
a fine landfcape by Both ; feveral pieces of 
Rubens and Rembrandt, &c. — MefTrs Pilaer 
and Beeckmans, dealers in pi^res, Hiewed 
me Rembrandt's mother, by himfelf, not un- 
like that formerly at Houghton, and a young 
man very well painted by the fame hand. 
The former they valued at three hundred 
pounds, the latter at eighty. An artift 
kept in their houfe paints flov/ers very ad- 
mirably on glafs, in a fmgular method. The 
colours in oil are laid ' on the back of the 
glafs, fo^that the lights muft be done firft ; 
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juft the reverie of ordinary painting. But I 
fear my readers will be glad to hear no Qiore 
of painting for the prefent. To fliall only beg 
leave, which perhaps had better ha vebeen done 
long ago, to refer them to Mr. Ireland's tour 
through the Low Countries, for full infor- 
mation on thefe points. 

On one of the bridges at Antwerp is a 
crucifix as large as life, with the following 
infcription : 

Effigiem CbriJH dum tranjis pronus honor a : 
No'n tamen effigiem^fed quern defignat adora. 

That is — Honour the image of Chrifi as you pafs along^ 
but referve your devotions for Chri/l himfelf. 

This is very fenfible; but who can help 
remarking that the infcription, being in 
Latin, is addrefled to thofe only who do 
not want fuch advice, -and not to the vulgar, 
who are moft in danger of falling into 
idolatry ? ^ ^ ' 
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BRUSSELS, AND FROM THENCE TO PARIS, - 

yufy 24- A Tolerably good diligence 
took me in about fcven hours to Bruflela, 
through a pretty village called Conti, and 
Mechlin, a, good town famous for its lace, 
and the environs of which are pleafant. In 
a town between this place and Bruflels is an 
iramenfe houfe of correction lately built, 
capable of containing fix hundred perfons. 
The country improved much as we ajv 
proached the place of our deftination. We * 
pafled feveral very noble villas, with gardens . 
in the Englifh tafte fa rAngloife)^ which are 
quite the fafhion here ; and among others the 
fuperb country feat of the Governor, brother- 
in-law to the late Emperor, which I have 
ever fince regretted not flopping to vifit. 

Putting up at the Hotel Rouge, by no 
means the beft, nor . indeed the worft hotel 
in Bruflels, I was immediately peftered with 

laquais- 
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laquaisi-de-placc, and, after I went to bed, 
by a worfe plague, thofe troublefome and 
difgufting infeds from which Dutch* clean- 
linefs had hitlierto preferved me,^and whofc 
very name is obfcene'in England to all but 
Londoners. At the table-d*h6te I was 
afhamed to acknowledge as my countryman 
a talkative young man, who amufed the ap- 
parently incredulous company with fuch ac- 
x:ounts of h\$ prowefe, that he fcemed to 
want to pds for another Hercules, though 
by his appearance one would rather have 
;taken him, as parfon Adams fays, for Hyla& 
Dr. Burtin, an eminent phyfician and nar 
-luralift, for whom I had letters, was out of 
.town J I therefore only took a hafty view of 
the principal churches, &c. the day after my 
arrival, and departed on the following noon. 
. Tlie great church is a ftately Gothic pile, 
v^ith fome fme and well-preferved painted win- 
do ws* The pulpit a curious piece of carving 
in wood, brought from the Jefuits' church at 
Louvain, It reprefents Adam and Eve, with 
tlie Virgin, Chrift, Angels, and other figures* 
There are many good pictures over the dif* 
fereat altar*. 

The 
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^the churdb <£ the Capuchios bas a dead 
Qmft in the arms of the Virgin, with vari- 
ous other figures, by Rubens ; a capital [MCr 
ture, but fomewh^tt faded, and an aogel iia 
red on one fide has a bad e£fed. The altai: 
of this church is fumiflied with abundance 
of rotten bones and other relicks in glaft 
cafes* The Capuchins^ will touch no mo* 
ney, fo I gave a fmall gratuity to a womaii 
who was to g^ve it to the convent, and 
in returh the friars promifed me their 
prayers. 

The altar-piece of the barefooted Carmo^ 
lites is a very fine affumption of the Virgin, 
by Rubens ; and near it, by the fame mafter, 
but not of equal merit, Chrift and Str 
Therefa. 

The palace built by the late Duke Gharkd 
of Lorraine is well worth feeing, though jaot 
fo ftiagnificent as elegant and really comfort- 
able. The inlaid floors however are remark- 
ably handfome. One room is wainfcotted 
with coloured inlaid woods, reprefenting the 
rape of the Sabines, and other hiftorical 
pieces, in the ftyle of tapeftry, with a tolerably 
Ijood effed* The ornaments are of bronze. 

The 
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The next apartment is lined with japaa 
and lookii^ glaiTes, and there is an el^ant 
cloTet hung with tambour work on filfc. The 
furniture rich embroidery and very good filk 
tapeftry. There is only one manufadory 
of tapeftry in thifr town at^prefent. Its pro- 
duAions are held in confiderable eftimation* 
- In the principal fquare are Icveral public 
buildings of great magnificence. Many of 
their external ornailients are g^t. The Hotdl 
de Ville has a very elegant {pire. The park 
is a delightful place for walking, and the 
view from the ramparts rich and extenfive. 

BrufTels is faid to be an agreeable place 
.for ftrangers. It has all the gaiety and diilipa- 
tion of a court, or rather of a watering place ; 
for the great concourfe of idle ftrangers 
makes it more refemble the latter. 

I cbferved feveral nuns of the diflblved 
monafteries walking about in their religious 
habits, and was told they generally perfifted 
in wearing them. 

yuly 26. The Paris diligence conveyed 
me through a fine cultivated country, with 
here and there fome rifmg gfoundj to Mons^ 

where 



( 6i ) 

where we fkpt. This town ftanda oa aii 
eminence, commanding extenfive plains. 

yuly 27. Setting out at four o'clock, wt 
arrived by ten at Valenciennes, famous for 
its bleaching-grounds. This being a French 
town, our baggage was examined with all that 
troublefome exadnefs, and that infolence of 
oflSce, fo unpleafant to an honeft man, and 
yet fo infufficient to prevent fraud. We were 
detained in this place four hours, and found 
no objeci of curiofity to confole us. At length 
we refigned ourfelves again to our rum- 
bling vehicle, and arrived early in the even- 
ing at Cambray, a place interefting on many 
accounts; not fo much for what is to be 
feen there, as for the events of which it re- 
minds us. The town is handfome and plea- 
fant, like fome of the fmaller cities in Engr 
land, but more ftrongly fortified. Its old 
Gothic cathedral is richly adorned ; the clock 
lingular and curious. The choir is decorated 
in a modem tafle, and fo placed that the 
altar, rich in filver, and very handfome, ftands 
immediately under the fpire. Underneath is 
the common vault of the Archbifhops, and 

their 
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Aeir epitaphs are on tablets of Wack marbfo 
on the pillars furrounding the chdir. Here 
lie the venerable remains *of Fenelon; 
but I could not find his monument, nof 
could the guide point it out to me, though 
it certainly exifts there, and is ornamented 
with his buft. His afhes are mixed with 
thofc of vulgar Archbifliops j but the temple 
of fuperftition is not worthy to be the 
guardian of his name. 

The abbey church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
which is modem and very eleganf, is chiefly 
remarkable for fome pictures by a painter 
of Antwerp, intended to imitate bas-reliefs, 
and thought the bell things of their kind. 
They have too much th6 air of a trick. 

Some of my companions were defirous, 
in the true ftyle of French travellers, of go- 
ing to the play. We were juft in time to 
pay our money, and fee half a fcene, before 
the curtain drojJped. 

^uly 2^8. Leaving Cambray at four in the 
morning, which was ftill and mifty, I could 
oot help contemplating the thenfiknt unoccu- 
pied battlenients,and folitary rampansjfo often 

' th« 
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Ae theatre of bloodjr contentions between 
people who cookt have no pbffiWe inducement 
fo cut one another^s throats, but a llaviih 
adoption of the pride and caprice of their 
own tyrants. How* vain were the wifh thstt 
theie walls might moulder away in tindif* 
ftirbed tranquillity, till the plough-fhare and 
pruning^hook take po(feflion of their fite ! 

About ten we arrived at Petonne, but 
paffed through its fuburbs^ onty, where we 
were again thoroughly examined , and where 
we dined at that early hour. 13ere every 
thing began to wear a very frerichificd ap- 
pearance. Our plates, like thofe i n common 
ttfe all throujgh France, were of the fliapc 
and thickneft of the red pans ufexl in Eng- 
land to fet under garden-pots. ' The fait 
feemed to have been mixed with an equal 
quantity of pepper, fo abundant w;iis the pro- 
portion of drofs. This of courfe ^was royal 
fait, and it was treafon to hint t'hat it was 
not the very beft poflible. 

Dirtinefs of lalt, however, is bu 't a trifling 
public imperfedion compared wit bi dirtinefs 
of ideas and manners ; of which, i ilas ! I too 
foon^ difcavered ftrlking marks inl the Aoft 
^ , $ polifhed 
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polifhed and elegant, of naticn^^and wluch 
veracity vrfll not allow me to conceal. Our 
company in the diligence confifted of feveral 
reputable people of the middle ranks of life^ 
chiefly in the mercantile line, with a well-in- 
formed and literary lawyer, an elderly woman 
of genteel appearance, and a beautiful girl c^ 
fij^teen, as innocent and unaflfeded as thofe 
of my own country-women at that age who 
have never been at a boarding-fchool. Shall 
I record, that in this company the moft undif- 
guifed and fhocking defcriptions were given 
of the debaucheries of the capital, and parti- 
culars, which would fcarcely be whifpered in 
England, , difcufled with the moft minute 
jexadtnefs ! I cannot relate even the outlines 
of the converlatipn. Suffice it to fay, I liiep 
for the firli time learned what, for the honour 
of both fcixes, few would - believe were I to 
relate it, and ftill fewer I hope will divine 
from my filence. If any fhould, let them 
then go a nd admire the beauties of an elegant 
Parifian circle,* 

«« _with what aj>petitc they may.*' 

JHow «did I feel for the lovely innocent 

4 wha 
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tiiat was obliged to hear the whole ! She 
feemed to underftand enough only to wifh 
(he had not heard it ; while the old lady 
joined in the converfation; expreffing^ natu-« 
rally enough, her horror at the fads, but not 
feeming at ail fhocked at the relation of 
them. 

We continued our journey without inter- 
ruption all diat night, and next morning by 
ten atrrived at Paris. 

July 29. The country appeared flat and 
unpleafant. This approach to the capital is 
one of the worft. The fuburbs on its north 
fide are ill built and dirty. They have a ftrik- 
ing refemblance to the worft parts of £din« 
burgh ; and every little fliop where bread, 
beer, wine, &c. are fold, is painted on the 
outfide with a moft uncouth reprefentation 
of loaves, and bottles with liquor fpouting 
fix)m them into glaffes, exaAly as at £dii>- 
burglu Nor in this trifling circumfl^ince 
alone do thefe two capitals refemble each 
other. The ftyle of building, at leaft of the 
dd houfes; the cuftom c^ dividing one 
houfe-ioto £everal tenements, with one coin- 

Vot* L F mon 
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mon open ftaircafe, is the fame in both ; not 
to mention other dicumftances which it 
might feem invidious to particukrizef and 
which are indeed too celebrated to need a 
repetition. 

Accident took me into an indifierent hotel, 
where the gilt tables and filk furniture but 
ill atoned for the dirty brick floors, and 
other uncomfortable appearances. I attempt- 
ed to dine at the table-d'hote, but my ill 
flars obliged me to pafs through the kitchen, 

I beg the reader's pardon for troubling 
him with thefe petty diftrefTes. Such things 
form the middle tints in the colouring of life, 
and have their importance in the general ef- 
fedkr The impreffions I experienced on my 
lirft arrival at Paris were fo unfavourable, 
that nothing could have reconciled me to 
the thoughts of a long abode there but the de- 
lightful anticipation of renewing old friend- 
Ihips and forming new ones ; of converfing 
with perfons of congenial taftes with my 
own ; of contemplating a new fcene of men 
and things, and of judging for myfelf in matr 
ters known hitherto by hearfay only. Such 
.objects would reconcile one'to fleqping in a 

. dyageon* 
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dmigeoiii Never did I experience a momeat 
of ennui after the, day of my arrival I fpent 
three months in the very fame hotel, always 
indeed avoiding the kitchen and table-d'hotej 
and was fcrved with the utmoft civility and 
attention. When other amufements failed, 
I was diverted hy my, oppofite neighbipur, 
who, before Sundays and holidays, difplayed 
on the roof his habiliments- of lilac env? 
broidered with filver, along with, fome new- 
waihed pieces of linen intendec^ as a fubflir 
tute for a fliirt. Whenever I was difpofed 
to roam abroad, every perambulation af- 
forded amufement or information* After 
mornings fpent among books or plants, my 
afternoons, when not otherwife employed, 
Were devoted to a ramble in that epitome of 
all Paris, the Palais Royal, and from thence 
through the delightful gardens of the Tuille- 
lies and along the Boulevards to the gate of 
St Denis, or perhaps to the Vauxhall d'ete, 
or fome of the many theatres which feenx 
one of the neceflaries of life to a Frenchman^ 
In the fine evenings of fiimmer the Royal 
Botanic Garden was much fi-equented, efpeci- 
ally by the literati. I was taken there the 
F 2 ' evening 
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evening of my arrival by my good fiiend 
Mr* Brouflbnet^ with whofe friendfliip a 
ftranger could want nothing in Paris, and 
whofe benevolence I had not now to feek 
for the firft time. To him and to die cele- 
brated botanift Mr. L'Heritier I trulled with 
full confidence for every thing that friend- 
Ihip could exped ; it were too little to lay I 
was never difappointed. 

And here it may not be amifs to depart a 
little from the form of a journaL I fhali 
therefore, in a few following chapters, com- 
prize under two or three general heads, 
what I have to fay about Paris and ite en^- 
rons ; beginning with fome things moft ge- 
nerally noticed by ftrangers; then proceeding 
to matters of fcience ; referying mifcellaneous 
remarks till my return. Not that it is poiE- 
ble to keep thefe fubje£ts petfedly diftind, 
efpecially in Ipeaking of little excurfions 
made in the neighbourhood of Paris, in 
which I have found it moft convenient to 
mention at once every thing that prefented 
itfelf in the coiu-fe of each. 
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CHAP. VII. 



VERSAILLES. ST. GERMAIN. 

Jug. 6. Sunday being the bed day 
in the week for feeing Verfailles, Mr. Brouf. 
fonet accompanied me thither. The road 
was crowded with all kinds of carriages, 
and thofe carriages with Chevaliers de St. 
Louis. We faw the royal family go to 
chapel, with young maids of honour paint* 
ed of a rq^ colour^ and old ones crimfon. 
We law the crowd adoring their grand mo- 
narque^ little thinking how foon that adora- 
tion would ceafe. The king's countenance 
feemed agreeable and benignant, by no means 
vacant ; his ears, which his hair nev« co- 
vered, were remarkably large and ugly, and 
he walked ill. He had fome very fine dia- 
monds in his hat. The queen received 
company in her chamber, not having been 
F 3 out 
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out of it fincc her lying-in. The kiag*s 
brothers had nothing flxiking about them^ 

Verfailles muft undoubtedly be allowed 
the praife of magnificence, if not of elegance 
or claffical tafte. The great terrace is fuperb, 
and the view from it as fine as art could 
make a dreary barren wafte* The fandy 
walks of the gardens, between miferable cut 
hedges, are crowded with indifferent ftatues, 
but deftitute of verdure or any natural 
charms. The water-works furprife by their 
magnificence and abfurdity, and tire with 
their noife and frequency ; yet, when they 
are not playing, Verfailles is the moft me- 
lancholy fpot upon earth. The large lake is 
fine on account of its fize, though unpleafantly 
formal. Near it are fome tolerably natural 
Woods, but they have nothing pi£turefque 
or peculiarly interefting. 

The ponds produce abundance of Trapa 
natans^ water caltrops, the fpongy footftalks 
of whofe leaves fupport them on the furface, 
and whofe fruit is eatable, tafting like chef* 
nuts. This plant might be naturalized in 
our marfhland ditches. 

Tht 
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The Orangery is very noble, and contains 
feme trees x:oeval with Francis I. 

In the Menagerie are feveral rare animals, 
as a very large male Rhinoceros, a fine 
Zebra, a beautiful fpecies oi Antelope from 
the Cape ; alfo a Pelican and Columba crif-^ 
tafa Linn, with many other fcarce birds. 

We vifited the celebrated Mr. le Monnier, 
firft phyfician to Louis XV. after whom 
Monnieria was named, and found him in 
his garden with MefTrs. Thouin, Dombey, 
and other botanifts.. He fhewed us many 
fine American trees, and fome rare oriental 
plants, as Lepidium vejicarium^ a new Onofma^ 
and a very curious new Garidella. His Her- 
barium is faid to be uncommonly valuable ; 
but my time would not allow me to make 
ufe of the permiflion he politely gave me to 
ftudy it. 

From Verfailles we pafled by Marli to Sf, 
Germain-en-laye, and flept at the houfe qf 
the- venerable Marechal de Noailles, the old 
friend and correfpondent of Linnaeus, and 
the firft patron of the fexual fyftem in 
France. His garden, rich in "hardy trees 
. and flirubs, is laid out in the Englilh tafte, 

F 4 Since 
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Since my being there the Marechal has de* 
corated it with a monument to LinnaeuS) and 
has celebrated a jubilee in his honoun 

From the terrace before the royal palace 
of St. Germain, is an extenfive profpedl to 
the eaft. The fpires of St. Denis are feen 
at about four miles diftance, and from hence 
Louis XIIL contemplated them on his death- 
bed. " There," faid the dying monarch, 
difgufted with the world, and difappointed 
in his deareft attachments, " there is my laft 
home, to which I fliall fpon remove." 
Louis XIV. his fon had no relifh for con- 
templating his own burying-place, and for 
that reafon, it is faid, preferred the miferable 
fituation of Verfailles to that of St. Ger- 
main. 

-'«?• 7^ We vifited a gentleman who rer 
galed us at breakfafl with the Abricots 
du Pape. This fruit, which has not yet 
been introduced into England, is about the 
fize and colour of an Orleans plumb, but 
downy. Its flavour approaches that of an 
apricot, though more fpirited. In the ftreet 
Papilio Fodaltrius was flying, fo that I fee 

no 
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no mibn vfkj that infe^ may not alfo be 
found in England, as feme have reported, 
but more have doubtedt It is more plenti-* 
fill in the fouthern parts of France, efpeci* 
ally about the coafls of the Mediterranean. 

After dinner we were entertained with 9, 

(hooting party of the Grand Monarque in 

the foreft of St. Germsun, about a mile from 

the town. The Marechal attended the King 

on horfeback. His Majefty arrived about 

half paft three in a coach, and having taken 

off his coat and blue ribband, appeared in a 

brown linen drefs, with leather fpatter- 

dafhes. He proceeded on foot, immediately 

followed by eight pages in blue and white 

dreflTes made like his own. Each of them 

carried 1 fowling-piece ready Ipaded, and as 

foon as the King had fired off that in his hand, 

he took another from the page next hinu 

Behind thefe pages followed ten or twelve 

Swifs guards, with feveral perfons whofe of^ 

^ce it was to attend, among others a phy- 

fician and a furgeon, all on horfeback ; as 

was the Marechal de Noailles and a few 

other perfons of rank, moft of whom con- 

yerfcd occafionally with the J^lng. Some 

"of 
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of their train followed on foot, as did Brouf- 
fonet and myfelf. The greater part of the 
Ipedlators were kept at a confiderable dif- 
tancc, by guards forming a fpacious ring. 
On the right and left of the King were per- 
fons with dogs, taraife the game of all kinds, 
which had been previoufly driven to this 
fpot as much as poffible. His Majefty killed 
almoft every thing he aimed at, fo that the 
deftrudion on the whole muft have Been very 
great. 

The King having learned by fome acci- 
dent that there were Englifhmen in his train, 
defired the Marechal to acquaint them with 
Margaret Nicholfon's attempt on the life of 
the King of Great Britain, of which he had 
juft had an accouflt by exprefs, adding, that 
the King had received no harm, and was 
very well. A very polite and ufeful piece 
of coadefcenfion ; for when we returned to 
town that evening, all Paris was filled with . 
the report of hisMajefty's having been abfo- 
lutely murdered. 

The road from St. Germain to Paris pafles 
clofe to the great machine which raifts 
water from the Seine, to fupply the foun- 
tains 
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taias of V^rfailles and Marli, and which is 
a ftupendous piece of mechanifm. The 
artift who conftnidted it was named Ranne- 
quin. It ridfcs 5258 tuns of water, in 24 
hours, to the height of 500 feet. 
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CHAR VIII. 

CHURCHES OF PARIS AND ITS 
NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

T H E old church of St. Genevieve is 
chiefly remarkable for the number of votive 
pictures, and for the tomb of Clovis the nifl: 
chriftian king of France ; for courtefy obliges 
us to call him a chriftian king. The new 
church now building, dedicated to the fame 
faint *^ may perhaps be more celebrated for 
containing the afhes of Voltsdre and Mira- 
beau ; for, whether their memory be ho- 
noured or abhorred by pofterity, they will 
certainly not be forgotten. This new 
church is a magnificent edifice. Its portico 
is the only very beautiful piece of architec- 
ture that it was my fortune to meet with in 
Paris, except the celebrated colonnade of the 
Louvre, not indeed more celebrate^ than it 

♦ Since called the Pantheon. 
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defenres. Th^ portico of St. Genevieve 
feem6 to have been imitated on a fmaller 
fcale at Carlton-houfe, but its effedl is there 
injured by the fcreen, rather injudicioufly 
copied from a palace at Paris. The Palais 
de Bourbon, from whence that fcreen is 
taken, has a very fpacious court next the 
ftreet ; the front of the houfe* towards that 
court has no windows, and is low and very 
plain, fo that the fcreen is there a neceflary 
ornament, or at leaft a fort of artifice to 
give the building confequence, for which the 
beautiful portico of CarIton*-houfe had no 
occafion. 

The church of St. Sulpice, rebuilt by 
Louis XV. is almoft as magnificent as that 
of St. Genevieve, but not in fo fine a tafte. 
Nothing however can be more ftriking than 
the chapel of the Virgin behind the high al- 
tar. In arecefs behind fome pillars which 
are above the altar of this chapel is a white 
marble figure of the Virgin, with the infant 
Jefus, as large as life, defcending from Hea- 
ven on clouds, which fly before her, aiifl 
curl round the bafes of fome of the columns. 
The fight 18 thrown on the figures from 
% behind^ 
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behind, in fuch a manner that one kaowg 
not from whence it comes,^ and the whole 
has a moft aftonilhing efied. Nor is the 
roof of this chapel lefs happily imagined 
Several pillars fupport a circular cornice, 
labove which is a dome painted By Le Moine, 
reprefenting the heavens opened, with God 
the father and all the heavenly hoft. This 
dome being of a much larger diameter than 
the cornice, and confequently independent 
of it, the eye has no fixed point by which 
it can judge of the diftance of the plane of 
the pifture ; a very great advantage, almoft 
producing a deception^ 

In the nave are two fliells of the gigantic 
cockle, Cbama gtgantea^ which an infcrip- 
tion tells us " were prefented by the Vene- 
** tians to Francis I. as natural curiofities 
" to ornameat his palace ; but that Louis 
'^ XV, more %eahus for the glory of God^ 
•* deftined them to hold holy water here ;'^ 
which purpofe they now ferve, being edged 
with brafs. Thus the church had an op- 
portunity of paying a compliment to the 
king, in return for his compliment to the 
church J but we muft not be feduced by 

this 
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this infcfiption into ccnclufions refpeftiog 
the comparative piety of Francis !• not 
confiftent with his holy zeal in burning he- 
retics ; for thefe fliells were certainly much 
greater curiofities in his time than they were 
in that of Louis XV, whofe church m^ht 
have been lined with fuch at no very great 
expence. 

The cathedral of Notre Dame is a light 
Gothic ftrudure, fomewhat in the ftyle of 
York Minfter, but inferior in fize arid ma^r 
nificence. From its towers, which are not 
very high, is a good view of the town. The 
monument of the Comte d'Harcourt by 
Pigale, in one of the chapels, is worth feeing; 
in another is a good pidlure by Vanio, of 
St. Charles Boromeo adminxftering the facra- 
ment to people fick of the plague. 

The Sainte Chapelle, built by St. Louis, is 
a much more elegant model of Gothic archi- 
tedlure, and its painted windows harmonize 
well with the building. It is enriched with 
xelicks, whofe pretenfions are very great in- 
deed J but in thefe fceptical days they would 
hardly fetch fo much money as they did 
from that pious king, whofe great and good 

(j^ualitieg 
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qualities however make ns tefyeGt even his 
weaknefles, at the fame time that we the more 
deeply lament them. One vifits with dif- 
ferent fcnfations the church of the Engliih 
Benedidines, where the reftiains of our 
unfortunate James IL and of his daughttt- 
in-law, lie ftill unburied. Their coffins, 
Covered with tattered palls, and crofles of 
cloth of filver, are accompanied with a buft 
of the king call from his dead body in wax. 
He exprefsly defired that his alhes might 
lie here in ftate, till his viiSorious fon 
ihould tranfport them to England, to mix 
with thofe of his forefathers* But here 
they ftill remain, and probably will con- 
tinue. So deplorable a fpe£tacle foftened 
imy contempt into pity. 

JEvery lover of the arts muft contemplate 
with peculiar pleafure the monument of 
Cardinal de Richlieu, in the church of the 
Sorbonne, one of the fineft pieces of modern 
fculpture out of Italy. The form of the 
whole mafs is very good. The figure at 
the feet is perhaps the beft. That of Reli- 
gion fupporting the Cardinal is faid to be a 
portrait of his niece. The countenance is 

handfome. 
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Ktodfoixie, but has that haughty, forbidding^ 
intolerant look^ which catholic painters ana 
fculptors loo often girt their figUrds df Re- 
ligion ; aftd by Which We may know more 
tertainiy than by all the writings and declara- 
tions in the world) what ideas many catholics 
have of religion, as well as what notions 
thofe who brd^rand fiiperinteild Ihefe works 
wifli ihem to kave* I vifited tKis monu- 
ment with undiminifhed plcafure after my 
teturn fi-om Italy. A white marble crucifix 
ovet the high altair h^ lik^wife gireaf 
merit. 

The church of St. Euftatius^ one of the 
moft elegant Gothic buildings in Paris, con- 
tains the tomb of a far more worthy minifter 
tlian kichlieu, the great ColberU Hig 
figure, well executed, and accompanied by 
two ahgeis, is kneeling on a black marble 
farcophagus. Near the great door of tte 
^me church is ah infcription wkich I could 
hot help copying, efpecially oii account of 
.the fpirited paflage (here printed in Italics) 
teiebrated by Mercier in his Tableau de 

Paris^ 

* 
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Cygit 

I'raii^ois dc Chtfvert 

Comitiandeur gratid^nroix Ac Vordre de Su LouSsf 

Chevalier de I'aigle blanc de Pologne, 

Gouvemeur dc Givet et Charlemont, 

liieutenant-general des armees du Roi« 

Sails ayeusc, fans fortunCf fans appuy^ 

orphdin des Fenfance, 

il entra au fetvice a Tage de XI ans^ 

il s*eleva mailgre Tehvie a force de iherite^ 

«t chaque grade fut le prii d'uhe a£tion d^eclat $ 

leJeuJe tttre de MarechaJ de France 

a fnanqtiij nm pas hfa gbire^ 

mats h Pexemple de ceux qui U 

pretidront pour modeki 

U ctoit ne ^ Verdun fur Meufe le 2 Fetrier liSpj, 3 

mourut \ Paris le 24 JaAvier ^7^59. 

Priez Dieti pour le repos de fon jtme. 

The celebrated antiquary Count Cayltis is 
Lufied in the church of St. Germain, under 
a fmall antique farcophagus of red porphyry, 
which could not have been better applied. 

In the church of the bare*footed Carme- 
lites, among feveral other good pidures, is 
the famous Magdalen, the mafter-piece of 
Le Brun ; and which is a portrait of the 
Duchefs de la Valiere, the only difintereftcd 
miftrefs of Louis XIV. who, like Epheftion» 
was attached to the man and not to. the 

king. 
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king. She no fooner perceived her influ- 
ence to be on the decline, than fhe retired to 
this convent, giving herfelf entirely up to an 
ofientatious, but apparently fincere repent- 
ance ; now perpetuated by the picture above 
mentioned, which ferves as an altar-piece to 
a little chapel. Directly before it is a very 
fpirited monumental ftatue of an old lawyer 
in his gown, kneeling in the utmoft fervour 
of devotion to the beautiful Magdalen ; but 
his devotion feems fo much of the courtly 
kind, that one cannot poffibly forget it is the 
king s miftrefs he is kneeling to, and this 
idea turns the whole into burlefque. 

The church of the Celeftins, near the 
Arfenal, contains feveral curious monuments 
in the Chapelle d'Orleans. Here, in a gilt 
irni, fupported by white marble ftatiies of 
the three Graces in a fine tafte, are the hearts 
of Henry II. and his queen Catharine of 
Medicis ; and near them, in another urn on 
the top of a tolumn, thofe of Francis 11. and 
Charles IX. It would have been more kind 
to the memory of the execrable Catharine 
and Charles to have endeavoured to bury 
their hearts in oblivion. 

G 2. The 



( 84 ) 

The H6tel des Invalids, and efjpccially its 
church, which I did not vifit till my return 
from Italy, is one of the moft noble things 
in Paris. Behind the high altar is a large 
fpace under the great dome, with a chapel at 
each corner j the whole paved and decorated 
with fine marbles, and furnifhed with paint- 
ings and fciilpture, quite in the ftyle of an 
Italian church, and extremely "well kept. 
Foreign churches have generally the advan- 
tage of our Englifh ones in cleanlinefs ; the 
difference between Weftminller Abbey and 
that of St. Denis in this refpeift is very ftrik- 
ing. With this celebrated repofitory of 
fainted bones and royal duft, I (hall finifh 
my remarks on Parifian churches. 

The little town of St. Denis and its Abbey 
are about four miles from the capital, on the 
Englifh road. A fine avenue of trees leads 
to them, near which are feveral' handfome 
croffes to mark the places where Philip IIL 
fon and fucceffor of St. Louis, occafionally 
refled, when he carried his father's bones to 
be interred at St. Denis. Thefe crofTes very 
jauch refemble thofe at Waltham and North- 

^ampton^ 
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ampton, ereded about the fame time by our 
Kdward I. 

The Abbey Church is very handfome j 
its windows richly painted. The fineft mo-- 
numents are thofe of Louis XII. Francis L 
and Henry 11. ; under which laft are buried 
all his celebrated, but worthlefs offspring, in 
whom the race of Valois fo unpropitioufly 
concluded. Catharine of Medicis, likewife 
buried here, intended to have built, adjoining 
to the church, a circular chapel, after a dc- 
iign of the moft confummate elegance, in 
the centre of which this tomb was to have 
been placed. The defign of the whole, as 
well as of the other two monuments, may be 
feen in Felibien's Hiftory of the Abbey. 
Many precious marbles, collected for this 
edifice, remaining unemployed, Louis XIII. 
granted them to his mother Mary of Medi- 
cis, to adorn her palace of the Luxembourg. 
In vain did the monks remonftrate againft 
this violation of all human and divine right : 
they were filenced by a lettre de cachet. 
' The figures on thefe three monuments are 
very finely executed, but the defign of fome 
pf them is very ftraixgc. They reprefent 
G 3 the 
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the kings and queens in marble, as large as 
life, Iving dead j their limbs and featiirea in 
ghaftly diforder ; their bodies as if having 
been opened for extra<9:ing the bowels, and 
then fewn up f there is fcarcely any drapery 
about them. The bas-reliefs on the tomb 
of Francis I. are exquifite, reprefeating 
battles. It were too invidious to have 
looked for that of Pavia, 

The figures on the older tombs are chiefly 
of alabafter or wjxite marble, robed in the 
ufual formal ftyle; certainly much more 
decent, if not fo pifturefque as thofe I have 
juft defcribed. 

Here is a fuperb maufoleum for the VLC 
count de Ti^renne^ a tribute of the* imper- 
feft gratitude of Louis XIV. That little 
great man, it is fsiid, ?iter haying in the firft 
moment of enthufiafni given orders for a 
fumptuous funeral and monument for his 
illuftripus general, was m^n enough, from 
paltry jealpufy and envy, to whhhold the 
epitaph, becaufe one which had b^en com- 
pofed feemed to interfere with his own glory. 
From the fanae motives, he ordered the pre- 
face to 9, fii^e hiftpr^ of ^1 h^is own ntedals 

to 



to be cancelled, becaufe the writer had com- 
plimented the engravers and other artifts 
employed in the work. " That book," faid 
Louis, " fhall contain the praife of nobody 
but myfclf." Yet Frenchmen for this laft 
century have been fo much at a lofs for fome* 
thing to bellow their loyalty upon^ that they 
have been reduced to the abjed neceffity of 
calling this m^XL great 1 It is high time their 
eyes Ihould be opened, and it muft be con- 
fefTed they are now no longer in the dark 
on this fubjea. Happy will it be if they 
know how to value a well-meaning king, 
and can make his virtues beneficial to the 
ftate^. 

The reader has been all along perhaps 
expe<aing to hear of fome tranfcendent 
effort of genius at the tomb of Henry IV, ; 
but while fome of the moft infernal mifcre- 
ants that ever difgraced a human form, are 
commemorated with every proftituted ho- 
aour that flaves could invent, and even 
Ch«a=les JX, is called in his epitaph, with 

♦ It will eafily be perceived at what time this paffage 
W31S written, now alas but too vain \ 
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moft peculiar effrontery, optimus t^ tnitiJJimU^ 
princeps ; the only monument of the gopd 
and great Henry has always beeti in the 
heart of every true Frenchman. Little 
could it have been imagined, tliat the gra* 
titude with which the memory of this 
prince has been cherifhed by his country- 
men, fhould be turned to their reproach, 
and that too in a work which ihould 
appear in Englifli. In the fepulchre of the 
Bourbons, among other defcendants of 
Henry IV. repofes Henrietta Maria, queen 
of Charles I. as well as her daughter the 
Duchefs of Orleans, the caufe of whofe pre- 
mature death ftill continues obfcure, like 
that of many »ther royal perfonages. We 
every where meet with fome wreck or fome 
melancholy monument of the Stuart family. 
The Scots college at Paris is the repofitory 
of feveral affedting relics of the celebrated 
and unfortunate Mary ; as a manufcript 
miflal, finely illuminated, which ihe ufed on 
the fcafFoM ; her will, to which was never 
paid the fmalleft attention j and many of her 
public ads and private letters. Among 
Ihe latter is one written on the death of her 

uncle. 
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uticle, the famous Cardinal of Lorraine, In 

^574, the writing of which is in many 

places blotted with her tears. Here are alfo 

iiveral original letters of her fon James In 

^nd his queen, as well as of Charles I. 

and II. and James IL In thofe of Charles L 

particularly in one addrefled to his fons, 

recommending them a tutor, the ftyle of an 

accomplilhed gentleman, and the dignified 

tendernefs of a father, are very confpicuous ; 

nor did this prince difdain to write a very 

good hand. I was indebted for the fight of. 

thefe curiofities to the favour of the Abb6 

pprdon, principal of the college* 



CHAR 
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CHAP. IX- 



CHANTILLY AND ERMENONVILLB, 

x\N excurfion to Chantilly and Ermenon^ 
vifle ought not to be negleded by any 
travdler to Paris, as both places are very 
interefting, and ferve admirably as foils to 
each other. I fet out on this little tour 
September 17th, in company with an £ng^ 
lifhman, Mr. A. and cannot but remember 
it with the more pleafure, as having afforded 
me an opportunity of cultivating the ac- 
quaintance of an amiable and fenfible man^ 
of whom I might otherwife perhaps have 
known lefs, 

' Chantilly is a little more than 20 miles 
from Paris on the Englifh road. We found 
there a comfortable inn and very civil Eng-» 
lifh hoftefs, and arriving about five o^clock 
could not refrain from vifiting a part of 
the Prince of Conde*s fine feat that evening. 

This 
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Thi« place is in the ftyle of Chatfworth, 
or rather more antique. The parterre dit 
pofed in formal waHcs and flower-beds, with 
fcveral jets-d'eau and other water-works con- 
ftantly playing. The houfe moated, and 
amongft the moft pleafmg things about it 
are, or rather were, the immenfe fhoals of 
very large carp, " filvered o'er with age,'* like 
filver fifh, and perfeftly tame, fo that when 
any paflengers approached their watry habi- 
tation, they ufed to come to the Ihore in 
fuch numbers as to heave each other out of 
the water, begging for bread, of whiqh a 
iquantity was always kept at hand on purpofe 
to feed them. They would even allow 
themfelves to be handled. 

The menagerie is large and well flocked 
with gold and filver pheafants, but no very 
rare birds, except indeed two curious varieties 
of the common fowl ; one the negro breed, 
whofe fkins are quite black, and whofe his- 
tory, if well examined, might perhaps throw 
light on the varieties of our own fpecies ; 
the other a race of fowls without any feathers 
except in their wings and tails, the reft of the 
body being clothed with fine down only, like 

powder 
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powder pufTs. They i?vcte brought from 
Bruflels, and have been reported to have 
been procured by the late Prince Charles of 
Lorraine, by means of a hen and a rabbit. 
But this is in the higheft degree improbable, 
if not impoflible, and the keepers aflured 
me the breed was conftant. Indeed we faw 
many young ones. 

The dairy is a cool marble room, with 
water carried round its infide, and thrown 
prettily in little cafcades over china veffeh* 
Here the family foraetimes fupped. 

Sept. 1 8. We began our perambulations 
early, having much to fee, but on the outfet 
were difappointed ; for the firft thing fliewa 
to ftrangers is the houfe of the Duke d'An- 
guien, fon of the prince, a very long range 
of imall uniform ill-furnifhed apartments, 
juft like an inn, and not at all worth the 
pains of walking through. Near it is la 
Sylvie^ a kind of labyrinth, with a temple 
in the middle, and juft by are a fummer- 
houfe and little garden. 

We went through fome woods to the 
Hamtau^ a little artificial village, if I may be 

allowed 
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allowed the term, fituated in a moft romantic 
Ipot, with water about it. This hameau 
confifts of an apparent bam, cottage, and 
other thatched buildings, and near them a 
water-mill, a well and an orchard. But the 
ilranger is furprifed to find thefe ruftic build- 
ings confift-of ball-rooms fumptuoufly fitted 
up, nor is this fiiiprife of the agreeable kind. 
I never was lefs picafed with filk and tinfcl 
fringe. It is juft like meeting with a pretty 
tnilk-maid fome fine evening in fummer ; 
and on a near approach finding her painted 
and perfumed. 

From hence we proceeded to the Chateau, 
built in a pentagonal form, with a tower at 
each angle, and a court in the centre; yet not 
one of the gloomy kind of old caftles. Be- 
fore the principal entrance is an cqueftrian 
ftatue * of the laft Conftable de . Montmo- 
rency, one of the many who are faid to have 
made an impreffion on the fufceptible heart 
of Mary queen of Scots. 

This palace confifts of a grpat number 
oi rpoms, with nothing very remarkable 

♦ Singe, I believe, deftroyed, 

in 
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in them, except a coloured wax btrfl of 
Henry IV. caft from his body a very few 
hours after his deceafe* Tlie countenance 
IS extremely melancholy, much more fo than 
one would exped, confidering the fudden- 
nefs of his death, and cannot be contempla^ 
ted without extreme compaffion. 

Here are feveral pifhires relating to the 
hiftory of the great Conde, elpecially one 
in which is great allegorical parade of his 
penitence for having been, in arms agalnft 
his fovereign, Louis XIV. or rather againft 
that fovereign*s worthlefs miniftry. He 
fpent the latter part of his life in literary 
tranquillity at Chantilly, and aflembled about 
him the moft eminent wits and poets of his 
time* He even made a little mufeum of 
natural hiftory, which ftill ^xifts, but it is 
poor, and in bad condition. 

The altar-piece of the chapel, an afcen- 
fion by Coypel, has been engraved in mez- 
zotinto. 

We next vifited the Me de T Amour, for- 
mally cut into alleys, bordered with treillage, 
and furnifhed with various bowers or cabinet^ 
de verdure^ in which are tables^for playing at 
7 different 
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diflFereht games, a fwing, a fee-faw board, 
&c. but nothing that recalls any idea of 
lore. There is however aftatue of the god, 
in fomewhat an unufual but not ill-judged 
ftyle. He is reprefente3 as a little naked 
boy, without darts or wings, holding a flam- 
ing heart. On the pedeftal are the following 
beautiful lines : 

^ N'offrant qu'un cocur I labeaute, 

Nud comme la Vcrite, 

Sans armefi commc llnnocence. 

Sans allies comme la Conftancc, 

Tel fut I'Amour dans le ficclc d*or. 

On ne le trouve plusi quoiqu'on le cherche encore.^ 

The temple of Venus, at the extremity 
of this ifland, is a pleafant fummer<4i0ufe, 
fumifhed all round the infide with a num« 
ber of little jets-d'eau under glafs bells. 

Not far off is an elegant little theatre, 
richly ornamented. The back part of th« 
ilage can be laid open, fo as to prefent a real 
cafcade, between which and the building is 
a ipace large enough to allow of horfes and 
dogs being introduced J fometimes done when 
the Farih de Cbaffe d' Henri IV. is aded. 

The 
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The Prince of Conde himfelf has often pen* 
formed on this ftage, which is a much fafer one, 
if lefs glorious, th^n that on which fo many 
of hlsanceftors have diftinguiflied themfelves. 
Yet I think the armory juA at hand, con- 
taining many trophies of his forefathers, 
mufl now and then have raifed an humiliat- 
ing refledtion in his mind. 

Here is an office where ftrangers pay the 
fum of three (hillings fterling, for leave to 
fee every part of the houfe and gardens* 
Neverthclcfs, it Is ufual to make feme little 
recompence befides to thofe who ihew the 
different places. 

The ftables are uncommonly magnificent. 

Our road to Ermenonviile, about eight 
miles diftant, lay through the foreft of Chan- 
rilly. There is fomething very fine in thef 
twelve great alleys, each above two miles 
long, meeting in a large circular opening in 
the cenrre of this foreft. We were obliged 
to have a guide along this folltary and little-* 
frequented road, in which we £avV fcarcely 
any figns of inhabitants, except at lonely 
convent near the end of our jcrtirney. 

g Abbiit 
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About dufk we arrived at the town of 
Ermenonville, and put up at a little inn^ 
^Tvhich we found by an infcription had been 
honoured with the prefence of the late Em- 
peror Jofeph II. and the King of Sweden ; 
both came here on the fame errand as our- 
felves. 

It is fcarcely neceflary to inform the reader 
that this is the place to which Jean Jacques 
Roufleau retired to end his days, near his 
ilhiftrious friend the Marquis de Girardin. 
He lived fix weeks only after he was finally 
fettled here. Our landlord, who knew him 
well, and fpoke of him with great regard, 
told us he met him on the morning of his 
death, botanizing in a field near the village. 
He complained of having had a fleeplefs 
night firom the head-ach. This was about 
ieven o'clock, and before ten he was dead. 
His widow gave this man his fnuf&box, and 
the very wooden fhoes, topped with ftraw, 
which he inrore to proted his feet from the 
4$w, and which he had on at his death. 
Two admirers of Roufleau, one of them at 
leaft, an ecdefiaftic, have vmtten very flat^ 
tering infcriptions on thefe relicks. 

Vot. I H Scptr 
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Sept. ig* We proceeded full of e3rpe€ta^ 
tion to vifit the celebrated gardens of th^ 
Marquis de Girardin, who has in the difpo* 
fal of them fliewn great tafte and judgment, 
in what is called the Englilh ftyle of gar- 
dening. Indeed this gentleman feems an 
enthufiaft in Englifli literature, as well as 
Englifh gardening; for this romantic fpot 
aboimds with quotations and memorials o£ 
icveral of our moft eminent writers, and we 
were told he made very frequent vilits . to 
London, 

Thefe gardens coflfifl: of about 800 acres i 
they have often been profefledly and minutely 
defcribed, fo that I iball only give a iketch 
of what made, tbe greateft impreffion upoa 
US. We were attended by a very intelligent 
and obliging Scotch gard^er, who had lived 
here about two yes^s, afid who has acquired 
great praife by hia management of the lawns j 
for he afiured us^ and indeed what we iaw 
confirmed it, that the fuperior beauty of our 
Britifti grafs-pfcits to thofe of other countries, 
is principally owing to management, and not 
to foil or,ctimate» * 

We enteteiJ near the large cafcade^ by 

, whjich 
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Whioh the great lake empties itfelf oppofitc 
to the fouth front of the houfe. A very- 
wild path by the fide of the lake led us 
through a wood, where are feveral infcrip- 
tions in Englifh, French, or Latin, all which 
have beeii publifhed. A boat conveyed us 
to the ifle of Poplars, the repofitory of the 
remains of Roufleau* His tomb^ of white 
ftone, is of an elegant form, and embofomed 
in a grove of thofe treeSi On one fide of 
it is iiifcribed, 

*• VHmnu di la Nature de la P'erite:* 

On the other are fome fculptures reprefent- 
ing Nature and Truth, and a mother reading 
j£miliu6^ with htt children about hen Above 
is another infcriptiotl^ " Vitam impendere 
vero^^ the favourite motto of Roufleau. 
His bodiy we wefc told was inclofed within 
in lead* A tomb of ianother form was ori- 
ginally efeded, but the Marquis changed it 
fcMT this. It was impoflible to contemplate 
this monument without various refledions 
and emotions. Many people may wonder 
that I fliould Iffittg away a little portion of 

H % inofs 
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mofs from its top ; but I knew fome gentk 
minds in England to whom fuch a rdick 
would not be imacceptable, and I thought, 
with fecret (atisfadkion, that the manes of 
RoufTeau, if conicious, would not be of* 
fended. 

From this ifland we could difcem another 
in which is a lefler monument, over the 
grave of a German artift named Myers, who 
taught the Marquis's children drawing, and, 
being a proteftant, could not be buried in 
holy ground j fo that in this inftance, as m 
many others, humanity puts what is called 
religion to the blufli* 

It was the exprefs delire of Roufieau to 
be buried in this garden, in which he was 
iurely more confiftent than Voltaire, who, 
after his undifguifed attacks upon every 
thing either really or imaginarily facred, was 
by the indulgence of grudging and infolent 
priefts, fneakingly, and " with maimed 
rites,'* interred in a church-yard. 

On the fhore, at the landing-place, arc 
fome infcriptions in memory of RoulTeau j 
and not far off, in the plantation, others in 
honour of Thomfon and Sheqftone. A 

Uttic 



( loi ) 

little farther on ftands one of the moft ro- 
mantic hermitages I have feen, and near it 
the Temple of Modem Philofophy. 

This is an unfinijbed building, very hap- 
pily imagined. Each of the eight pillars 
already erected is marked with fome. dif- 
tinguiflied name, attended with a chara^er- 
iftic word,thus: ^ow^^zM^naturam; Voltaire, 
ridiculum ; franklin, fulmen ; Prieftley, 
dercm ; Newton, lucent ; Des Cartes, nil in 
rebus inane. 

Poor Dr. Prieftley ! he who erected this 
pillar would fcarcely, though a catholic^ have 
affifted ^to deftroy thy habitation, and ruin 
thy hive of literary treafures, intended for 
the ufe of all mankind ! nor would he per- 
haps hive exulted at the miftaken zeal of 
thofe who did. 

On an unfinifhed pillar is engraved 
" Siuis banc perficietV^ 

From thefe monuments of the literary 
philanthropy pf the owner of thefe gardens, 
'we came to no lefs pleaiing, though different, 
proofs of the amiablenefs of his heart. We 
were conduced to fome fimple wooden 
flieds, near feveral very fine umbrageous 
H 3 trees, 
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trees, where the neighbouriiig peafants amul^ 
themfelves every Sunday with mufic and 
dancing, ^t whi(:h little fcftivals the Marqiiia 
and his family are often prefent, Our prel^ 
byterian condudor told us, his lady having 
always miffed him at thefe fports, and hav-. 
ing learned th^t he a|>fented himfelf on ac- 
count of ^ruples of qonfcicnce, had pcca-i 
fionally appointed the fame amuf^ments oi^ 
X)ther d^ys, on which he could joiq them 
without reluctance. 

We now begai^ to leave the thicker parts 
of the wood, ^nd fppn arrived at an elevate4 
fyqty from whence we enjoyed at leifure 4 
very fine and extenfive profpedt, from a feat 
ynder a wide-fpreading elm, infcribed hy 
the Marquis as fo^ows ; 

^* I^e void cet Orme hevireiix ou ipa Louife 
a re^u ma fpi !'' 

Pefcending tjic hil| to another piece of 
water, we prefently arrived at a hill of a 
different kind j mde apd heathy, full of 
fugged rocks, and clothed with juniper, 
birch, and heathy like the Highlands of 
^gptland^ W^^^.^riplg ^long through icenea 

where 
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-where ^veh Salvator Rofa might have taken 
hirlts of wildnefe, we found a rock with two 
Italian infcriptions, which guided us to an- 
other rock in a moft enchanting fituation, on 
which is engraved, by the hand of Rouffeau, 
and with his own knife, j^i//?V. 
' This indeed is claffic ground. We could 
fcarcely tear oudelves from it; but we were 
fummoned to another place, nalefe attraftive^ 
called the Hut di Rouffeau ; a ruftic edifice 
on the brow of a hill, commanding a deli- 
cious landfcape, andfumiihed with a wooden 
table and chair of the moft fimple figure. 
Within this hut, where, it is faid, Rouffeaii 
often, " nobly perifjve, fat and thought," is 
written, 

** '^ean Jacques eft tmmortel** 

That the intelligent obferver of nature 
may have a juft conception of the magnifi- 
cent fcale of thefe gardens ; and that he may- 
be well fatisfied they are no paltry unnatu- 
ral jumble of grottoes and rock-w^rk, and 
^ plantations raifed in a gardfen pot ;" I fhall 
give a moft decifive proof of their genuine 
wildnefs, in truly faying, that even a botanift 
H 4 would 
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would here almoft think himfelf on the Alps. 
The rocks and craggs are covered with a 
profufion of the rareft mofles and Lichens^ 
which for the moft part fliun the haunts of 
men, and flourifh only in the purefl air and 
moft alpine ftations. Among others I ga- 
thered the true Lichen dtiiJius of Linnaeus^ 
jGgured in Vaillant, not that of Dilleoius, 
tab. 30. fig. 117. which is pqlyrbizos^ and 
poffibly alfp velleus^ of Linnaeus. It grew 
abundantly juft below Roufleau'ej hut, nor 
did I ever find it in any other place. 

From hence we again defcended into the 

valley, and after traverfing fome delightful 

groves and meadows, crofled the water in 

^ boat, and came to the tower of the fair 

Gabrielle d'Eftrees, the favourite miftrefs of 

Henry IV. This is a Gothic building, con- 

fifting of feveral pretty little rooms, and fur- 

niflied with Gothic infcriptions. Here is 

preferred the very armour which belonged 

to a faithful follower of Henry IV. who, 

paffing two days after the murder of that 

prince through the rue de la ferronerie where 

it happened, fell down in an agony of grief 

and died the next day. This garden is jfaid 

2 to 
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to have been the firft place of rendezvous be- 
tween Henry and the fair Qabrielle, which 
pcc^oQed the buildipg of this tower. From 
it the vineyard appear^ in yiew^ and many 
charming fcenes. 

Wfi next vifited the garden of Jew 
Jacques; a fweet fequeftered fpot, ** where,'* 
fays an infcription, ^* be ufed to come to ad-« 
?* mjre nafifre, to fe^ d his favourite birds, 
** and play with the Marquis's children." 
Adjoining is a houfe which was building 
for him when he died ; and at a little dif^ 
tance another edifice, in which it was at 
lirft defigned to have depofited his remains. 

After vifiting the grotto, and fome other 
yery beautiful places in th$ fame natural and 
(imple ftyle of ornament, we arrived at the 
north front of the houfe, and. our enchanting 
ramble was at an end. 
. From Ermenonville we went to Plefiis de 
belle viie, a village at about two miles diii 
tance in the way to Paris, in order to 
pay a vifit to the widow of Jean Jacques^ 
his celebrated Therefa. We had doubts 
about vifiting her, fearing left we might 
fee fomething about her to leffen our 

venera- 
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feneration for her hufband. The event, 
however, was far otherwife. 

We found her m a neat cottage, in a 
Knen drcfs like that of her neighbours, and 
flie wore a fmall gold crofs on her breajft. 
Her perfon appeared rather low, not much 
refembling her portrait in the French print 
of her huiband's laft moments. Her coun- 
tenance was fenfible and ftriklng ; her man- 
ners thofe of a gfentlewotoaii, and which 
cxprefled a mind fcarcely unworthy to be 
the companion of Rouffeau. She is accat- 
tomed to fee vifiters of curiofity, and her 
reception of us was polite and eafy. She 
received our expreffions of efteem for her 
hnlband in the mbft becoming and engaging 
manner, and anfwered with great readinefs 
inch enquiries as we thought proper to mdce. 
From her I learned the following particn- 
lars: 

The character of Julia, after her marriage^ 
was drawn from Madame Boy-deJa-Tour 
of Lyons,^ an intimate friend of Rouffeau 
and herfeif, to whom they generally made a 
long yifit every year, and who is ftill living. 
]3ut the ftory of the Nouvelle Heloife ha^ 

nothinn^ 
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nothing to do with this lady's hiftoiy. How 
far that was founded in truth, and who were 
the charaders, were fecrets in the breaft of 
its author. Neither did any of the fcenes 
defcribed in that celebrated novel pafs at 
ErmentMiviJle, as fome have reported. The. 
Confeifions, Mrs. Roufle^u alTured xjle, were 
all written by her hufband, and puWiflied 
by her after h|s death. She entrufted the 
manufcript to the Marquis de Girardin, who 
(expunged fpmie private anecdotes, and fome 
names of peojde ftill living j not entirely 
with her approbation, as (he would have 
publilhed it- juft as it was left by the au-^ 
^ thor. Surely the warmeft admirer of Rouf-. 
feau ffluft regret thaf this work was ever 
pubUfhed at all ; for what can be the efFe<a 
of an exhibition of every failing, every 
wayward thought, of ^ charader in many 
refpeds eminently virtuoys ; except that the 
bad may from thence take occafion to decry 
?dl virtue as mere outward fhew, and even 
thofe who are lefs abandoned may lull their 
confciences with the foothing refledion that 
they are perhaps as good as the reft of the 
W'Ofld, J^othing probably can have done 

much 
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much more harm to the caufc: of rdigioH^ 
for inftance, than the minute difplay that 
has been made of the abjed: fuperftidoa and 
miferable defpondency of Dr. Samuel John- 
fon, one of the beft-meaning, but moft pre- 
judiced of men; who feems to have thought 
a perfon could have no religion at all^ who 
** was not of the church of Rome, or was 
•* not of the chmrch of England*." If fuch 
fentiments were the genuine firuits of rcli- 
^on, they would go farther than all the 
boafted efforts of wits and fceptics againft 
the fuperintendance of a beneficent Provi- 
dence. Yet this good man has been inju- 
dicioufly held up as a model of piety ; and 
thus the world are made to believe, that all 
who pretend to any devotion are as con- 
traded and uncomfortable in their notions 
as he was in his. Some late writers have 
introduced the fame kind of fqurnefs into 
politics, to the great injury of thpir caufe. 

Mrs. RoufTeau fhewed U3 a plafter bull 
of her hufband, caft from his face a few 
hours after death, and which fhe thinks gives 

* Life of Milton,^ p. 209. 
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a petfe£l idea , of him. This^ is by far the 
moft pleafing portrait of Roufleau I ever 
faw. The fenlibility, and yet tranquillity of 
the countenance is charming; and the 
mouth one of the moft expreffive I ever 
aw. I Ihould think it as difficult to draw 
as that famous ftatue fo admired by Michael 
Angelo, the mufcles of which, when accu- 
rately ftudied, feem in motion. 

We were told at Ermenonville, that the 
widow of Rouffeau has a penfion of fifty 
pounds a-year from the King of Great 
Britain ; an anecdote I have not heard con- 
firmed, and for the truth of which I cannot 
vouch. She appears to have been younger 
than her hufband, and feems likely ftill to 
live many years. We learned, on our re- 
turn to Paris, that her notions of delicacy not 
being always fb romantic as his, they were 
once very near parting, for a caufe of dif- 
pute not the moft ufual between man and 
wife. It is well known this celebrated man 
had always a violent averfion to receiving 
prefents, except from very feleft friends, 
even when in the greateft want; and this 
cooduA occafioned him to be reckoned a 

inadmati 
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tAkittim by the bulk of maaktn^ at ditf 
iame time that it raifed him up. a great 
number of moft inveterate enemies^ among 
thofe who believed him pcrfcdUy in his 
fenfes* His wife, lefs fcnipillous, thought 
there was no haym in receiving a morfel o£ 
bread from any body, When they Were both 
juftftarving; and, left her hufband's feelings 
ihould fiiffer, fhe did not let him knov^ 
from whence their fupport came. Un* 
luckily however for both, he difcdvered the 
deception, and confldered it as a dreadful 
confpifacy againft his honour. 

With refpedt to the Gharafter tif Rou& 
feau himielf, about, which the opinion of 
the wofld is (b much divided, Ihave found 
it improve oil a neaif examination. Every 
pne who knew him fpeaks of him with did 
moft affedionate efteem^ as the moil: friend-< 
ly, unafFedied and modeft of men, and the 
moil unafTuming in converfation. Enthii^ 
fiaftically fond of the ftudy of nature, and 
of Linnseus, as the beft interpreter ctf her 
works, he was always warmly attached to 
thofe who agreed with him in this tafte. 
The, amiable and accomplifhed lady to whom 

his 
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Id© Letter's or, Botaoy were addreffed, con- 
tars in this account, and holds his memory 
in the hrgheft veneration, I have ventured 
to aik her opinion upon fome unaccountable 
actions in his life, and efpecially about thofe 
mifanthropic horrors and fufpicions which 
embittered his latter days. She fecmed to 
think the laft not entirely groundlefe j but 
ftill, for the moft part, to be attributed to a 
fomething not quite right in his mind, for 
which he was to be pitied, not cenfurei 
Her charming daughter fhewed me a collec;* 
tion of dried plants made and prefented tt^ 
her by Roufleau, neatly pafted on . fmaU 
writing p2q)er^ and aceompatlied with theif 
Linnaean names and other particulars. Bo* 
tany fams to have been his moft favourite 
amufement in the latter part of life ; and 
ilia feelifigs, with refpefk to this purfuit, are 
exprefled with that energy and grace fo 
peculiarly his own, in his letter to Linnaeus, 
publifhed in the Journal de Paris ; the ori- 
ginal of which 1 preferve as an ineftimable 
relick. -. 

I need offer no apology to the candid and 

well-informed reader for this minutenefs of 
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anecdote concerning fo celebrated a charac^ 
ten Thofe who have only partial notions- 
of RoufTeau, may perhaps wonder to hear 
that his memory is cherilhed by any Well- 
difpofed minds. To fuch I beg leave to 
pbferve, that I hold in a very fubordinate 
light that beauty of (lyle and language, thofe 
golden paflages, which will ever immortalize 
his writings; and a faint refemblance of 
which is the only merit of fome of his ene- 
mies. I refpeft him as a writer eminently 
favourable on the whole to the interefts of 
humanity, reafon, and religion. Wherever 
he goes counter to any of thefe, I as freely 
diflent from him; but do not on that account 
throw all his works into the fire* As the 
beft and moft religious people of my ac- 
quaintance are among his warmeft admirers^ 
I may perhaps be biafled in my judgment ; 
but it is certairily more amiable to be milled 
by the fair parts of a chara&er, than to make 
its imperfections a pretence for not admiring 
or profiting by its beauties- Nor can any de- 
feats or inconfiftencies in the private charac-. 
ter of Rouffeau^ depreciate the refined moral 
and religious principles with which his works 

abound. 
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abound. Truth is truth wherever it comes 
from. No imperfedions of humanity can 
difcredit a noble caufe ; and it would be 
madnefs to reje<a Chriftianity, for inftance, 
either becaufe Peter denied Chrift, or Judas 
betrayed him. It will be hard to meet with 
a more edifying or more confolatory lecture 
on religion than the death-bed of Julia. Her 
charader is evidently intended as a model in 
this refpedt. By that then we fliould judge 
of its author, and not by fretful doubts and 
petulant expreffions, the fad fruits of unjuft 
perfecution, and of good intentions mifcon- 
ftrued. Nor would it be difficult to pro- 
duce, from the works of Rou^Teau, a vaft 
majority of paflages diredly in fupport of 
Chriftianity itfelf, compared with what are 
fuppofed to be hoftile to it. It is notorious 
that he incurred the ridicule of Voltaire, for 
exalting the character and death of Jefus 
above that of Socrates. " But he was infi- 
dious, and he difbelieved miracles,'' fay his 
opponents. If he believed Chriftianity 
.without the affiftance of miracles to fupport 
his faith, is it a proof of his infidelity ? If he 
was infidious, that is his own concern, I 
Yql. I. I have 
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have nothing to do with hidden meanings or 
myftical explanations of any book, certainly 
not of the writings of fo ingenuous and 
perfpicuous an author as Roufleau. Unfor- 
tunately for him, the whole tenour of thofe 
writings has been too hoftile to the prevail- 
ing opinions, or at leaft to the darling inte- 
refts of thofe in authority among whom he 
lived ; for Scribes and Pharifees are never 
wanting to deprefs every attempt at im- 
proving or inftrufting the world, and the 
greateft herefy and moft unpardonable 
offence is always that of being in the right 
For this caufe, having had the honour of 
feeling the vengeance of all ranks of tyrants 
and bigots, from a king or bifliop of France, 
to a paltry magiftrate of Berne, or a Swifs 
paftor, he was obliged to take refuge in 
England. Here he was received with open 
arms, being juftly confidered as the martyr 
of that fpirit of inveftigation and liberty 
which is the bafis of our conftitution, and 
on which alone our reformed religion de- 
pends. He was careffed and entertained by 
the beft and moft accomplifhed people, and 
experienced in a particular manner the 
2 bounty 
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bouaty of our prefent amiable Sovereign. 
One cannot but lament, that one of the moft 
eminent, and I believe virtuous, public cha- 
raders of that day, fhould of late have 
Tainly enough attempted to compliment the 
fame Sovereign, by telling him he came to 
the crown in contempt of his people, fhould 
have held up a Meflalina for public venera*' 
tion, and become the calumniator of Rouf* 
feau ! 

It is, indeed, true that a . certain morbid 
degree. of fenfibility and delicacy, added to 
the inequalities of a temper broken down by 
perfecution and ill health, made Roufleau 
often receive apparently welUmeant atten- 
tions with a very bad grace. Yet, from moft 
of the complaints of this kind, which I have 
heard from the parties immediately con- 
ccrned, I very much fufpe£t he was' not un- 
frequently in the right. But, fuppofing him 
to have 43een to blame in all thefe inftanqes, 
they occurred pofteripr to his moft celebrated 
publications. Was it not very unjuft, there-^ 
fore, for thofe who had patronifed and ex- 
tolled him for thofe publications, to vent 
^I z their 
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their animofity againft tbem for any thing in 
bis condudt afterwards ? 

Far be it from me, however, to attempt a 
full juftification of his writings. I only con- 
tend for the generally good intention of their 
author.The works themfelves mull be judged 
by impartial pofterity. I merely offer my own 
fentiments ; but I offer them freely, fcorning 
to difguife my opinion, either becaufe infi- 
dels have preffed Rouffeau into their fervice, 
or, becaufe the uncandid and the difhoneft 
have traduced him falfely, not daring to de- 
clare the real caufe of their averfion — his 
virtuous fincerity. 
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CHAP. X. 

BOTANY. ACADEMIES. DEATH OF 

MR. BERTIER. OBSERVATORY. 

MINERALS. 

X H E botanic garden of Paris has lately 
been much enlarged, and now occupies a 
very confiderable extent of ground. It 
confifts of many public walks, and fome 
places cnclofed with iron rails, in which are 
the ftoves and green-houfe^ and in which 
hardy plants are arranged according to the 
fyftem of Juffieu. This garden ufed in 
fummer to be the evening walk of literary 
people, and even of perfons of fafliion ; and 
was, befides, frequented all day long by 
ftudents of both fexes. Here ladies might 
be feen at clofe ftudy, difledting flowers, and 
reading their defcriptions ; nor is it at all 
unufual at Paris for the fair fex to attend 
fcientific lectures in confiderable numbers. 
This colledion of plants is generally reckoned 

I 3 inferior 
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inferior only to that of Kew- It contains 
however many plants not in England, moftly 
from Peru and the Levant, Datura arborea^ 
covered with its magnificent and fragrant 
flowers, was at this time, the fineft thing in 
the garden, and had crowds of vifitors every 
evening. Few people could fupport its per- 
fume for any length of time. The rare 
Gundelta was living here; but many of 
Tournefort's fineft plants have been loft, as 
well as in England. 

Adjoining to the garden is the Cabinet 
du Roi, or Mufeum of Natural Hiftory, 
confifting of a long train of apartments, par- 
ticularly rich in fplendid birds and infers 
from Guiana. Here is the only Papilto 
Hecuba perhaps in Europe, well figured in 
Buffon's Planches Enluminees, from whence 
Linnaeus defcribed it. The coUeflion of 
precious ftones is very valuable. The vege- 
table part of this Mufeum contains Du Ha- 
meFs own fpecimens of his eKperiments on 
trees, with a large number of exotic fruits, 
and above all the original herbariums of 
Tournefort and Vaillant. Of thefe the latter 
is the moft numerous and in beft condition. 

Both 
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. Both are extremely ufeful for fettling the 
fynonyms of old botaaifts, and efpecially 
of the writers by whom thefe colledlions 
were made. By the indulgence of Mn 
0' Aubenton I had leave to examine both at 
my leifure, and looked over that of Toume- 
fort with particular attention, defcribing 
from it about eighty plants from the Levant, 
not noticed by Linnseud. Its arrangement is 
alphabetical according to the French names j 
a worfe could hardly have been contrived, 
as different fpecies of the fame genus are by 
this means often widely feparated* The 
fpecimens are pinned upon brown paper, 
wifli tickets annexfed. There are not fo 
many of each fpecies, nor are the fpecimens 
fo fine, as in the collection of Vaillant. From 
the manufcript obfervations of the latter, he 
appears to have been a much better botanift 
than is generally fuppofed. He had formed 
excellent conjeftures about the affinities of 
m^ny new plants, as well as the fynonyms 
of many old ones. I was furprifed to find 
his Herbarium rich in North American fpe- 
cimens, coUedted by Sarrazin in the begin- 
ning of this century, many of which are 
I 4 now 
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now fuppofed to be of very late difcovcry, 
as Kalmia glauca of Hort. Kew. This 
does not detract from the merit of thofe 
who have gathered thefe plants fince ; but 
how wonderful is it they fhould have re- 
mained fo long undefcribed by French bo- 
tanifts ! A vaft colleiSion of drawings and 
manufcripts of Plumier remain ftill unpub- 
lifhed in the hands of the Academy of 
Sciences, which would be a moft acceptable 
prefent to the botanical world. 

On the Haircafe of this Mufeum is a marble 
ftatue of the celebrated Count de BufFon, 
the fize of life, with accompaniments expref- 
Tive of the ftudy in which he excelled. The 
infcription tranfgreiles all bounds of rao- 
defty, and indeed borders on impiety; 
** Majejiati JNatur^d par ingenium. A ge- 
nius equal to the majefty of nature.'* The 
expreflion of the countenance is equally 
bombaftic. How even a French " pbilofopbe 
foi difanf^ could reconcile himfelf to fuch 
flattery, exceeds the comprehenfion of a lefs 
lublime genius. I was not fortunate enough 
to fee this illuftrious charader, as he was 
at feme diftance from Paris. With his dif- 

tinguiflied 
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tlnguifhed colleague and friend, Mr. D*Au- 
benton, I had often an opportunity of con- 
verfing, and always with pleaf^re and advan- 
tage. The Count de la Cepede, who has 
lince publilhed an able work on Reptiles, in- 
tended as a fequel to BufFon, was alfo fre- 
quently at the cabinet during my vilits 
there. In the garden I have occafionally 
met with Mr. Adanfon, whofe know- 
ledge in botany would procure him great 
reputation, were he lefs a flave to paradox 
and pedantry. He generally accofted me 
with fome attack on Linnaeus, fometimes 
calling him grofsly ignorant and illiterate^ 
and then, when I have ventured to "quote 
Philofophia Botanica as a proof of the con- 
trary, abufmg him 2i% fcholajlic. I was con- 
tented with fmiling to think how the one 
accufation deftroyed the other. Mr. Adan- 
fon no lefs warmly contends for barbarous 
names in botany ; recommending that every 
fpecies of -plant Ihould in all books be called 
(imply by the name by which it is known in 
its native country ; as if the fame plant were 
not often found in fifty or an hundred dif- 
ferent countries, and in each called by a dif- 
ferent; 
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ferent name ; and as if the Linnaean no- 
menclature were not abundantly juftificd by 
reaTon and ejqpericnce ! 

This leads me to gire a (hwt account df 
fomc othef principal botanifts now living b^ 
Paris*— Mr. Anthony de Juflieu takes the 
lead among thofe who, with tefpcdl to fyt 
tem, may be called Anti-Lianaeans. He ift* 
herits his tafte for the fcience from his uncles 
Bernard and Jofeph de Juffieu ; the foi^mer 
of whom was Profeffbr at Paris, and the 
latter made a fine colle(3:ion of plants in 
Peru. Their books and colle£tions defcendisd 
to their nephew^ who has not turned his 
attention to botany till within thefe few 
years ; but with what very great fuccefs he 
has in that time ftudied qatural orders, is 
toanifeftcd in his Genera Plantarum, pub- 
liihed in 1789 ; a work which will irtimor- 
talize its author, and probably go down to 
pofterity with the Genera Plantarum of Lin- 
naeus, to which it is an excellent companion. 
Thofe who can read and judge of his work, 
need not be told that he is a true philofo- 
pher, profound in fcience, ardent in the pur- 
fait of truth, open to convidion h'imfelf, and 

candid 
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candid in his corre&ions of others ; nor will 
they be furprifed to hear his manners are 
gentle and pleafing, hiis converfation eafy, 
cheerful, and polite* Although we differed 
on many points, as the laws of nomenclature 
and the merits of the Linnaean fyftei6, yet 
as truth was our common objed, repeated 
and free difcuffions increafed our efteem for 
each other, and to me at leaft were produc- 
tive of inftru<aion as well as pleafure. At 
Mr. de Juffieu's I fometimes met Mr. de 
Lamarck, who is equally devoted to botany, 
in which indeed he is quite abforbed, and 
whofe knowledge is undoubtedly very ex- 
tenfive, but whoie charafter is Icls pleafing 
than that of Mr. de Juffieu. This gentleman 
is engaged in the botanical part of the Eticy^ 
clopedie^ a work which I have been deterred 
from ftudying fo much as it perhaps de- 
ferves, partly by its barbarous arrangement, 
and partly by the fcorn with which it was 
univerfally fpoken of by fcienhficbotanifts 
in France. By this inattention, and, as I 
am told, by negleding to vifit him, I unfor-^ 
tunately incurred the public cenfure of Mr. 
de Lamarck, to which juftice to myfelf re- 
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quired a reply, and the public arc already in 
pofTefllon of a conclufive one*. I freely 
acknowledge that I (hrunk from the fociety 
of a man who always took occafion to at- 
tack, with violence, what he knew to be my 
moft favourite fentinlents, and whom I have 
feen tranfgrefs all bounds of decorum, when 
a plant named in his didionary happened 
inadvertently to be fpoken of in company 
by a different, though ufual, name- I have 
more than once had occafion to obferve, that 
the violence or indecorum of the French, 
the politefl of nations, is peculiarly difguft- 
ing. So the rudenefs or certain fets of peo- 
ple, who affe£t' extraordinary gentlenefs and 
humility, when it occurs, is rudenefs in- 
deed ! 

Among the Linnsean botanifls Mr. L'He- 
ritier, now one of the Judges for the Paris 
department under the new conflitution, is 
eminently diftinguifhed by his mofl fuperb 
and fcientific publications, the plates of which 
are executed with a degree of elegance and 
accuracy rarely to be met with ; nor are the 

* Plant. Ic. fafc. 2. praef. 
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defcriptions lefs complete. To this gentle 
man is entrufted the publication of Dom- 
bey 's plants, gathered in Spanifh America, 
and it is to be hoped he will not keep the 
world longer in expectation than is neceflary 
for the perfection of the work. 

Mr. BuUiard is well known by his Herbier 
de la France, the plates of which are printed 
in oil colours. Several copper-plates are re- 
quired for each figure, generally about four 
or five. On one of them is engraved all 
the green parts of the figure, on another the 
red or blue, &c. Thefe are printed fucccC- 
fively on the fame paper, care being taken 
that each fhall fit exaCtly to the impreffion 
of the other. Laft of all a plate with the 
(hades, name, and number, in black, com- 
pletes the figure. This mode fucceeds ad- 
mirably in objeds of fuch few and fimple 
colours as Fungi ; but in other plants not fo 
well. Mr. BuUiard's work principally con-« 
tains Fungi, and thofe plates may be had 
without the others. They are a valuable 
acceffion to Botany. 

Mr. Desfontaines, now Profeflbr of Bo- 
tany at the Royal Garden, was, in 1786, 

lately 
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lately returned from Barbary with a rich 
harveft of plants and infects, all which he 
allowed me to examine and to partake of. It 
is probable he may favour the world with 
an account of his journey. 

Mr. Thouin, who has the fuperintendancc 
cf the botanic garden, deferves my warmeft 
acknowledgments for the very liberal man- 
ner in which he at all times allowed me ac- 
cefs to that rich colledion, as well as to hts 
own private herbarium, which I looked over 
entirely with great advantage. 

Few Naturalifts equal Mr. BroufTonet, 
whom I have already mentioned, for zeal 
and abilities ; nor can it be fufEciently re- 
gretted that his various engagements will 
not allow him to finiih his fyftematic work 
on Ichthyology, nor to continue the excellent 
figures and defcriptions of Fifties, of which 
one number appeared in 1782; perhaps 
however his country ought rather to rejoice 
that he has devoted his talents to more im- 
portant objeds. To his indefatigable per- 
feverance and aflivity is principally to be at- 
tributed the fuccefs of the Royal Society of 
Agriculture,, eftabliflxed under Louis XV, 

but 
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but afterward negleded for many years, and 
of which he is the Secretary. By inftituting 
judicious experiments, giving premiums for 
ufeful undertakings, and by well-timed and 
ftriking publications, calling the attention of 
the hufbandman and the citizen to this int- 
portant fubje<3:, this Society has improved 
the agriculture of. France more rapidly per- 
haps than ever happened in any other coun- 
try. Among other improvements, the cul- 
tivation of turnips and potatoes has becomie 
very general. In order to reconcile the 
poor to the ufe of the latter as food, the ex- 
ample was fet by feveral perfons in genteel 
life. I have feen an entire courfe compofed 
of this ufeful vegetable, differently dreffed, 
at the table of Mr- Parmcntier of the Hotel 
des Invalids, who has written a book on the 
cultivation and ufe of potatoes. A veteri- 
nary fchool was inftituted at Charenton, 
where Mr. Brouflbnet and others gave ledlures 
on the feveral branches of Rural CEconomy, 
which were attended by farmers and hufr 
bandmen, as well as by gentlemen, and even 
laches. 

The meetings of the Agricultural Society 

ufed 
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ufed to be held weekly, at tte houfe of the 
unfortunate Mr. Bertier, late Intendant of 
Paris, who was fo cruelly and unhappily 
murdered at the beginning of the revolutioq. 
He was a great patron of this inftitution, 
and conftantly attended its meetings ; where 
too I have often feen the late excellent Duke 
dp la Rochefoucauld, and many other dif- 
tinguiflied perfons, ftill more eminent for 
their patriotifm and accomplifliments than 
fdr their rank. Mr. Bertier was a moft ac- 
tive magiftrate : he kept 40 clerks conftantly 
employed, and feldom allowed himfelf above 
four hours fleep; The police of Paris and 
its diftrid:, the roads, pavement, lighting 
the ftreets, coUedlion of duties, care of pri- 
fons, all was under his fuperintendance. No 
lefs amiable in private life, than indefatiga- 
ble in his public charafter; a good huft)and, 
a good father, remarkably attentive to the 
education of his children ; his death is one 
of the fouleft ftains in the hiftory of the 
revolution.' It does not appear that he had, 
though a magiftrate, made himfelf peculiarly 
obnoxious to the mob ; nor was he marked 
out for deftrudion till immediately before 
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the fad cataftrophe. An unguarded expref^ 
fion was the caufe of his fate. Paris being 
threatened with famine from the fcarcity of 
bread, Mr. Bettier, then in the country, 
was fent for to the capital* Being informed 
of the riot, and that the people loudly de- 
manded bread, he is faid haftily and petu- 
lantly to have replied, " Give them ftraw !' 
Thefe words, true or falfe, were carried to 
the met, who, enraged at the unfeeling in- 
fult, vowed revenge, and too foon accom- 
pliflied it. The melancholy particulars are well 
known. The people carried his head about 
the town on a pole, with ftraw in the mouth ; 
a circunillance which has iiot before been 
accounted for, eithet by the enemies of the 
original revolution, who^ under the mafk 
of humanity^ fecretly exult in thefe difgrace- 
ful outrages, or by its t6rtiperate friends who 
fincerely deplote them. Thefe enormities 
ircfemble too much thd maflacrd of St. Bar- 
tholomew, and the circumftances following 
the murder of the Marechal d'Aricre ; they 
feem a proof that the national charaftef of 
the French wants a reform, as much as their 
old governmentt But let us leave fuch 
Vol. I. K horrid 
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horrid fubjeds. On the 4th of September 
I attended a public meeting of the Society of 
Agriculture at Charenton. It was held in 
a large tent, the new veterinary fchool not 
being finifhed. The meeting was fplendidly 
attended ; many of the firft nobility, and 
feven or eight blue ribbands, were prefent 
Mr. Fourcroix, the celebrated chemift, read 
an oration for himfelf, and one for Mr. 
D'Aubenton; Mr.Vicqd'Azyrthe anatomift 
and Mr. Brouflbnet delivered others^ all re- 
lating to the defign and progrefe of the fo- 
ciety. After which, fome of the pupils gave 
fpecimens of their knowledge in the anatomy 
of the horfe ; and at the conclufion, Mr. de 
Ve^ennes the minifter, who was prefent all 
the time, cxprefled his fatisfadion, and the 
meeting ended. 

The aflemblies of the Academy of Sciences 
were held on Wednefday^ and Saturdays at 
the Louvre, in apartments granted to that 
illuftrious body by Louis XIV. their founder. 
One of thefe rooms was the bed-chamber of 
Henry IV. In place of the bed, railed ofF, 
(lands the buft of that prince. Here his 
bleeding body was left for many hours in 
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abfolute neglefl: ; fo mucli did the intrigues 
concerning the regency, occupy every one 
about the court. " Ainfi,'* fays Mezerai, 
** il li'y avoit qu'un moment entre les ado- 
rations et Toubli/' 

At thte meetings of the academy one 
meets with all the moft eminent literary cha- 
mdlers, and hears ^ much of the papers 
that are read as the inceflant talking will 
pefttiit. The prefident (who in all the 
French focieties is changed about every three 
months) has indeed a bell to proclaim lilence, 
but he rings it only when the general noife 
prevents his hearing himfelf or his next 
neighbour. A more important defed in 
this fociety is the tardy publication of their 
memoirs, which never appear in print till 
2A>out 6ve years after they are read ; and the 
communications of perfons, not members, 
arc even ten years before they are given to 
the public. This is an imperfedion which 
it is to be hoped will be correded in the in- 
tended new organization of the academy. 
The real ufe of fuch inftitutions is to afford 
an afylum for eflays and diflertations, either 
too fmall, or, from the plates required, too 
K 2 expenfive 
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expcnfive to be feparately publiflied* If 
fuch works are kept back five or ten years, 
they lofe their novelty, and any information 
they may contain is generally foreftalled- 
An Englifhman w^onders the name of the 
academy fhould be proftituted to give a 
fan£tion to particular kinds of rouge. No- 
thing is more common than to fee at a per- 
fumer's, ^^ Rouge approuvie parV Aeademie dcs 
Sciences^ But it muft be confidered that 
this article is ufed by moft women, even of 
worth and character, in Paris ; and the in- 
nocence of its compofition is therefore an 
6bje£l of public importance. 

The Royal Library, in the Rue. de Rich- 
lieu, merits particular attention. It is con- 
feffedly one of the firft in the world, and is 
eafily acceflible to perfons of merit. Here 
is preferved that fplendid collection of draw- 
ings of plants from the Jardin du Roiy be- 
gun under the aufpices of Gafton Duke of 
Orleans, brother to Louis XIIL and ftill coj> 
tinned. Thofe by Robert, who was em- 
ployed in the beginning, are by far the beft, 
and very mafterly. Here are alfo the 'ori- 
ginal 
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ginal coloured drawings of Feuille j rude 
enough, but curious as originals. 

The Obfervatory is fituated on an elevated 
fpot neaf the Rue St. Jacques, and from its 
top is an extenfive view. The building was 
now repairing, and all in diforder. What 
inftruments I faw did not appear to be 
fine, nor well kept ; probably thefe were not 
the beft, as the fcience of aftronomy is no- 
where more cultivated than at Paris. I 
defcended into the celebrated caves, from 80 
to 100 feet deep, winding for the fpace of 
three leagues under this quarter of the towa. 
Here the thermometer of Reaumur (lands 
at 10 degrees, equal to 54 of Fahrenheit, all 
the year. 

Whatever other places may want in ele- 
gance, is abundantly made up in the new 
chemical le£ture-room and laboratory of Mr. 
Le Sage at the mint. It is fo finically neat 
and fine, that I could hardly believe it ever 
had been, or could be ufed. The beautiful 
and fcientific arrangement of minerals, in 
glafs-cafes round the room, is worthy of all 
. praife, and calculated to excite the curiofity 
and adwration of the moll ignorant fpec- 
K 3 tator^ 
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tator, as well as to gratify the moft intelli- 
gent. The fpecimens are not large, but 
very numerous, and judicioufly varied. 

It would be endlefs to defcribe all the 
mufeums of natural hiftory, with which 
this capital abounds; nor is it neceflary even 
to enumerate them, after the accurate ac* 
count given of Parifian colledions by the 
Rev. Mr. Townfend, in his excellent travels 
to Spain* 

The principal ones which fell under my 
infpedion, were that of Mr. Gigot D'Orcy 
juvthe Place Vendome, a magnificent jiffem- 
blage of minerals and infers particularly, 
and of Mr. Beflbn in the Rue du Cocq St 
Honore, confifting of minerals only. I 
fhould be ungrateful to forget the obliging 
attentions of thefe gentlemen^ Mr. Beflbn 
is a very fcientific mineralogifl, as the dif- 
pofition of his coUeUion evinces. He pof- 
feffes many fine iron-pres from the ifle of 
Elba, and many good things from Auvergne. 
His cryftals of feldt^-fpath, his borii-. 
ftein, which he traces from wood, and his 
^gfttes, are very fel?^ and very inflxuaive. 

CHAP. 
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PARIS TO MONTPELLIER. 

Oa. 31. JtdAVING ever had an earneft 
defire to vifit Italy, and having always read 
with tranfport every defcription of that cele- 
brated country, I prevailed on an old friend 
and feHow-ftudent, whofe taftes and purfuits 
exadtly agreed with my own, to accompany 
me thithen As our- aim was inftrudion, 
not diffipation, and due oeconoriiy of time 
and money a part of our plan, we fought 
to mix as much as pofliblc with the people 
of each of the countries through which we 
pafled, efpecially the literary and fcientific, 
and refolved to conform to their manners 
and cuftoms, even their mode of travelling 
and living, as much as poflible. We feldom 
fought the fociety of our own countrymen, 
particularly of the travelling herd, whofe 
general plan of operation w^ould but ill have 
K 4 accorded 
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accorded with our own ; and we had £pe» 

quent occafion to rejoice in our independ^^ 
ence. 

Dr. Younge met me at Paris the firft 
week in 0<a.ober ; and on the laft day of 
that month, at four in the morning, we fet 
out in the diligence for Lyons. The fnow 
beginning to fall, made us impatient to mi- 
grate fouthward ; but we had only cold 
cloudy weather and rain as far as Montpel- 
lier. Our carriage was roomy, thp company 
numerous, and tolerably agreeable. Wc 
paid, I think, five louis each at Paris, and 
were fed aqd lodged by the way without 
^ny farther expence, as is ufual in France. 
We dined the firft day at Melun, a poor 
place ; and took coffee at Montereau, plear 
fantly fxtuatpd at the fopt of a hill. Its 
Gothic phurch feemed confid^rablc, and its 
curi^ a Corfican Abbe, was one of our com- 
panions to Lyons, Slept jit ViU? n?uve le 
Guiare- 

iVbv. I. We arofe at four. The early 
hours of thefe diligences are not fuited to 
winter travelling. At half paft feyen, a^- 

nve4 
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rived at the archbilhopric of Sens. The 
cathedral is a venerable old church, with 
good painted windows, and a handfome 
choir, in the middle of which lie interred, 
accQcding to their own defire, thie Dauphin 
and P^uphinefs, father and mother of 
Louis XVI. Their monumept, by an artifl: 
of Pari§, is of an ejegant defign. * Time is 
throwing. a veil over their urns, one of which 
he has already enveloped. Hymen, repre- 
fentcd' with a dejed:ed air, is a very good 
ftati^e. This monument, like that of Car- 
dinal de Richlieu at Paris, ftands infulated, 
and has a very low bafement ; the figures 
of coutfe ar^ on a level with : the fpedator. 
After dining at Ville neuve le Roi, we fup- 
ped at Auxerre, where it was a general com- 
plaint that our beds feemed ftuffed with po^ 
tatoe^ rather than feathers. 

Nov. 3. The road lay over high ground 
to Lucy le Bois. Our refting place at night 
was Saulieu, where fortune favoured us with 
9- very good inn. 

^oy. ^. The country improved as we ad- 
vanced. 
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vaficed. We dined at Autun^ the oldeft 
town in Burgundy, where are many Roman 
ruins. In the neighbourhood are feme large 
>houfes of education.' This neighbourhood 
is faid to be remarkably cheap. We puShd 
over fome very fine woody hills to Chalons 
on the S.oane. Here was a large gloomy 
inn in the Spanilh ftyle, the walls of whofc 
vaft eating-room, blackened with ?ige and 
finofce, were fcarcely difcernible by the dim 
glimmering light of the taper, which ftood 
on a ponderous oak table in the middle of 
the apartment. In the folitary court was a 
well, which, when the mule-drivers came 
for water in the morning, reminded me of 
that where Don Quixote kept watch, previ- 
ous to his being knighted. 

The chief manufaSory of this coufttry is 
hardware ; and we were befet, on our arri- 
val at mod of the inns, by women who fell 
fuch articles made by their hufbands. They 
feemed, in general, badly finiflied and dear ; 
and the " Sheffield whittle'' of my compa- 
nion was often drawn forth with patriotic 
zeal, to the utter confufion of thefe French 
pretenders. 

Nov. 
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JNbv. 4. At Chalons we exchanged our 
land carriage for a fpacious barge on that 
fine tranquil river the Soane, where our 
party received a confiderable addition. Se- 
veral ladies, fome officers, and a young 
abbe, joined us, and the converfation be- 
came very entertaining. Among other 
things the celibacy of priefts was difcuffed, 
and generally reprobated. Some objefted 
to it as a hardfliip j others as a fource of 
immorality. I ventured to obferve, that it 
could never have been confidered as a hard- 
fliip by the clergy who inftituted it, as they 
were then in the height of their power and 
corruption, and by no means inclined to inv 
pofe any burthen on themfelves. They 
therefore could have reftrained their order 
from a lawful and natural indulgence, only 
becaufe they found promifcucus gallantry 
lefs burthenfome, and more fuited to their 
depraved appetites. Accordingly it was no- 
torious that one of the divines, moft zealous 
for the law of celibacy, arofe immediately 
from the bed of a proftitute, to attend the 
aflembly in which the matter was debated* 
The lftdi?8 applauded my argument very 

muclu 
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much. The young abbe f^ reading his 
breviary in a corner with great devotion ; 
being as yet a novice in hia profeffion, he 
turned a deaf ear to our profane difcourfe. 
One of our companions was a proteftant of 
Languedoc, He fpoke of the inhuman re- 
ftridions on their religion, and expreffed a 
feint hope that the prefent king, being a 
merciful prince, would be difpofed to alle- 
viate them, if he were to follow his own 
inclinations. This led on to the confidera- 
tion of the edi£t of Nantes, and the irre- 
parable injury which had been done to the 
ftate by its revocation ; while I enlarged, 
as I always in France took every poflible 
occafk)n of doing, on the advantage it had 
been to the neighbouring nations, and on 
the many refpeftable families and valuable 
manufactories which had been tranlplanted 
to England, and which ftill, to my own 
perfonal knowledge, flouriflied there. While 
thefe points were difcuffing, mpre generous 
indignation was exprefled by the looks of 
the company than I fhould have expefle^ 
in a French countenance. They feemed to 
indulge fuch rebellious ideas, as that govern- 
ments 
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inents 6ught to be wife and impartial ! Wet 
went afhore to dinner at Tornus, and flept 
in a Very good inn at Macon. 

iVbv. 5. Next day we again quitted the 
boat to dine at as wretched an inn, whole 
fituation however was very fine. Noble 
ruins crowned the hills above it, and the 
Soane glided gently along below. About 
five in the evening arrived at Lyoj;is ; our 
trunks paffed the cuftom-houfe for a little 
gratuity unopened, which is generally the 
beft way, and we were loon very comfort- 
ably lodged in the Hotel du Pare. 

Being much indifpofed, and the weather 
very wet, I faw lefs of Lyons than I could 
have wilhed. We accompanied Dr. Brun 
round the Hotel Dieu, an hofpital which 
. has been more praifed than it deferves* The 
beds have large thick woollen curtains, and 
each contains two or three patients. When 
we exprefled our wonder that fo abfurd a 
practice Ihould Hill be continued, we were 
told thkt liofpitals mull not be made too 
comfortable, as the poor would then be too 
fond of having recourfe to them ! On each 

bed 
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bed was a ticket of diredion cortcemifig the 
diet or treatment of the patient. Some 
•were infcribed " Extreme un&ion ;" and one, 
" InJiruStion in the holy myjieriesr I "Was 
curious to fee the perfon who occupied tihiis 
bed, and, on advancing, perceived a young 
woman in a fever, who ftarted with a look 
of horror and defpaif at our approach^ 
Surely a more apt, as well as a more humane 
prefcription might have been thought of, 
unlefs, indeed, fome myfteries are beft in- 
culcated into the mind in a ftate of delirium. 
The affixing thefe tickets is chiefly, I be- 
lieve, at the difcretion of the Soeurs Je la 
Cbarite^ an order of nuns who devote them- 
felves entirely to the painful office of nurfing 
the fick without any reward* Surely, in the 
generally too juft cenfure of monaftic inftitu- 
tions, this order ought always to be excepted. 
Proteftant churches fliould be very perfed: 
in other refpeds, to atone for their want of 
fuch an example of piety and virtue. What 
is the fafhionable charity of fubfcribing to a 
London hofpital, for the fake, perhaps^ of 
being able, occafionally, to relieve ourfelves 
from the trouble of a fick domeftic, com^ 

pared 
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p^ed to the almoft Divine beneyolence of 
thefe nuns ? fome of whom have fcorhed the 
moft flattering allurements of life, to devote 
themfelves irrevocably, like* their bleffed 
Mafter, folely to doing good ! We juftly 
admire and venerate one loan, who purfued 
to the laft a condud like this ; but thefe 
poor ntm^ are each a Howard! 

Lyons has a public library, confiftlng of: 
about fixXj thoufand volumes, arranged in 
a fpacious gallery paved with marble. The 
books on hiftory bear the largeft proportion. 
1 obferved a fine Pliny, printed on vellum in 
1472, in two volumes folio : a manufcript 
on Natural Hiftory, with coloured figures, 
very much like the Hortus Sanitatis : fome 
Chinefe manuicripts, and fome old French 
romances with fine illuminations. 

^ Vifited Mr. Froffard, theProteftant clergy- 
man, who has publifhed a good tranflation 
of Blair's Sermons, and who has lately ex- 
ercifed his pen, as becomes a Chriftian mi- 
nifler, againft the infernal flave trade. This 
gentleman introduced us to Mr. Gillibert, 
f rmerly fettled in Poland, where he wrote 
a Flora Lithuanica, which had the fingular 
7 fortune 
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fbftune, for a botanical book, of being prc>» 
hibited, and that not fo much perhaps on 
account of its imperfedions^ howerer great 
they may be, as from the intrigues of itft 
author's enemies. He has ftnce publiihed 
an ufeful compilation of feveral works of 
Linnseus^ 

We were iikei;«^ife pfefenf ed to Mr. de VII- 
lers, a very able entomologift^ whofe cabinet 
is faid to contain about jdoo European 
ipecies of infers, on which he was then 
preparing a fyftematic work, which has fince 
appeared, to the great benefit of the fciencew 
His exotic infeds are few* We found Mr* 
de Villers modeft, communicafite^ and tin- 
aflfuming, like moft people of real know- 
ledge and genuine tafle for feience. He is 
rather advanced in years* 

The cabinet of Mr. Imbert, a merchant^ 
is a general €olle<3:ion, containing (hells, in- 
fers, birdSi minerals, &c. but not very rich 
in any thing* Here we met the late Count 
de Charnace of Angers, a young gentleman 
of a literary turn and pleafing manners^ 
who, as well as ourfelVeSj was bound for 
Montpellier, and we joined to engage a 

voiturin 
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'^oiturih to condud us thither* being jif* 
fiiaded from going down the Rhone to 
Avignon in a boat, on account of the damp 
weather, and the Uncertainty of the paflage 
at this feafdn, when the Rhone, Hke all 
rivers that originate in the Alp^, is. more 
ihallow than in fummer; aiid we were 
tbid the larj^e boats often ran aground* 
Neverthelel*s, I Would advife all travellers to 
prefer this voyage to the journey by land. 
We were eight tedious days in getting to 
Montpellier, and might have gone in two 
or threfe. 

Thefe Voiturins are to be met witk 
throughout Italy, and the fouth of France* 
They uiidertake the conveyance of a travel- 
ler, for a certain fum, in a fixed time, to the 
place of his deftiriatioh ; and, if defifed, will 
pay all his expeiices at the inns by the way, 
which We afterwards found the beft method* 
This mode is much cheaper, and iniSnitely 
iefs embarraffing, than travelling poii* It 
ffequires, indeed,^ very early rifing, and is 
very flow ; but the latter was no objedion 
to us, as we could alight at pleafure to bo- 
tanize, and walk full as faft as our horfes or 

Vol. L L ' mules^ 
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mules, till we were tired. Thofe who 
choofe to pay their own expences, defire, 
on arriving at an inn, to dine at the tahle^ 
d'hote^ th^t is with other company that may 
be in the houfe, for which the comiuou 
fixed price througho\it this country i& 4.0 
fous (io pence) each for dinner^, and 45 
for fup||)er and lodging. Our table \«raa 
always^ plentifully, aad evea luxurLouHy 
fyrniftied,. with truffles, red-legged par- 
tridges, and great variety of finall birds ; 
the latter were not iqideed very palatable to 
us at firft, on account of the hi^h flavour 
of the juniper berries on which they chiefly 
feed. The turl^ies in Languedoc and Pro- 
vence are more like my illuftrious country^ 
men, the Norfolk ones, in. fize and flavour^. 
than any others I ever met with. We had 
always clean linen, and filver forks. I have 
often thought, the immenfe number of 
thefe forks in France might prove a great 
refource in any ftate exigency ; but it feems 
filver buckles were judged more eligible 
lately on fuch an occafion. 

Nov. 10. We left Lyons at ten. Our 

carriage 
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carriage was none of the beft, and the road 
moft execrably ftony and bad. Vienne, a 
long narrow dirty town, five leagues only 
from Lyons, was the extent of that day's 
journey. 

Nov. II. We were called again upon 
duty at five in the morning, and afcended a 
hill covered with fnow to our dining-place, 
whofe name has efcaped me. Afterwards, 
walking a long way by the fide of the car- 
riage, I had the pleafure of gathering the 
pretty Gndpbalium Stcecbas^ Teucrium Folium^ 
arid fome other plants, not natives of Eng- 
land. Slept at St. Vallier. 

Nov. 1 2. Sunday. We were extremely 
oliliged to the mafs, which detained our 
voiturin till pafi eight j after which we pro- 
ceeded chiefly along the banks of the Rhone 
to Valence, a fmall fortified town. Our inn 
was in the fuburbs ; poflibly the very place 
which Roufleau mentions in his Confeflions. 
Arriving early, M. de Charnace propofed, 
as a probable fource of amufement in our 
own way, to go in fearch of the principal 
L 2 apothecary. 
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apothecary. We .were accordingly direded 
to a Mn Boniface, who received us very 
civilly, and on hearing our errand, told us 
he alfo was a botanift, and produced his 
herbal. This was a folio volume of dried 
plants, coUefted by himfelf in the Paris 
garden, about the year 1764, arranged ac- 
cording to Tournefort's fyftem, with fyno- 
nynis, generally pretty right, and the re- 
puted virtues of each plant, that is, in what 
degree it is hot or cold. 

No'O. 13. From Valence we proceeded to 
TAurioI, an old decayed town, with the 
ruins of a caille. In the way from thence 
to Montelimaf, plenty of lavender, Lavandula 
officinalis^ grew by the road fide, with Teu^ 
crium Folium^ and Cercis Siliquajlrum. Mont- 
elimar is, like all the towns hereabouts, en- 
clofed with a wall, but wretchedly built; 
with narrow ftreetr,, fo ill paved as to be 
almoft impaflable. Our companion being 
defirous of feeing the celebrated volcanic 
philofopher, M. Faujas de St. Fond, who 
was Senefchal of this milerable place, and 

has 
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kas ftill a houfe in the town j wc went to 
call on him, but he waB then at Nice. 

Nov. 14. A heavy rain rendered us the 
fame fervice as the mafs did on Sunday, and 
we were allowed to repofe till eight o'clock. 
About five in the afternoon arrived at the 
Pont St. Efprit, a town on the weft fide of 
the Rhone, taking its name from a curi- 
ous old ftone bridge of twenty-two arches 
over that river^ This bridge is very nar^ 
row, fo that two carriages cannot pafs it 
abreaft, and is built with an pbtufe angle 
pointing up the river, that the flxudure 
may the better refift floods. It was near 45 
years in building, ancj was finifhed in 1309. 
The arches ■ are fo fmall as not to be pafled 
in a boat without danger, when the river is 
rapid, 

Nov. 15. We dined at a little village, in 
which was a 'fine perpetual fountain of 
(lightly tepid water. In the afternoon, after 
traverfing a country covered with Box, Ever- 
green Oak, Lavender, Garden Thyme 
(I'bymus vulgam)y Melijfa Nepeta^ feveral 
Xi 3 fpecies 
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fpecies of Ci^usy and other fine plant^ ptiol^ 
of them however out of flower, we arrived 
at the noble Pont dii Gdrd^ one of the moft 
majeftic Roman edifices now remaining in 
the world. It is fituated- in a folitaiy ippt^ 
between two rocky hills, over the river 
yGardon^ whofe fteep banks are clothed with 
wild Fig-trees, Olives, and a variety of 
beautiful fhrubs, in the moft romantic man- 
ner J fo that this magnificent ruin eiypy^^ 
every advantage of fcenery and fituatioa» 
It indeed can fcarcely be called a ruin, being 
compofed of ftones fo maffy as to have 
hitherto fufl!ered enough only, from the in- 
juries of time, to make it pidturefque, and 
fcarcely fo much as to deftroy even its ori- 
ginal ufe as an aquedud, if it. were now 
wanted for that purpofe. It confifts of three 
rows of femicircular arches, of which the 
uppermoft are much the fmalleft ; the lower- 
moft range has been enlarged in breadth, 
fo as to make a bridge. On the building we 
gathered Campbqrqfma monfpeliaca^ in which 
I never could perceive any fmell of cam- 
phor, and Satureja Tbymbra. Took up 

our 
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mit ttight^s lo^ng in a Rttfe ditty Itin, called 
La Fourche^ not far cfiftant. 

N6V. 1 6. The rc^ to Nifities lary tfitotigh 
jtdat couhtry, pliatited with olive tteeS, Which 
hafve a dircary appearance, beirig low and 
void of kxuriance in thefr foliage, a^ Wdll 
as of a greyifh hue, neither pofleffing the 
chtearfdr gfeen of cur commcfn fofeft tfees, 
Aor even t!xe filvery fpleridottr of 2t white 
willow. The rtpe fhrit, which Wasf ftiH in 
many places ungathered, is tempting in ap-» 
pearance, like a fmall damfon plumb ; but 
to the tafte moft intolerably naufeous. Its 
oily juice is mixed with the watery fluids, 
and a peculiar acrid bitter, in the form of a 
white emulfion, all which, from its fuperior 
lightnefs, it leaves behind when the fruit is 
bruifed in a proper veflTel. While dinner 
Was preparing, we vifited the famous amphi- 
theatre of Nifmes, trufting to another op- 
portunity to fee the other curiofities of the 
place. This building is fo encumbered with 
miferable houfes, both within and without, 
that fcarcely any idea can be formed of its 
original efFe£t. Projedts have been formed to 
L 4 clear 
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dear it, but hitherto without {vLCCt&^ on ac< 
count of the expence. 

In the way to Lunel, Euphoria fcrraia 
and Cftitaurcafahnantica were in flower by 
the road fide« The wine made in thi^ 
neighbourhood, is a kind of mufcadel^ mucl^ 
in requeft. Our inn was excellent. 

iVJ?% 1 7. We travelled through ^ heary: 
rain, with a tired horfe, to Montpellier, 4 
welcome reftmg-place after fo tedioiM ai 
journey^ 
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X H £ fituation and climate of this tovnt 
Ipng procured it great reputation^ as aa 
i^ylum for perfons whofe delicate health re- 
quired 2^ more temperate air than that of 
England. Of late yea^ it^ has been lefs 
frequented ; probably frqm (he uofayourable 
account, more ill-iiatured than juft, which 
SmoUet has given of the flate of phytic there. 
Phyficians, like fe£karies in religipn, have 
each their peculiar theories an4 dogmas, and 
the cry of herefy has generally as little to do 
with truth, gopd fenfe, or jufti^e, when it 
come? from one profeffion as from the other. 
In each, honeft fenfible men find principles ,* 
enough for their own guidance j and whiler 
the confcioufnefs of a facility of error, in 
fpecul^^tive and lefs important points, makes 

them 
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them tolerant and compaflionate to tlio^ 
who differ from them, they leave to the 
rabble of their brethren the thorny path of 
controverfy and cenfure* 

We were certainly more fortunate than 
Smollet in our medical acquaintances here. 
I have feldom met with a more fenfible, or 
a more amiable and humane man, than Dr. 
Brouffonet, the profeflbr of phytic, father 
of the celebrated ichthyolo^ft at Paria. We 
formed indeed a very favouraWe oj^niou of 
the national character in the fouth of France. 
Urbanity and hofpitality mark it very ftrong- 
fy ; and even certain prejudices, whkh make 
a part of it, are by no means unamiable. 
Thefe good people think, not without rea^ 
fon, their own country one of the moft &- 
voured under heaven; th«r climate, their 
produftions, their manners, all preferable to 
thofe of other countries, and they delight in 
gratifying' a ftranger with every thing that 
can moft enfure his approbation. Their 
manners are certainly lefs artificial, and morr 
truly pleafing, than ihofe of the inhabitants 
of Paris. Their politenefs is rather the cxs 
preffion of genuinq benevolence, than the 

empty 
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iQOipity grimac^e or inlidicps flattery vrith 

which \Ye generally charge the Fr/e&ck. 

Thpy ifepwi ayerfe to 

« Parifian paint of <ev^ry kind, 

** Which ftains th^ body of th^ mind.** 

"W^ were fhewn, as a phaenomenon, a lady 
fufpe£ted of oiaking u£e of: this meretricioua* 
orpameQt The natives of Languedoc an^ 
Provence are, in confeqijence of their na^^ 
tiona.1 charader, clofely attached to each 
other wherever they meet If two of then 
are in Paris^ though previoufly ftrangers, 
they will not be ipng before they find one 
another out. They form, as it were, a f&- 
parate clan amid the multifariiiua fociety of 
the capital It is remarkable, that the Pari* 
fians charge them with the fame levity of 
character with which we charge the Pari- 
fians. 

There are many Proteftants about Mont- 
pellier, who perform their worfliip in private, 
or more commonly in the country, where 
they offer their homage, imder the broad 
canopy of heaven, 

** To Him whofe temple is all fpsfcc, 
" Whofe altar, earth, fea, fkies !** ' 

They 
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They latermany with the Catholics, and 
Cve among them in great harmony. 

The public walks about Montpellier are 
fuperior to moft m the beauty of their pro- 
ipe^, owing to the elevated fituation of 
the town. The Place de Perou^ undoubtedly 
one of the fineft things in Eurc^e, is a 
iquare bounded on one fide by the town* 
wall, and on the oppofite one by a fountain 
of magnificent ar<:hitedlure, terminated by 
an open temple, built over th6 principal re^ 
fenroir which fumiihes the town with water, 
and which is itfelf fupplied by a long aqu^ 
duft' conftru^ed on arches in the ancient 
ftyle. This aquedud: is more for ornament 
than ufe, the fcience of hydraulics having 
taught us that water will always nearly keep 
its level, and therefore might have been 
brought as well in pipes under ground as 
by this expenfive channel. Smollet criticifes 
this building, becaufe it is not like the Pont 
du Gard, as if a different form were not 
proper, and even neceflary, for an aqueduift 
four miles in length, but of a fmall propor-. 
tional elevation, and one intended to carry 
water from the top of one lofty hill to an-r 

Other 
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Other clofe by it ! It may farther be re* 
marked, if, as Smollet feems to hint, a refem- 
blance to the works of the ancients be the 
touchftone of merit, that this edifice is con- 
ftru(3:ed on the plan of thofe ancient ones 
flill remaining in the Campania of Rome, 
at leaft as to its general figure ; with refpedk 
to minutiae of architedure or decoration, I 
did not go near enough to examine it. The 
other two fides of the Place de Perou are 
enclofed with a baluftrade, intended, accord- 
ing to the original defign, to have fupported 
ftatues of feveral great men of the age of 
Louis XIV, his own equeftrian ftatue, the * 
only one of the whole that has hitherto been 
finiflied, being in the centre of the fquare. 
From hence the view is fo extenfive, that the 
eye commands not only all the country 
about Montpellier, the fca, the hills of 
I'Efperou, &c. but likewife in clear weather ' 
the Pyrenees on one hand, and the fnow- 
ciad fummits of the Alps on the other, each 
perhaps at fixty miles diftance. The Efpla- 
nade is likewife a very pleafant walk. The 
flxeets of McHitpellier are extremely irr^u- 
lar, as \fell as ill-pavQ.d> having no.foQt-. 
i walks 
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wdk» bh tfie fide. Prbvifions heri arc cEeap, 
Ae people civil and cleanly, fo that a i^anger 
finds k a defiraible abode as to the common 
conveniences of life, as well as fociety; 
thdfe \*^hd cannot live without a continued 
rdund of diffipatdon, muft feek it elfewhere. 
Nor do I much approve ef this place for 
invalids. Very cold and boifterous winds 
are not unfreqaent,and the air of the neigh- 
bourhood is often infedl^d by the marihes 
lying between the town and the fea. 

The botanic garden was founded in the 
time of Henry IV. and its ori^nal form 
remains. There are fpacious terraces, fhel- 
tered with very large and lofty trees for ftich 
plants as require Ihade, that being a much 
greater requifite in this climate than in ours ; 
on the conti-ary, the green-houfe here is vetjr 
tirifling, and we faw fcarcely any thing un- 
common in it, except a Tfopaolumy Which I 
have nzme^aduncTimj Spicil. Bot. f.^o. This 
was not the feafon to judge of the ftock of 
hardy plants ; but I believe it is not very 
rich. 

The fiftt profeflbr here was Richier de 

Bdleval, who planned the garden. He was 

2 a man 
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a man dT great zeal for the fcknce^ and had 
a number of figures of plants engraved oxi 
copper, which were never publiflied* 
Toumefort mentioned their lofs with regret^ 
probably having, never ieen them* Pro* 
feflbr Gouan not many years ago fouild 
the plates in the archives of Belleval's &^ 
mily, and fent impreffions of them to Lufc 
nseusy which are now in my hands* The 
figures are inelegant, but tolerably. faithful; 
they are rather curious than ufefuL 

Mr, Bannal, whofe family for fevcral ge- 
nerations has had the care of this garden, 
fliewed us the fpot where the celebrated au- 
thor of the Night-Thoughts interred his 
daughter-in-law with his own hands* It is 
in a low retired part of the garden (deftined 
for plants that require much fhade) under an 
arch. Mr. Bannal's father was prefent, and 
by his fi-iendfhip the afhes of poor Narcifla 
obtained this afylum, which, I am forry to 
hear, has been violated fmce I was there. 
The Intendant of the province, in the in- 
tention of erefting a monument here, had 
the precife place of interment fought for. 
The bones were found, but the convulfioiis 

of 
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tjl£ the late reToIudon ocourring juft at thcf 
dime, the monument was never executed, 
and feveral of the bones were difperfed, 
being prefenred by many people as a kmd 
of relick. A few yeai^s ago two Italian 
2d>be8 vifited this place, and left with the 
gardener a Latin infciiption^ which they re* 
quefted to have placed over the grave ; but 
this was aegledted. Young is of all out* 
poets one of the moft admired abroad, efpe-» 
dally in Italy^ My fellow-traveUer wa^ 
often welcomed withenthufiafm, on account 
of the fimilarity of his name to that of thi$ 
favourite author* 

Notwithftanding the feafon was unfavour-^ 
able for botanizing, we could not refrain 
from vifiting fome of the placed in this 
neighbourhood celebrated for rare plants* 
The rocks near the river at Caftelnau, a ro- 
mantic fpot, afforded us feveral new Lichens^ 
fome of which are defcribed in the firft 
volume of the Tranfaftioiis of the Linneari 
Society. By the way grew Litbofpermum 
frwticofumy Ofyris alba (Poet's rofeifiary)^ 
Mercurialis tofnentdfayZXiAXantbiumfpinrfunr^ 
wSh plenty of the Maflick tree, Piftacia 

Lentifcus^ 
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LentifcuSf full 6f thofe hom^ihaped cxcref- 
cences, occafiotied by the pun^ure of a*mi« 
nute infed, which have been introduced 
into fome pharmacopoeia's as an article of 
medicine What their fuppofed qualities 
are I do not recoiled:. The excrefcences 
themfelves are about th^ fize of the finger, 
hollow, and lined with a faccharine fubftance. 
The beautiful little tree frog, Rana arborea^ 
was ikipping from branch to branch among 
the bufhes ; as well as that iingular infe£t. 
Mantis nligiofa. Nothing can exceed the 
bright polifhed verdegris hue of the head 
and back of this frog, nor the delicate rofe- 
colour of its under fide. Its feet are fo 
formed as to ftick very ftrongly to the 
branches and leaves, and it feldom mifTes its 
hold. It is fo pretty and inoffenfive an aiii- 
mal, that even thofe who have the greateft 
averfion to the reptile tribe can fcarcely fail 
to admire it. The Mantis is named religiofa^ 
that is, over religious or fuperfiitious^ from 
its perpetual eredion of its fore-paws clofe 
together, with a quick motion, like the adion 
of praying. " So divine a creature is it/* 
fays the tranflatorof MoufFet,** that if a child 
Vol, !• M haa 
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luis Ipd it$ way^and enquires t)f the M#a^ 
it VFill ppiitt put the right path with its pscw.'^ 
Such 18 thti common opimim of the cpuAtiy 
people. But yif. Dcurthe^^ a very ing^^nifitt^ 
entomolog^^ who waa of our paily,. ^d 
whoie coUeCtipn pf the infe^a about Mont? 
pelliqrwe afterwards looked over wifh ^eat 
pleafure, told us a ftory of diis inie^twlucli 
(avours little pf divinitT; Having caught \ 
male and a femal^ pf thiafpeciesy lie put them 
togethei! into a gla& yefleL An union was 
the confequ«nce ; after \7hich9 the femakii 
which in this, as in moft other infefks, i^ the 
larger and ftrpnger pf t^e two^ devpu^d the 
head and upper part pf the body pf her 
companion. But th^ moft wonderful cir* 
f umftance is, that a fwhfequ.^t union tpok 
place ; the lif^ and vigour of (he male beix^ 
hke that pf the horfe-fly, unimpaired by the 
iofs pf his head, as that part is not in infe^ 
the feat of the brain ; this was no fooner 
concludecl thai^ his infatiable mate ate up 
the reft of his body J There is no ropm to 
d^oubt Mr. Dprthe,s*s accuracy or veracity;^ 
and I believe he has already publifhed the 
agcoimt in fome French wprk. We fi>w^d 

. . everjt 
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tvtry where ^Amty of Hdix deeoHata and. 
fkmorbh^ two uncommon ijisdls^aiul colled!- 
ed fpecitneas cf a curious bed of foflil 
oyftcFs, of aii uuknowji fpeciea. 

Our next expeditioa was to the famoua 
wood called the Bais dn GramMty chiefly 
compofed of eyergreen and kermes oaks 
(^ercus Jlesf and ^ercus cQmfira)^ the 
trunks ^d branches of which^ as well as 
thofe of the common oak and che&ut, we 
found here awd there producing the very 
elegant and rar^ lAcbm cbryfoptbdmus^ or 
golden-eyed Lkheiu See Dilhniws Hifi. 
Mufc. tab. 13, jC J 7, copied from Micbeli^ 
tab. 3^^ f. 4^ We faw growing Scabiofa 
^ramuntia^ Lavandula Sfoecbas^ Ifoetfs la^ 
^uftrisy and feveral other rarities, regretting 
we could not examine fo intereftiog a fpot 
^t a better time of the year. 

We declined fo long and laborious an ex- 
pedition as that to TEfperou, or the Hortui 
Dei, the weather and feafon being too un- 
favourable, as the former place was covered 
with fnow; and contented ourfelves with 
only one more herborization, towards the fea, 
tfmpng the rocks near the bridge of Ville- 

M 2 neuve* 
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ncinrc» xlcre we foniid two or uiree Hew 
Lichens^ plenty of widow-wail (Cnecrum 
tricoccum) in feed, Rofmarinus ^kimdit^ 
Cifius albidus^ Daphne Gni£um^ Scirpus Ho^ 
tofcboenusj conunonlj miftaken here and ia 
Italy for y uncus conglomeratusy &c. &c. 

Profeflbr Gouan, the old correfpondent 
of Linnanis, well known by his botanical 
and ichthyological works, very civilly (hew- 
ed us his herbarinm, the fjpecimens of which 
are magnificent and well dried. All the 
botanifts here, as well asMr. Gerard, who has 
written a diiiertation upon the fubje€b, are 
miftaken about Latbyrus ampbtcarpos ; what 
they take for it is a new fpecies of Vic'ia 
(near peregrina)^ which has the fame won- 
derful oeconomy of producing fubterraneous 
fruit, apparently without flowers. 

Mr. GufTon, then demonftrator of botany, 
is fince dead. His death is no lofs to the 
fcience, as he kept entirely from the world 
his father*s celebrated manufcripts and col- 
legion of umbelliferous plants, of which 
he had neither abilities nor leifure to make 
life* 'They arc now happily fallen into the 

bands 



binds of Mn Dorthes^ who is amply quali^ 
fied to digef): and pubiifh them. 

The hofpital of Montpellier, Hotel Dieu 
St. EUy^ is a very good one. The walls 
are often white-wafhed, the bed-furniture 
of neat white cotton, the houfe very clean, 
but fcarcely airy enough. The phyfician, 
who is attended in his rounds by a great 
numb,er of ftudents, and a foldier to keep 
the peace, gives his prefcriptions aloud in 
French, not, as ufual, in Latin. 

We were lucky enough to be prefent at a 
graduation at the College, conduded with 
great ceremony in the old ftyle. We were 
feated, with much refped, on a bench among 
the Profeflbrs, who were drefled in fcarlet 
furred gowns. But when the new-made 
Dqdtor received the ring, the girdle, the 
, cap, and above all the kifs of the Re6tor, we 
could hardly demean ourfelves fuitably to the 
gravity of our fituation. 

We alfo attended a meeting of the Aqu 
demy of Sciences, which is, as it weref, a 
younger lifter of that of Paris, having been 
founded in 1705. It pofleffes a cabinet of 
fiuffed birds, in which are fome rare fpeetes. 
M 3 Wq 



We licarfl no papers read* The butineft of 
the meeting was to deliberate upon what 
tneafures Should be taken with the Penitentt 
ileusy a congregation of monk^ who had 
committed a moft unfortunate encroachment 
injbtti3dirig a church «k)fe td &e windows of 
Hic Obfervatorjr. How the difpuee was de- 
* tcrmined, I have riot heard. : 

There are fothe good pi^nres at Mont- 
pellier, particularly the death of Simon the 
magician, -Who threw himfelf from a tower 
in the preTence of Nero, tnifting, a*lt is faid, 
to his art* This pidhire, one of tht moft 
celebrated works of Sebaftian Bourdon, is 
in the cathedral. The charaders of the 
heads of Nero and St. Peter are particularly 
fine. The private colledHons of Mr. Duchef 
and of Mr. Gourgas, are worth feeing j 
efpecially the latter,- where are marry good 
pieces of the Italian and Fkmifh fchodsi 
among others, a holy family by Raphael, for 
^hich its potfeflbr has been offered a thoufand 
pounds ft'erlingr At Mr. Duchess was an 
animated portrait of Henry IV. which en* ' 
gaging my attentioii, the mafter of the houfe 
remarked, that ^ £n^^£l£mea always love 
. • * every 
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feVery king biit their own." I did tibt fee! 
the reproach ih any fenfe applicable to my- 
Ifelf ; nbf do I conceive it to beat Hard on my 
^untrymen iii general^ as it neceflarily im* 
jplies that EnglUhmen have no averfion to 
Jkings as kings^ and tkey have lately repeat^ 
ledly 2uid [nioft unequivocally (hewn their 
iaiSfe^onate fidelity to a good one» 
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CHAP. XIIL 



Kt)l«£^. AIX. MAR3£ILL£S. 

pN'bv. 27. Taking leave with regret 
of Montpellier and its kind-hearted inhabit 
tants, a$ well as of Mr. de Charnace^ we fet 
Out for Nifmes, accompanied bj a fuperior 
of Cordeliers, with whom we found it im- 
poffible to exchange many ideas, and who 
was better fkilled in the French exercife of 
his " flag of abomination," than in anj 
thing elfe. 

Nov. 28, Dn Granier, to whom we had 
letters, lives in a houfe late the property of 
the celebrated botanift and antiquary Mr. 
Seguier, and left by him, along with h:$ 
mufeum, to the Academy of Sciences of 
this town. Mr. Seguier, of whom every 
bodj fpeaks with refpeS, died a very fe^ 
. .;- years 
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yezH ago at the age of 8i. His excellent 
book on the plants of Verona is well known. 
His libraiy confifts, as we were told, of 
about eleven thoufand voliunes, chiefly oa 
;Uitiquities and natural hiftory. The herba- 
rium is not confiderable. The moft %len- 
did and curious part lof the collection, are 
the vaft variety of foflil fifli in land-ftone^ 
collected , by this indefatigable man, in the . 
courfe of thirty years, near Verona. Among 
them almoft all the fpecie$, now inhabitants 
of the Mediterranean, are to be diftinguiih- 
* sed, as well as leveral exotic ones ; even fome 
f the Otaheite fifli defcribed in Brouflbnet's 
Decade ; !at leaft we were told fo by a gen- 
tleman, the colleague of Dr. Granier, who 
was our guide. It required more time and 
accuracy to inveftigate the point thoroughly 
than we had to beftow. All vifitors to this 
mufeum write their names in a little book, 
according to the dcfire of the founder. 

A moft violent and perpetual rain, added 
to a defire to get forward, prevented 6nv 
viliting the fountain and ruins of the Tein- 
pie of Diana, with other curiofities in the 
neighbourhood of Nifmes. This is no lofs 

to 



to tde ^n^ilitTeader, as Cotmior l1^^ 
iiefle hiB iq his trat^ls given SL^ecy fcill ac^ 
tOfsMt of tkefe iotertfting objeds^ as ^weD as 
of Mn Segiiier Hnbielf^ and his fciendfic 
laboursi We tbiild not omit tifidngthe 
Maiftin carr^^ one of the moft entire and 
moft iixquifiteiy* bifautiful Roman temples 
tioit iremainingi There is a dmsJS^ of 
^ie^mce about it^ of which I hsid Incfiw: be*: 
lore feeti an example ; n<M: is thei^ feffo^y 
an^ thltig in Italy that extels it, except per« 
haps the three mtitilated i;ottuniJi in the 
foruiii at Rome* The preferrafioii of fins 
architectural jewel is almoft peife£):^ and it 
is now fecured fvi^ta outraige b^ being con-'* 
fecraled to Cbrifiianity^ 

This evening we were dooinedagain td 
fleep at the little dirty inn of La ¥ouiche^ 
tf£ which Lady Millefs pen alone eouki de-^ 
fcribe the filth and miferyj Even tiur Cor^ 
ddief was difgnfted^ and exerted hiitifelf 
Aiccefsfully in alleviating .fbme of Our S£* 
tfeflTeS) driving from the eating-room afqui* 
lid group, who wtre hal&ftrippbg themfelves 
by the fire. 



M^v. if^ The morning was fitie, and w^ 
departed very carly^ re-^paffihg abont dpy-* * 
break the J^^nt du Gard^ i^hich^ bjr the un* 
certain iight of the mifiy daWn) appeared 
\f ilh uncommon raajefiy* The firft rays of 
the morning illnntinfted its fummit| while 
its maily bafe, with the rocks and woods ott 
d&er fide^ were ftill half-^veiled tii darknds. 
The wind Was hufhed, and the bubbling 
ftream <tf *the valley below, alone difiurbed 
the general rqpofei 

At a little ^ift^n^ we quitted onf formef 
road, and turned towards Avignon# Near 
' a fmall inn by the way, are fome high peak-* 
ed rocks, which afforded lis a few good 
Lichens^ as my exanthtmaticus and tumidu^ 
/vx, T:lalif« cf Linn, Society^ vol. 4* as well 
as the inoMtfus of Weber, and fome .others- 
This Uiben imnerfia is a very wonderful 
produ^on. It coiliifts of a hard white 
cruft, gteenifli when cut or fcrAped, bearing 
many fmall black fhlelds, each of which is 
immerfed in a deep caifity of its oym form, 
apparently hollowed^ ttot only out of the 
crufl, hut even out of the ftonei iti^ Ttal 
any effed of vegetation ihould .produce 
a fuch^ ^ 
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iiich hollows is inconcdTabl^ yet tibat ap- 
pears to be the cafe. Some parts of the 
rock may be found ftrongly marked \A\h 
thefe imprelfions, after the plant which a- 
cafioned them is totally decayed, and the 
(hields fallen out. This phaenomenon i8 
well worthy the attention of thofe who do 
not affed to defpife any thing that has en- 
gaged the wifdom of the eternal mind. The 
plant is found in moft countries, and very 
plentifully in Derbyihire, on calcareous 
rocks. Some other minute Lichens^ as 
txantbematicuj above mentioned, feem to 
poiTefs a degree of the fame power of exca- 
vating the ftone on which they grow. 

The country hereabouts is unculdvated, 
and clothed with the evergreen and kermes 
oaks, box, lavender, garden thyme, ii!i^i/X| 
&C. Some part of our road afforded moil 
extenfive views over the valley watered by 
the Rhone, which forms feveral iflands in 
its way. Avignon and Villencuve were at 
t)ur feet ; and mountains of the mod gro- 
tefque ihapes, many of them covered with 
fnow, and loft in the clouds, bounded the 
profpea. The. road leads down a hill to 

•Ville- 
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Villeaeuve, which is diftinguiihed by a 
very large Benedidine convent, fituated on 
an emmence, and enclofed with lofty walls 
and towers. Having croiTed two brjinches 
of the Rhone in ferry-boats, we found our- 
felves at the gates of Avignon. 

Here is a very fine public walk, planted 
with trees, by the river fide, which we ex- 
plored by moon-light. There are feveral 
verbofe infcriptions on the town-walls, and 
in other places, all having a reference to 
inundations of the Rhone, the mifchiefe 
they have done, or their miraculous cefiation* 
The ancient palace of the Popes, in the 
middle of the town, is an immenfe old 
building, founded upon a rock, which feemt 
fiill as faithful to the truft repofed in it, at 
the fpiritual rock on which its mailer's 
power is built ' 

Nov. 30. Nothing about Avignon could 
intcreft us fo much as the famous fountain 
of VaUdufe, confecrated to immortality fa|r 
the fweet mufe of Petrarch, and now rival- 
ling in celebrity the Caftalian fount, which 
it excels in beauty and magnificence. We 

arrived 
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arrived on. its bnnk about three oMoci; in a 
bright afternoon, when the glowii^ reftt 
gence of the declining fun, cm the rocky 
fcenery around, incresfed, by contraft, the 
charms pf the fequeftered y$de, at whofe ex^ 
tremity the fountain is fituated. 

It Vfsi^ now in great perfe^lon, i:ather 
fuller than uAial. The water, thou^ clearer 
than cryftal, appears green as it nins, from 
the depth- of its channel. Thl& fountain is, 
in &£t, a coniiderable river, arifing from an 
WKfatbomable rocky bafon of a circular form, 
at the foot of a ftup^qdous perpendic\|Iar, or 
rather impending, ro^k. A few yards froni 
Its fource, the ftre^tm falls in the molt mai- 
jeftic and pi£turelque manner over fragments 
0i rock, apd then fonqs a rapid river, wind-s 
sng through the vale, whofe fides^ for iome 
diftance, rife fuddenly to an immenfe height 
from its banks, and then gradually exp^uid 
into an open plain. The village of Vau* 
elufe is built on fome of the mod acceffible 
farts of thefe precipices, and many of its 
houfes overhang the river. The only apo 
proach to the fountain is by a fingle path 
glong the bank pppofite to the tpw^ 

^^though 
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AMioogli it may feeti^^Qpproaahii^ to 

imij^ty tQ idfit this place with anj othep 

thou^$ thaa pf Iiaun and her fubtim^ 

lorer, whofe eloquence I almpft adpr;^ an4 

j^o whofe jrelinement I dp all poifibl^ reve* 

^ence; yet i cannot but remfP*k, that it9 

beauties {l«^e in themfelyes fufficient to reiH 

der it on^ of the moft ipterefting fpocs in the 

world. A natuialift or a painter, as w<^ aa 

a poet, might fpend many days hpre moft 

delightfully. The neighbpviring fceijety 

wants only a little mor^ wopd. 

Several Licbfns prefented themfelvies oq? 
the left ^^nd of the p^th, ne^r the fountain's 
fource, pfpecijJly a fmall f^ifcigulated fpecies 
Jike a Fucus in miniature^ |Iere too w« 
found fpmething much rcfemblingTiir^/ow^r, 
but which proved only Marchantia bemif* 
fbptricayniki its flowers budding. It is 
however the Aitonia fuffflris of Forfter, 
Rupinia lichenoides ^ Linn. Suppl. as I can 
prove from original fp'ccimens. Meffrs* 
Broi4ironet and Sibthorp a0ured Ae they 
found the true T(ir^fnia in* this place^ 
Among many rate plants which decorate the 
f^ighbpurip^ rocks and hillocks, we found 
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nothing in flower except Convolvulus canU' 
hricusy and a yellow Bifcutella. Dn Youngc 
colleded the Onlfcus varUgatuSy De Villen 
Entom. vol iv, i88. t ii. fig. i6, on 
nio& near the fountain. 

By the road fide, about a quarter of a 
mile from the fountain-head, is a ibatum of 
flint, from two inches to a foot in thicknefs, 
running ' nearly horizontally through the 
limeftone rock, exadly like that marked 
Na 34. in Voigt^s CollcQlon of Stones. A 
fimilar ftratum may be feen by the rock- 
houfe at Cromford, near Matlock in Perby- 
(hire. 

At L'ifle, three leagues diftant, we flepl 
in a moft comfortable inn without the tpwpi 
and were amufed with the poetical efiufionsi 
all referring to Vauclufe, Petrarch and Laura, 
vith which its walls were beftrewed. Whe- 
ther inability or difcretion prevented owr 
adding to the coUedipn, I leave the c^ndi^ 
reader to gucfs. 

Dec. I. Returned to Avignon, dining 
miferably at a poor inn b^ th^ way. A ver)' 

high 
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high hill called Mont Mento^ covered with 
iiiow, wad always in fight. 

I paid a vifit of ceremony to Mr. Pan9in, 
the Profeffor of Botany, but we found no- 
thing to detain us longer at Avignon. 

Dec. 2. We were ferried over the Durance, 
a ftrong and rapid river, juft above its con- 
fluence with the Rhone, and tepofed at 
night at St. Amboife. 

lyec. 3. The road lay through a very 
rocky open country, and after a long afcent 
prefented us with the town of Aisr, fituated 
in a fine rich valley, or rather plain. The 
view on all fides, was very extenfive, and 
extrerticly beautiful; the out-line of the 
country grand and majeflic; the fpacious 
valley beloW, clothed with olive trees and 
vines, with here and there a towering cy- 
pr^fs, and fludded with villas and cottages. 

Aix, like moft towns hereabouts, has a 
broad public walk planted with trees, called 
he cours^ which rqns through the middle of 
the town, and in which are three fountains 
perpetually running ^ two of them cold, and 
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one hot, that is, about the temperature of 
Briftol waters. Languedoc and Provence 
abound with fine fprings. This town ap- 
pears an eligible abode for confumptive pa- 
tients, both on account of its fituation, and 
of the tepid fpring above mentioned ; but 
k is faid to be much expofed to cold winds. 
I know it is an unfafhionable dodrine that 
any good is derived, in fimilar cafes^ from 
Matlock or Briftol, except what arifes from 
air and repofe; becaufe chepiiftry cannot 
detcdt any thing in fuch waters, to account 
for their fuppofed effeft ; but my own re- 
peated and perfonal experience has con- 
vinced me, that the Matlock water at lead 
has a very powerful influence on the circu- 
lation, by no means to be experienced from 
any dofe of common water, for which rea- 
fon it is neither to be delpifed nor trifled 
with. 

From Aix we traverfed another wild traft 
of country, and from the top of a hill had 
a very ftriking and rich jprofpe<9: of the town 
and port of Marfeilles, with the country 
about it in the form of a fpaciousi amphi- 
theatre, covered with olive trees and villas^ 
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aiid bounded on every fide, except a narrow 
opening to the fea, with lofty mountains. 
Yet, on a near approach, the environs of 
Marfeilles are not pleafanL The villas are 
too crowded ; and the country, interfered 
with innumerable dufty roads, often con- 
fined between walls, is deficient in rura 
beauty of every kind, and efpecially in the 
rich verdure and foliage common in more 
northern climates. The approach to the 
town is by a fine new road, by the fide of 
which Clypeola maritima (Honey-fcented 
Alyflum) was in flower, and which led us 
to the coursj where the hotel Des deux pom^ 
tries deferves to be recorded as a very good 
inn. This fbreet was thronged with people 
of both fexes, in their Sunday's attire, and 
exhibited a fcene of much gaiety. 

Dec. 4. From three days only fpent at 
Marfeilles, our obfervations could not be 
very extenfive nor accurate. Nothing is more 
ftriking to a traveller than the populoufnefs 
and appearance of bufinefs which furrounds 
him on every fide. In this refpeft, Mar-^ 
fcilles refembles Amfterdam. The quay ex- 
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hibits groups of all nations and habits^ and 
the harbour it bcM-ders is no lefs crowded 
Dnth veilels* No fire or candle is permitted 
on board anj fliip in the harbour^ as a con- 
Aeration would be dreadful Inde6^ in 
this delightful climate, fire is ieldom wanted 
except for culinary purposes. We tat now 
in the depth of winter with our windows 
s^ays open. The iharket exhibited a pro- 
fufion of-ipring flowers, and even camadons, 
intermixed with grapes, ^tes, pomgranates, 
and a prodigious, quantity of Agaricus dtU* 
tiofus^ which realty deferves its name, being 
the moft delicious mufhroom known; though 
it muft be confefled nothbg can be lefs at- 
tradive than its appearance, its colour being 
a dirty brown, and the juice of a deep 
orange, foon turning to a livid green, where- 
ever the fungus is touched or bruifed» This 
mufhroom is in common ufe throughout 
Provence ; but though a native of England 
and Scotland, it is a fkranger to our tables* 
Mn Bulliard had not found it about Pam 
when I vifited him. 

The regularity, breadth, and cleanlinefe 
of the flreets and public walks, give this 
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town a great degrte of beauty. From ikt 
t0p of the obfervatory, to which we were 
c^ligingly coaduded hj Mr. Bernard the 
diredor of it, is a very noble view of the 
town and port. Paired by an hofpital ; op^ 
pofite to whidi, on the other fide of the 
ilreet, and much too near it, is a hdufe to 
which the dead are removed from the hc^ 
pital previoi:(§ to their interment. Hxrough 
the bars of the door two coffins were vifible, 
with palls and cro0es upon them, and from 
the word y&/r at their feet, apparently des- 
tined to be buried that evenings Not far 
diibmt is one of the principal churches, the 
moft horribly dark and gloomy, as well as 
ihabby, one I ever entered. It feems as if 
devotion and commerce did not Hourifh well 
in the fame foil. TTie play-houfe however, 
though large, was little more cleanly or 
cheerful than the church, but we were in- 
formed a new one was building. Here 
we faw Mercier*8 interefting piece, entitled 
rindigenty very well aded. 

One evening we were prefent at a' public 

affembly of the Academy of BelleS/Lettres, 

Sciences, and Arts. Such an aflembly pc- 

N 3 curg 



( ^82 ) 

curs but once in fix months. Difcourfes 
were read by the dire£kor and fome new 
members, on the progrefs of Literature in 
JFrance, and elpecialljr in Provence, inter- 
iperfed with many compliments to feveral 
living patrons of the Academy j and the 
audience, which was a mixed one, were no 
lef$ liberal of their plaudits. At length one 
member read a fable in verfe,^ entitled the 
Lion and Tygers ; the moral of which was, 
that mercy ought to be the charadteriftical 
att^ribut? of the lion, as king pf thp fprefl 
This piece, however, was received with lefs 
enthufiafm than the reft. Whether the com- 
pany were tired of hearing, or tired of clap- 
ping, they evidently difappointed the poor 
author. In vain did he allow an interval 
after every period, ample in proportion to 
the brilliancy of the preceding thought, and 
pronounce in a trembling whifper the laft 
word of every fentence, as well as the be- 
ginning of the next, that no grateful mur- 
mur of applaufe might be drowned in his 
own voice; no fuch murmur was heard 
after the firft or fecond lines ; and he had 
jaothing to confole him at th^ end, but a 
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flight mechanical clap of civility. His chief 
misfortune was his coming laft. 
• We vifited, with avidity, the collection 
/ of minerals, fliells, and materia medica, be- 
longing to Mr. CoUe, infpedlor of the drugs 
that come to this port from the Levant ; but 
were difappointed in every department. We 
faw very, few rare drugs, nor is the reft of 
the coUedion at all worth feeing.' I bought 
at his fhop, at a pretty high price, a few 
curicxis varieties of rhubarb, a relinous gum 
which exudes from olive trees, ufed to burn 
by way of a perfume, fome good liquid ftorax, 
and effential oil of orange flowers j the lat- 
ter is often prcfcribed here as a cordial. Of 
Fungus Melitenjis he could only Ihew us a 
miferable fpecimen, though we srfterwards 
bought by the pound, at Genoa, enough to 
fupply all our curious friends in England. 

The inhabitants of Marfeilles are reckoned 
about ninety thoufand 

I regretted extremely not being able to 
fee the celebrated Abbe Raynal, who has 
long refided here, but was at this time in 
the country^ 
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CHAP. XIV. 



FROM MARSEILLES TO NICE. 

J)€c. 7. \V^E hired the voiture in which 
we had come ^om Avignon^ at the rate of 
twelve livres a day, for as long a8 it might 
be wanted, to carry us as far as Nice. Our 
baggage underwent a ftridt examination a 
few miles from Marfeilles, at that formidable 
bureau mentioned by Smollet, but of which 
we were not forewarned. My drugs fuf- 
fered confiderable derangement; but by 
wonderful good luck, a parcel of chocolate 
which prefented itfelf immediately on open-- 
ing the trunk, written on at full lengthy 
pafled unnoticed. Had it been feen, our 
carriage and all its contents muft have paid 
for it. If the chocolate had been a relick, 
or I a faint, this efcape might have pafled 
for a mod important miracle. 
* ' • ■ Avery 
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A very romantic country now prefented 
itfelf, clothed with firs and other evcip-eens. 

We flept at a fmall town fyre long leagues 
from Marfeilies^ 

Dec^ 8. The country continued very hilly, 
covered with pines, rofemary, lavender, 
thyme, kermes oak, two or three ^ecies of 
juniper, &c. The pines were generally cut 
on one fide, to allow the turpentine to rua 
out, which it did very copioufly. At length 
we came to a pafs among perpendicular 
rocks, almoft naked, except having a few 
ftraggling pines fiuck about them, and com« 
poling by &r the moft wild and ftriking 
fcenery I had ever beheld. The rofemary 
was in flower by the road fide, and alfo that^ 
beautiful ihrub the true JErica multiflora of 
Linnaeus, not that of Englifh authors. This 
furely is the very fpot defcribed by Mrs. 
Charlotte Smith in the Orphan of the Caflle, 
where her charming Emmeline meets with 
the old fervant of her father, and fo comes 
to the knowledge of her own birth. No 
' one, who has been at this place, can fsoi to 
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recognize It in the dcfcription pf that ele- 
gant authorefs. 

We traverfed a fmall town, whofe envi- 
rons were, in the higheft degree, rich and 
beautiful ; and came to a little dirty village, 
within a league of Toulon, where we faw, 
for the firft time, abundance of orange trees 
in the open ground laden with fruit. The 
caper, Capparis Jpinofay prefented its trailing 
branches, like thofc of the bramble, on every 
wall and bank, and Globularla Alypumy herb 
terrible, grew by the way fide. We had a 
good view of Toulon and its harbour from 
the hill, before we defcended to it. 

Toulon is well known to be one pf the 
moft important fea-ports of which the French 
are poffeffed. Its harbour is one of the beft 
in the world ; the. town ftrongly fortified j 
the quay very fine. The arfenal is not al- 
lowed to.be infpefted by any ftrangers, nor 
could Mr. Auban, phyfician to the navy, 
for whom we had letters, procure ua admif- 
fion to it. This difappointment was not 
very ferious, and we were confoled by a 
fight of the military hofpital, which is very 
dean and well ventilated. Here lectures on 
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medicine and its various branches are givea 
gratis. A fmall botanic garden is at hand, 
in which the plants are arranged according 
to the Linnean fyftem, and where oranges, 
Stapelia variegata^ Solanum Pfeudo^apficum^ 
with many other tender vegetables, thrive 
well in the open ground. Mr. Martin, a 
zealous botanift, has the care of this garden. 
At fupper, at the Croix deMaltbe^ we had 
a number of French oflGlcers, with four or 
five Dutch ones belonging to a fquadron 
then in the harbour. After fupper, the lat- 
ter called for pipes^ and began fmoking^ 
this was made a pretence for quarrelling by 
fome of the French, and a challenge enfued, 
which was immediately accepted by a fpirit>- 
isd young Dutchman, and the combatants 
decided the affair with fmall fwords, by 
moon-light, in the ftreet. The Frenchman 
was fpon difarmed by his antagonift, and no 
mifehief done ; but much noife and vulgar 
bullying enfued between the reft of the 
company, fo that all the tranquillity of the 
evening was deftroyed. It fhould be ob- 
ferved, that the Dutchmen had previoufly 
pbtained permiffipn to finoke from fome 
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officers' ladies who were at taUe. We, a§ 
inqpardal people, were applied to by both 
parties in this important difpute, but our 
icoQciliatory eSbrts were in vain. One would 
always labour to prevent duels, between per* 
iboa whofe profeflion is fi^pofed to require 
their obedience to fuch favage principles of 
lionour : other dudiifts may as w:ell be left 
to themfelves; for the community is not 
§[>xakA to fu^er any very in^)ortant lofles by 
Ihki means ; and the world are pretty wcdl 
agreed what to think of bravos who fight 
without hurting each other. The moft 
pleafant dud I ever heard Qf, was between 
two Edinburgh ftudents, whofe feconds 
chaiged their piftok with currant jelly; 
and as tbefe heroes, from trepidation pro- 
bably, really iit one another, the crimfon 
cataftrophe muit have been highly divertmg. 

JOic. 9. We followed our more peaceable 
avocations, travelling as far as Hyeres to 
dinner. 

It will not he eafy to find a more beauti- 
fully fituated, nor a worfe built town than 
Hyeres* Its foundation is on a craggy rock • 
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tKe fbeets veiy narrow, and fo nigged as to 
be almoft impra&icable in wet weadien 
The houfes are mean, dirty, and crowded. 
Yet the view of the furrounding country * 
makes amiends for all nhcfe tmperfe£ticns. 
From* the eminence on which the town is 
buirlt, a gradual flope extends three miles to 
the fea. All this fpace is one luxuriant 
wood of orange trees. Noble hills fhelter 
the town from the north, and on the fouth 
the view is terminated by the ifles of Hyeres 
(infukd Stacbadumjy a few miles off at fea. 
Thefe iflands are thickly wooded with che& 
nut and other trees. They are uninhabited, 
but much frequented by fyortfmen, as they 
abound in wild boars and other game. Had 
it been a favourable feafon, we fhould have 
, been induced to botanize there, as they pro- 
duce a numfcer of rare plants, among others 
the ^ marum, Teucrium Marum^ the moft 
powerful perhaps of all the European arc- 
matics. The common myrtle abounds every 
where in this neighbourhood; but I was 
much more pleafed to find Targionia hypo^ 
pbylla on fome fhady banks, among Polype^ 
iiium Upfopbyllum and other curious ferns. 

Targionia 
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Targionia forms a link in Nature*s chaifl, 
which I was always curious to examine^ but 
could never before meet with. Here too 
we firft faw the date palm, Fbcsnix daElyli* 
fera^ in the 'open ground. The dates are 
faid not to ripen well, which is probably for 
want of impregnation. How happy fhould 
I have been to have come here in the pro- 
per -feafon to inveftigate this curious point, 
and to have taught the inhabitants to lend na- 
ture the neceffary afliftance ! I recommend- 
ed this circumftance to the examination of 
Mr. Battaille, an ingenious young phyficiafi 
eftablifhed here, who has paid much atten- 
tion to botany. His herbarium is rich, well 
preferved, and well named. 

. There are commonly two or three Englifli 
families who winter in the environs of 
Hyeres, for the fake of the climate, moft of 
them invalids. There cannot well be a more 
delightful retirement for thofe who ftand in 
need of repofe and a mild falubrious air; 
and, from what I have feen of Mr. Battaille, 
I fhould think it a great objed to be within 
xeach of fuch medical advice as his. 

We walked into a very large gardieo, or 
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rather wood, of orange trees laden with fruit; 
but thefc woods are moft beautiful to look 
down upon. As their foliage is Wergreen, 
and very thick, nothing grows under them, 
and the ground is ftrewed with the rotten 
fruit, fo as to make it not very pleafant 
walking in an orange grove. 

Dec. I o. We cofitinued our journey over a 
fine botanizing country, covered with myrtle 
and different fpecies of C'tftus^ but in the 
worft road that can be imagined j we were 
in perpetual danger of overturning, and 
often obliged to alight. To this circum- 
ftance however I was indebted for the difco- 
very of Bryum rlgidum of Hudfon's Flora 
Anglica, growing on a bank in great 
perfedion. Dined at Briganfieres, a little 
village in a moft romantic fituation, thred 
long leagues from Hyeres. . 

Two pretty girls in their beft apparel came 
to the inn, to folicit our contribution to a 
f^te in honour of St. Jofeph. One of them 
had the artlefs fmile of innocence and good- 
humour; the other, the four malicious afped 
of a devotee. The fame difference of cha- 
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n£t:er appeared in the different manners in 
which they preferred their requeft. After 
amufing ourfelves for fome time in arguing 
the point, at which the innocent girl laugh- 
ed, and the bigot grew almoft angry, wc 
contributed our mite, and fent our compli- 
ments to St. Jofeph* 

In the afternoon we rode by the fide of an 
aquedudi: of fine water, and of confiderable 
length, which in one place is carried on high 
arches over a valley. The country conti- 
nued to grow more and more interefting, as 
we advanced towards the heart of Provence* 
The road wound among high rocky hills, . 
clothed with pines and evergreen fhrubs, and 
interfperfed with many fmall (afcades, all in 
perfedion, as it had rained hard the precede 
ing' night. A new feature in the landfcape 
now prefented itfelf, the great American 
aloe. Agave Americana^ growing in immenfe 
tufts on the rocks, as houfe-Ieek does with 
us. Its fea-green hue was ftrongly con- 
trafted with the dark firs, knd the richly 
glowing orange trees ; and this contrafl,- as 
well as the form of the plant, harmonized 
admirably with the bold features and broken 
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outline, of the country. The pafturage, 
wherever it appeared, feemed of the richeft 
kind. We pafled through a miferable look- 
ing village, but in one of the moft delicious 
lituations poflible, commanding luxuriant 
meadows in the valley, and furrounded with 
hills covered with olive trees and pines. Mr. 
Gerard, of whom I fhall foon have more to 
fay, is ftrongly perfuaded that the aloe is a 
native of Provence, contrary' to the unani- 
mous teftimony of all botanifts, who defcribe 
it as of American origin. He obferves not 
only its prefent luxuriance and abundance 
all over this country ; but alfo that it is men-r 
tioned as growing here in an old topographi- 
cal book, publifhed above 200 years ago, 
cpnfequently about a century after the difco- 
very of America. The queftion is, whether 
it could, if brought over even by the firft 
perfons who returned from the new conti- 
nent, be fo perfectly naturalized within the 
fpace of time above mentioned ? Caefalpinu*', 
in 1583, fpeaks of it as then lately brought 
from th? Weft Indies, and as having juft 
flowered near Florence for the firft tinje. 
As therefore I have not myfelf confulted the 
Vol. I. O book 
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fereml valuable ^)eciineiis of plants found 
and dcfcribed by himfelf only. Brjum r/gi^ 
dum was new to him, nor has he paid much 
attention to the clafs Qrjptogamia in general. 

Dec. 13. From Cottignac we direfl:ed our 
courfe again towards the fea, in order to 
enter Italy by Nice. We pafled the cpuntry 

houfe of a Mr.E , who murdered his 

wife at Aix fome time ago. The heufe Is 
fingularly fituated on the fqmmit of a peak- 
ed rock in a valley, apparently without ap 
inch of garden ground. It is entirely com- 
manded by the high rocks which enclofe the 
valley. Lorgues, a little town where we 
dined, has fome good houfes; its air is 
efteemed very good for fick people. About 
five we reached Draguignan, a confiderable 
place ; but it being fair day, we were rather 
indifferently accommodated. In the middle 
of the to w^n is a fingular rock with a watch- 
tower upon it. 

Dec. 14. We travelled through a fertile 
country abounding in olive trees, v>^hofe 
trunks were richly clothed v^\\\\Ltcben caper- 
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aius in frudification, of which We laid in a 
large ftock, to fupply DUr friends at hoihe. 
The fhields are chefnut coloured, from the 
diametei: of a pea to that of a fixpence^ or 
larger. The day was bright, and we ram- 
bled a long way on foot, but with little bo- 
tanical fuccefs. Sinapii erucoides Linn, 
(Jacqu. Hort, Vindob. t. 170.) was now in 
bloom in the fields every where^ this being 
its proper flowering feafon ; but no other 
plantis, e^tcept of the Cryptogamia clafs, were 
to be met with in perfeftioh. Bined at 
Lamoignes, and by half paft three we reach- 
ed Ff ejus, fituated near the fea fide, formerly 
an important place, and now remarkable for 
confiderable ruihs of a Roman amphitheatre, 
and o^ a large aquedud. The country 
around is pidturefque, and -bounded by lofty 
hills at fome diftance. Yet the town itfelf 
has few atttadtions to boaft, and the accom- 
plifhed Cardinal Fleury feems to have con- 
fidered'his appointment to this fee as a kind 
of exile. He jocofely figned a letter to one 
of his friends, " Fleury, by the Divine indig- 
nation, bifliop of Frejus/* His prefence 
however was of important fcrvice to this 
O 3 country. 
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country,* when the army of the allies over- 
ran it in 1707. The Duke of Savoy and 
Prince Eugene fpared the territory of 
Frejus from devaftation, for the fake of it* 
bifhop. 

On the walls of the amphitheatre we 
found plenty of Lichen Roccella (Orchall), fo 
valuable for dying red or purple when mixed 
with the volatile alkali, and which is col- 
ledied principally from rocks and iflands in 
the Mediterranean. It commonly fells in 
England for about 300I. a ton, but during 
the laft war it rofe to i oool. Attempts have . 
been made to fupply its place with other 
fpecies of the fame tribe, znd Lichen tartareus^ 
colleded for that purpofe in Scotland, was 
ufed by the Norwich manufadurers when 
the Orchall was fo immoderately dear ; but 
I have been told the colours it gives,, though 
beautiful, are far lefs permanent than what 
the Lichen Roccella affords. Lichen fuc^or-^ 
mis^ a native of the Eaft Indies, feems likely 
to prove a better fubftitute, and grows much 
larger. The pretty hares-tail grafs, Lagurtis 
ovatiis^ is found about this amphitheatre^ 
and it3 dry fpikes were waving in the boifter- 
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ous wind, of which we experienced a gooti 
deal in this part of France. 

Dec. 15. An additional horfc was requir- 
ed to draw us up a very lofty mountain in 
our road, from which we enjoyed a moft 
ftriking and extcnfive profpeft. On one 
fide was the fea, on the other a country finely 
diverfified with fields, olive trees, and pine 
forefts, interfperfed with rocks and hills of 
every varied form* Nor was the fore-ground 
of this landfcape capable of affording lefs 
pleafure to a botanifl of taftc* Around us 
grew myrtle, the white tree heath f Erica 
arborea)^ Ciftufes, and many other beautiful 
plants; none however more lovely tl^n the 
Arbutus with its flrawberry-like berries, 
which Smollet alfo obferved here, and, mif- 
taking it for the cherry-laurel, wondered that 
any body (hould eat the fruit. Having 
climbed to one of the higheft points of the 
hill, through the fir woods on the right hand 
of the road, I found Cijius I'uberaria and 
Euphorbia fpinofa growing among the red 
crumbling granite of which this hill is com- 
pofed. From hence the view was beyond 
O 4 defcrip- 
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defcription. Frejus, at my feet, was almoft 
imperceptible, except for the light white 
cloud of curling fmoke which marked its 
place in thie landfcape. To the north-eaft 
the Alps of Piedmont appeared, covered 
with fnow, and produced a fine efFed: over 
the intervening pine-clad hills. 

Near a little inn in the valley, through 
which our road lay, we met Mr. Faujas de 
'St. Fond, with three other gentlefticn, re- 
turning from Nice, who informed us, with 
XhdXfriendlj eagernefs with which the com- 
mon herd of mankind, when lately efcaped 
from danger, warn thofe who are juft en* 
tering upon it, that the road was infefted 
with kanditti, and we could not fail to be 
robbed. This prophecy however proved 
falfe, and we foon forgot it in the delicious 
fcenes through which we paffed. I never 
faw Erica arborea fo truely arboreous as in 
this place. It was often ten feet high, with 
a trunk three inches in diameter, much re- 
fembling, in form and fize, the trees on Box- 
hill in Surry. I am informed by Dr. Lind, 
it grows to a much larger fize, even 1 8 inches 
in diameter, on the Serra at Madeira, 5165 
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feet above the fea. Approaching Cannes, 
the road was particularly pleafant, lying 
along the beach, clofe to the water's edge, 
among thickets of myrtle, within reach of 
the fpray of the fea, a ftriking example of 
VirgiPs " Uttora myrtetts latijftma^ 

Cannes is a little fea-port, whofe houfes 
are bathed by the waves of the Mediter- 
ranean. Walking a little way by the fliore* , 
I obferved Ecbinophora fpinofa^ prickly fea 
famphire ; but alas ! it was a mere fkeleton, 
and crumbled under my touch. Here we 
bought fome pomegranates, which proved as 
acid as any lemon ; and their acid was fo 
pure and unmixed with any other flavour, I 
(hould fuppofe they might be very ufeful in 
the more innocent refinements of cookery. 

Dec. 1 6. Acool bright morning — we pafled 
along a delightful road by the fea-fide, fkirt- 
ed with fhrubberies of the fame beautiful 
heath, myrtle, and ciftus, with rofemary in 
flower, interfperfed with the (lately aloe, 
and came within fight of Antibes, a fortified 
town, which we did not enter. Nice fqon 
after prefented itfelf to great advantage, 

flretched 
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firetched along the extremity of its nobk 
bay. A few grapes and fomc bread ferved 
us for a dinner, at a miferable little inn; and 
after a flight examination at Sl Laurent, the 
laft town in France, we forded the river 
Var, with the help of fome guides, and en- 
tered the King of Sardinia's dominions. 
This river, when at the loweft, forms feveral 
channels, fome of which are very deep, and 
which are changed by every flood. Thefe 
guides are therefore obliged to wade naked 
up to their waifts on each fide of the car- 
riage, feeling their way with poles. If any 
perfon be lofl:, the 'guides are hanged with- 
out mercy ; yet their pay^ as fixed by go- 
vernment, is very low, three-pence for each 
paflage. All travellers, who h^ve the leaft 
fpark of generofity, give them much more. 
Here grows the myrtle-leaved Sumach, 
Coriaria myrtlfolia. 

At Nice we founid the Hotel des quatrt 
nations^ a decent and reafonable inn ; but 
were foon difguftcd with the grofs flattery 
paid here to ftrangers, and the Englifh in 
particular. The whole neighbourhood has 
the air of an Englifh watering-place; The 

town 
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town is much enlivened and enriched by the 
coqtcourfe of ftrangers, who refort hither for 
the fake of the climate in winter, and great ^ 
numbers of people are fupported by their 
means. An apothecary, Mr. Faroudi, has 
found it very well worth his while to acquire 
our language, and by various affiduities h^ 
engroffed moft of the medical bufinefs among 
the Englifh. Of his profeflional fkill I had 
little opportunity of judging, but his civility 
nobody can overlook ; and on what folid 
principles can, or do, people in general judge 
of a medical man ? 

In the environs of Nice are feveral very 
pleafant villas, moftly deftined to accomodate 
ftrangers, with gardens of orange trees al- 
ways laden with fruit, as it never arrives 
at perfedion till the fecond year. We ex- 
perienced here, neverthelefs, a confiderable 
degree of cold, with high winds, in a very 
clear atmofphere. Ice was in the ftreets 
about a quarter of an inch in thicknefs ; the 
towering Alps covered with fnow, which 
over-top the country, give a chillinefs to the 
north wind. The public walks, efjpecially 
about the port, are cheerful and pleafant; 
a but 
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but the galley-flaves, chaified two togethtf, 
Walking about the ftreets, are not an agree- 
able fpeclacle to an humane mind. One 
cannot help thinking, that " their hand is 
againft every man, and every man's hand 
againft them j" and whatever may be our 
ideas, on cool reflexion, refpeding this kind 
of punifliment, the prevailing feelings of 
human nature, with fuch objedls before it, 
muft be either compaffion or fear. 

The infide of the Cathedral is handfome, 
and adorned with many rich altars. 

A marble crofs is built on the weft fide of 
the town, to commemorate the meeting of 
Pope Paul III. with the Emperor Charles V. 
and Francis I. of France, in 1538, when, 
however, the Pope could not perfuade thefe 
monarchs to an interview in his prefence, 
though, immediately aftfer his departure, a 
moft familiar conference paffed between them 
at Aiguefmorte. 
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P^^OM NICE TO MONACO, STtREMO, AND 
GENOA, 

J)eC' 19. XTXAVING been difluaded from 
going by land along that formidable road 
tlie corntche to Genoa, on account of the 
badnefs of the roads and the danger of 
banditti, we hired a felucca^ or open boat^ 
to convey us thither, without any company, 
by fea, for five louis d'ors. We were pro- 
mifed a halcyon voyage, and, like inexpe- 
rienced mariners, trufted ourfelves with 
light hearts to the infidious deep. 

About eight in the morning we were 
rowed out of the harbour. The fca wa$ 
then not very fmooth, and its difagreeable 
influence foon made me glad to lie down ^t 
the bottom of the boat, inftead of enjoying 
the view of the majeftit cliffs on one h^ui^d^ 

and 



( 208 ) 

man at Paris, and much noticed by the queen. 
He concluded his civilities with a polite in- 
vitation to his houfe, in cafe we ihould ftay 
any time in the place. I could not help re- 
m^rkipg a ftriking copformity between the 
chara^er of this worthy gentleman and the 
officer whom Addifon met with here, who 
told him with fo much gravity, that amid all 
the convulfions of Europe ^t the end of 
laft century, his mafter and the king of 
France had alway? been good friends. 

The prince of Monaco, abfolutely de^ 
pendant on the king of France, has been 
ufed to fpend the winter at Paris, refiding at 
his principality for two or three months only 
in fummer. His lady is a Genoefe, by 
whom he has children grown up j but is 
feparated from hen 

The precipices below the town^are covered, 
like the whole of this craggy coaft, with the 
Indian Fig. Its ftem is erefk and ftrong, 
foiir feet high ; the leaves, which in procefs 
of time become ftem, are about a foot long, 
obovate, proliferous, very fucculent, fcattered 
with clufters of fpines, not minute, but 
ftrong and fharp. The miftrefs of the inn, 

who 
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whb was as obliging and converfibk as Mn 
Beauchamp, told us that the pulp of the' 
leaves, applied externally, was v€try gooci 
for the gout, and that the prince ufed them 
for that purpofe. The fruit is very delici- 
ous, mtich better than common figsj as we 
Were told, but ai*med with thorns ; the juice 
bright red. When iii feafon, the foldiers 
run great hazards to obtain it, fufpehding 
themfelves from the top of the tocks by a 
cord* This plant is the true CaBtis Opuhtiai 
which Linnaeus lays was brought from Ame-^ 
rica to Italy, Spain, Portugal, and the ifland 
of Madeira, iii all which places it is now^ 
like the great aloe, perfedtly naturalized* I 
cannot help thinking with Miller, that thci 
common Indian fig of biir gardens (Mill Ic^ 
191.), froiii which, howeVer, the Linnaean 
fpecific character (laxus) feems to have been 
taken^ is erroneoufly confounde^ with this. 

Near the inn greW Aruni Arttatum iii 
flower, which the inhabitants call // lumi 
(the kmp), from the ftriking reletnljlanccf 
of its flower, when revcrfed, to a lainp with 
its wick. We found ariothef inftance oi 
tbe aptnefs of thefe people at nomepiclatultii 

Vofc. LP Iri 
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in the name of the dog at the Inn, who 
having two remarkable fpots above his eyes, 
was Called quattr^occbij or four-^yes. Here 
too I gathered PZw;«^^7^^ europaa (Lead-wort) 
in feed, and Euphorbia dendroides in flower. 
Cotyledon Umbilicus^eneris (Navel wort) grows 
on all the rocks, ;not only here, but through* 
out the fouth of France. Jirum Ah/arum 
we firft met with at Hyercs* 

Dec. 20. A rainy ftormy morning ftiD 
confined us at Monaco, and we received 
fmall comfort from our hoftefs, who inform- 
ed us that an Englifli gentleman, with his 
fervant, had lately been detained in her 
houfe by bad weather three weeks* She 
defcribed this gentleman as having a fingukr 
propenfity to get together a heap of ftones 
and rubbifh, but his name ihe could not 
remember. We regretted not having met 
with this congenial fpirit; but not feeing 
any neceffity to repeat his obfervations on 
the lithology of Monaco, we by no means 
wiflied to flay here fo long as he had done. 

In the afternoon we were honoured with 
a moft civil invitation from Madame Beau- 
champ 
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thaiilp to a concert. Th^ fiieflage was i 
verbal one, brought by a maid in a checked 
apron without any hat, who preflcd hef 
miftrefs's invitation with all the honeft frank 
holjpitality, with which the domeftic of fome 
venerable country curate in England Would 
execute a iimilar commifllon* It was not 
without great regret that we were dbliged to 
fend a refufal, which I wrote in proper terms. 
We expeded every hour to depart, being 
abfolutely at the command of our captain, 
and having only our travelling habiliitien1:s ^ 
on fhore, we really were under the neceiEty 
of declining this vifit. 

Dec. 21. Having a fair wind, we failed 

from Monaco at five in the morning, long 

before day-break j and before nine artived at 

St. Remo, eight leagues diftant. The agltatioa 

of the boat was fo great, that my formef 

fituation at the bottom availed me but 

little* Hanging, more dead than alive^ ovet 

the ftern, I even then thought my fufferings 

amply rewarded by the luminous appearance 

of the fea, which I never had an opportu**- 

nity of feeing before, and which by far fi^r- 

pafled my expedations^ Th^ whole body of 
Pa thf 
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the water, wherever it was in the leaftagitated, 
feemed like liquid fire, and a variety of objedls 
floating in it, could be feen to a confiderable 
depth. I regretted the morning dawn that 
deprived me of this curious fpeftaclc. No- 
thing provoked me fo much as to hear the 
failors attribute my indifpofition to fear ; it 
being the only way they have of expreffing 
that a perfon is fea-lick, to fay, " il craint la 
mk^'* (he is afraid of the fea) ; whereas I was 
perfedly void of all apprehenfions of dan- 
ger, while thofe who really do dread the 
fea often feel i^o ficknefs at alL I was 
ftill more angry when they made my illnefs 
a pretence for putting in at St- Remo, as I 
wanted nothing fo much as to get forward 
towards Genoa, eagerly anticipating the 
pleafure of feeing fo celebrated a place, con- 
verfmgt with an old friend, and receiving 
ktters from hpme. 

At. St. Remo however we were doomed 
to exercife our patience, for in the afternoon 
the fea was fo rough, the captain would not 
venture out. We took up our abode at a 
ipiferable inn on the Ihore, amid grpves of 
lemon and citron trees, which indeed I was 
but little difpofed to enjoy. The wind w» 
5 high 
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high and very cold. Our room had no 
chimney, land was warmed by a chafing-diih 
with charcoal. The windows, except in the 
upper part, had no glafs, only wooden fliut- 
ters; nor had the beds any curtains. But 
to reconcile us to our fate, we were told the 
Duke and Duchefs of Gloucefter had, the 
preceding year, flept in the bed which feH 
to my {hare, having been driven in here, 
with their train, in fixteen feluccas, going to 
Rome in December 1 785. Even this con* 
relation, however, proved ill-founded; for 
we afterwards learned, when we had the ho- 
nour of paying our devoirs to their RoysJi 
Highnefles at Naples, that, fatigued as they 
were at St. Remo, they really could not go 
to bed. They alfo informed us of what the 
people of the inn carefully concealed, that 
an Ehglifli cpnful refided in the town, who, 
had he known of our fituation, would have 
alleviated it by his attention and afliftance; 
This I mention for the benefit of all whoni 
it may concern m future. 

Dec. 25. Being defirous of making the 
beft of our misfortunes, we proceeded to 
Inveftigate the curiofities of St, Repio, which 

P 3 \^ 
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Is by no means an inconfiderable town« 
Confifting of white houfes built on the fteep 
Hope of a conical hill, which it entirely oc* 
i:upie3, an4 being contrafted with the rich 
jnountainous and cultivated landfc^pe which 
fervcs as a back ground, it looks very pretty 
from the fea, The whole xoaft of Genoa, 
indcjcd, is of a beautiful afpe£t, rifing more 
or lefs ?ib|ijptly from the beach, richly cul-f 
tivated wherever the ground will admit ct 
it, an4 ftudded with numerous white cottages, 
villas, towns, and churches, often of a fan-^ 
taftic, but not inelegant architedure. The 
very fummit of the hill of St. Remo is 
prpwned with a chapel, furrounded with tall 
pypri^iTes and olive groves *, From hence 
- yr^ bad a delicious profpeiS over gardens of 
prafige, lemon, and palm trees towards the 
fea, with the town at our feet j and on the 
Other fide a very mountainous country 
clothed with olives. In confequence of the 
fteepnefs of the hill, many of the ftreets are 
nptHing elfe than flights of.ilep§, which the 



^ Lucus in iirbe fait media, laetiffimus umbpsi, 
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inules afcend and defcend with eafe and 
fafety. We found many extraneous fofljis 
at the top of the hill, and feveral Ucbens 
with Blajia ptifilla^ 

Dec. ^3. The fea became calm ; but the 
wind turning to the eaft, made our voyage 
to Genoa imj)ra£ticable. We vifited the 
principal churches out of curiofity, which 
good Catholics, in fuch circumftances, would 
have vifited out of devotion, and perhaps 
with better fuccefs, for we found nothing in 
them but tawdry ill-judged decorations. Nor 
did the fea-coaft afford us ^ny botanical 
amufement. Here the great reed, Arundo 
Donaxy grows abundantly, and looks mag- 
nificent, reminding one of the bamboos on 
Indian and Chinefe papers. This kind of 
reed the Englilh import priiicipally from 
Spain, to be manufadured into weaver^s 
flaies. No Fuci were to be found pQ th# 
beach. 

We lived here on a variety of fine fifti, 
particularly John Dory's, but ill-drefled, 
with no othef fauce than bad oil^ foltj^ and 
lemon juice, 

P 4 Near 
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Near St Remo is an inland town called 
jSt. Romulp, a biftioprick. What affinity 
thefe faints have with the foiinders of Rome, 
or whether their fame depends on the au? 
thprity of fame ancient infcription, like that 
of St. Viar, celebrated by Brydone, I have 
not been able to determine. 

A reverend perfpnage landed here during 
pur flay, who feemed tp enjoy a high degree 
pf confideration. Every body kneeled at 
his approach to receive his benedidlioh, and 
crowded arppnd him tq kifs his hand. 

Dec. 24. Being weary of waiting in this 
pppr fpot, and but little inclined to go again 
upon the fea, even if the wind were fair, | 
4etermined, with my friend Youn^e's conr 
fcnt, to try my forti^ne by land, notwith- 
landing the terrifying accounts of bad roads^ 
precipices, robbers, &c. I hired twp mules, 
^or myfelf and a guide, for five Genoefe 
fivres, or about three fhillings and fourrpence 
fterling each, by the day, agreeing tp pay 
the fame for the days they fhould be in re-? 
turning. I found afterwards that ^he guide 
gi^ght tp have walked on foot. Taking, 

therefore, 
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therefore, m as fmall a compafs as poffible^ 
fuch things as were abfolutely neceflary, but 
which I could, in cafe of extremity, carry 
^bout my own perfon, and not forgetting 
my piftols, I left my companion to follow 
with the felucca when he ihould be ablc^ 
and fet off at eleven o^clock. 

The greater part of this day'* ride waa 
along a path, or rather fhelf, traced along 
the craigs next the fea, being broad enougit 
for one mule only at a time, and having a 
precipice of fome hundred feet, quite w>^ 
guarded, above the fea on the right hand^ 
and a perpendicular cliff as lofty on the lef^ 
now and then only widening into a recefs to 
lenable two paflengers to pafs each other. I 
pame to a large face of rock, floping at an 
angle of about 45 degrees towards the fea, 
^long which I could perceive no path, except 
a crack, fix inches broad, in which one ftra- 
jum of the ftone rofe above the othen While 
I was confidering which way to go, the mule 
tripped lightly along this crack, and con- 
veyed me fafe over before I was fully aware 
of the danger. Once only my mule ftum- 
bled, but being ufed to this dangerous road, 

Ihe 
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flie immediately crouched down to the 
ground, otherwife we might both have fal- 
len into the Tea. The guide feemed more 
alarmed than I was. In general both our 
animals went perfeftly fafe, where I would 
not have ridden the beft horfe in England 
for all the world. Oui^ road was fometimes 
very deep, and more refembled a loofe bro- 
ken flight of fteps than any thing elfe, but 
in fuch places the precipice was at a diftance. 
I had foon more apprehenfions of my guide 
than of the road ; his gloomy countenance 
and rough manners Ayere not at all pre- 
poflefling. I talked with him about the 
danger of robbers, fignifying that I was not 
much afraid, as I had little money and very 
good piftols. 

The rocks abounded with Euphorbiajpinofa^ 
Ibme of it in bloom ; and one poor ftarved 
faffron butterfly, Papilio EleSra^ commonly, 
though falfely, taken for P. Hyale^ flew 
acrofs the road. 

About three o'clock we arrived at Port 
Maurice, fifteen miles from St. Remo, and 
put up at a wretched inn, the Crown, on the 
fign of which was .written, 

cc ogn' 
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**. Ogtf oftcria e buonaj 
** Ma quefta c la corona:" 

that is, " Every inn is good, but this is the 
Cronjon^ or the bcft of all.'* . Having ordered 
what v^as both my dinner and fupper, I 
ftrolkd abc^ut the town and into the country* 
I looked into a church, but faw nothing 
worth notice. The town Hands low, near 
the bed of ^ river, which feems, like the 
Var, to be very confidcrable in high fioodsi 
and whofe bed contains many alpine ihrubs 
and plants brought down by the torrents* 

It being Chriftmas eve, I was totally de* 
prived of fleep, by the jangling of bdls iot 
the midnight mafles, and a great concourfe 
of people in the ftreet, 

•* 

Dec. 25. After much wrangling with my 
villainous hoft, who cheated me abominably, 
we departed about day-break, and, after 
palling through feveral neat little hamlets on 
the fea ftxore, reached Allaffio, a fmall lovirn 
iiftefin miles from Port Maurice. 

All along this road I obferved plenty of 
Carob trees, Ceratonia Siliqua^ growing 
j^ippiig the oliyeSj and out of the clefts of 

• the 
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the rocks. They were about the fize and 
form of apple-trees ; their foliage rich and 
evergreen ; the flowers were juft gone off, 
and the feed-buds from half an inch to an 
inch in length. The carob fruit is a long, 
flat, fmooth pod, whofe feeds are enveloped 
in a fweet pulp, not unpleafant to the taftc. 
Thefe pods are fometimes eaten by the lower 
fort of people j but their chief ufe here, as 
in Spain, is for the food of mules. This 
tree is treated as a green-houfe plant at 
Montpellier, as in England. In the bed of 
a lai^e river I faw many plants of Oleander, 
Nerium Oleander ^ and this is the place from 
whence the Turin entomologifts procure 
ipecimens of that very rare and beautiful 
moth, Sphinx Ner'u^ which feeds on the acrid 
leaves of the oleander. Here alfo grows the 
Laurus-tinus, Viburnum Tinus ; and the 
honey-fcented alyffum, Clypeola maritimoy 
was now every where in flower. 

The Pinco di Genoa^ at Allaffio, proved 
an excellent inn. On converfing with the 
brother-in-law of the hoft, who fpoke French 
well, I was difluaded from going farther that 
day, on account of the high wind, which 

made 



I 221 ) 

made it not fafe riding along thefe precipices^ 
efpecially as a fall of fnow was juft begin* 
ning. I therefore fent back my guide and 
his mules, whofe behaviour at parting did 
not ferve to remove the diflike I had previ- 
cufly conceived towards him; and I was 
not forry to be fafe out of his hands. I 
thought it not amifs to conciliate the good 
opinion of my hoft and his family, by giving 
fome account of myfelf ; to confirm which, 
1 luckily had in my pocket a letter from my 
good friend the Marquis Hippolito Durazzo 
of Genoa, the fignature of which feemed 
to operate very powerfully on my auditors. 
I partook of their Chriftmas dinner, which 
was excellent ; ipent a very agreeable after- 
noon, and was lodged as well as the moft 
delicate traveller could defire. For all this 
comfortable accommodation, with the moft 
attentive civility, I was charged about half 
what I had paid at Port Maurice. 

Dec. 26. Here being no mules at prefent 
to be had, I was induced to try my pedef- 
trian abilities, as the day was' fine, and 
every body aflured me there ^as no fear 

of 
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of robbers. After breakfaft, I therefore let 
out on foot for Finale, twenty miles diftant. 
No part of my whole tour has left a more 
pleafing impreflion than this walk* Tra- 
vcrfing thefe majeftic cliffs, among groves of 
olive and caroB trees, and thickets of olean- 
der and myrtle, 

^^ I felt as free as Nature firft made man, 

" When wild in woods the noble favage ran.** 

Sometimes, from a lofty promontory, I 
looked down on the wide expanfe of ocean, 
and faw the winds fweep its furface in vaft 
circles. No fail was vifible, nor could I, 
with certainty, difcover the high lands of 
Corfica. At Albenga, a confiderable town 
five miles from Allaffio, I took coffee, and 
about noon fat down among fome trees 
under the walls of a folitary convent, and 
refrefhed myfelf with the bread and choco* 
late I carried with me. Here grew 'the 
JLicben luridus of Swartz and Dickfon. The 
common bramble, Rubus fruticofus^ is truly 
evergreen in this country, as the garden role, 
B^ofa gallica^ is in Provence. 

After paffin^ through another pretty lai^e 

town 
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toyrn named Lodano, belonging, I believe^ 
to the king of Sardinia, I came to a large 
olive wood, in which flood a figure of the 
Virgin, the firft that ever gave me pleafure, 
and this on account of its infcription, taken 
from a verfe of Ecclefiaftes, " Ut formofa 
oliva in campis," Like a fair olive tree in the 
jields. Nothing could poffibly have been 
better placed. In a low part of the road, 
on the beach, grew the chafte-tree, Vitex 
jignus-caftus^ in feed. It is here a fmall 
fhrub. The feeds have an unpleafant aro* 
matic fmell. 

From the olive wood above mentioned, 
the road led up the fide of a high craggy 
mountain, covered with beautiful plants* 
Here grew abundance of myrtle, even now 
in flower, Daphne Gnidiuniy feveral fmall 
fpecies of Cj/?!//, an /r/V, which, from its 
leaves, feemcd /. pumila^ Euphorbia fptnofa 
and dendroides. The latter was in full bloom, 
and formed very ornamental bufhes about a 
yard high. The flowers and involucella are 
yellow. I regret not having coHefted its 
feeds, as the plant is unknown in our gar- 
dens. From the fummit of this hill I look- 
ed 
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^ down on the town of Finale ; but tw- 
luckily miftook the path to it, tdking one 
intended for mules, which led through a 
-fivulet* At the bottom of the hill I perceived 
»y error, but too late, there being a bridge 
at fome diflance, which was now inacceffi- 
ble without re-afcending the hill, and this I 
was too much tired to undertake. There 
was therefore no alternative but to ftrip off 
my fhoes and ftockings, and wade through 
the water, which coft me a fevere cold fome 
days afterwards, as there was a good deal of 
ice in the rivulet. Another misfortune be- 
fell me at the inn ; for having no chimney 
in my room, I was glad to have recoutfe to 
the common brazier of the kitchen, the 
vapour of which threw me into a fainting fit. 
Luckily I was taken up inftantly, and carried 
intp the air, and my recovery wis foon 
complete. This houfe had no glafs at all in 
the windows, fo that the inhabitants muft 
either fit in the air and rain, or in the dark. 

Dec. 27. A rainy morning threw me into 
very low fpirits, but it cleared up fo niuch 
about ten, that I ventured to fet out on a 

mule^ 
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tsmlty attended by a. good hotieft guide, the 
waitet of the inn, on foot, who, running be- 
fore, looked back every now and then, to 
afk if the mule went well* " Fa bency 
Signorcr 

The road proved Vefy rough, leading over 
lofty hills, fometimes out of fight of the fea. 
The wind was high and cold, and I met, con- 
trary to expedtation in this climate, with much 
ice. Yet here the myrtle blooms, uninjured, 
near the fea. There is a great conformity 
between the vegetable productions of fome 
of thefe hills, efpecially of thofe that bear 
pine trees, and the plants of Montpellien 
For inftance, Lavandula Spica^ and Stoecbas^ 
Ctjlus albidus and mon/pelienjisy Erica fcopa-- 
ria^ with its rofaceous galls ; but efpecially 
Utbofpermum fruticofumy which had never 
occurred fince we left Montpellier. Erica 
• arborca was plentiful, likewife, all over thefe 
hills. The Englifh conful, at Genoa, told 
me thid heath was fent from hence about 
thirty years ago to the Kew garden. But 
i^hat pleafed me exceffively, was a fine fpe- 
cimen of Lichen perlatus in fru<3:ification, 
the firft I ever faw in that ftate, though the 

Vol. I. Q^ plant 
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plant itfelf is very common. We reached 
Savone, a fortified town fifteen miles from 
Finale, in good time, and put up at a very 
decent inn, the Crols of Malta, without the 
north gate. Here Erica arborea is ufed for 
fuel ; but the fire it makes is rather brilliant 
than efficacious. 

After dinner I walked into fome churches, 
the common refource of idle travellers in 
Italy ; but the term of my difappointments 
in this purfuit was not yet exhaufted. The 
citadel of Savone is very coufequentiaL 
Near it I gathered the remains of the pretty 
Poa Eragrofiis. 

I was now within thirty miles of my 
journey's end, and anxioufly wiflied to get 
to Genoa in good time the next day j but my 
condu£tor was pleafed to attend mafs in the 
morning, which delayed us a little. 

Bee. 28. About feven we left Savone, and 
after paffing over a great deal of bad and 
mountainous road, fometimes remote from 
the fea, and among pi(9:urefque cottages and 
fields, in whofe borders grew the Carthufiaa 
pink, Diantbus cartbufanorumy even then in 

flower. 
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flower, we flopped at a fmall toWii on the 
fea-fhore, half way from Savone to Genoa* 
Notwithftanding the reft of the road Wad 
level and good, we could not get to Genoa 
before the gates Were fliut ; fo I was obliged 
to fubmit to fleep in the fuburbs of Su Pietro 
d' Arena, at the hotel of St. Antonio, a 
palace indeed to fome I had lately been in ; 
but impatience, that nighty would have 
planted thorns under the fofteft pillow^ 

Dec* 29. When in the bright funny morn- 
ing I looked from my window, and faw the 
palaces, domes, and towers of this juftly- 
termed/uperb town rifing one above an- 
other, the noble port, the fliips, and the 
great appearance of wealth and populoufnefs 
around, I was ftruck with admiration* 
Genoa was once the extent of my views to- 
wards . Italy. The kind invitation of a friend^ 
in whofe fociety I had fpent much happy 
time in London, in 1783, determined me, 
when I firft fet my foot on the continent, to 
vifit this celebrated place if poffible, and 
I then fcareely dared to think df going far- 
ther. ' On arriving, however, at the threA * 
0^2 hold 
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hold of the moft intefefting country its 
the world, it was impoffible to turn back. 

I walked alone into the town by the gate 
of St. Thomas, pafKng the Doria palace, 
and feveral others, all in a ftyle of magni- 
ficence quite new to me *; and came at length 
to the Strada Balbi, one of the fineft ftreets 
in Genoa. Not that it is very ftriking, either 
for length or breadth; but few ftreets in 
Europe can vie with it for magnificence of 
buildings, or for neatnefs. Here I found 
my friend, the Marquis Hippolito Durazzo, 
at the palace of his father ; and his hearty 
reception entirely diflipated the awe which 
his fuperb marble ftair-caf(5, and formi- 
dable ranks of fervants at firft infpired. 
Here too I met with that cordial, fo beau- 
tifully defcribed in the moft beautiful of all 
books, as " cold-water to a thirfty foul,** in 
a large packet of letters from England. 

My next care was to procure apartments 
in an excellent hotel, called the Gran Cervoy 
and then to find out my banker, the Eng- 
lifti conful, Mr. Brame, to whofe clyilities 
L was afterwards much obliged, and for 

none 
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none more than his making me that very' 
day acquainted with Dr. Batt, a moft inge- 
nious Englifh phyfician, who enjoys, and 
deferves, the chief practice in Genoa. All 
this bufinefs was fcarcely tranfafted before 
Dr. Younge arrived, having failed from St. 
Remo early the preceding morning. This 
eventful and aufpicious day was concluded 
in a converfavsione at the Marquis Durazzo's, 
where I immediately became acquainted 
with the feveral individuals of that amiable 
family, the firft to which I was obliged in 
Italy, and the laft that I ought to forget. 

The three weeks we now fpent in Genoa 
were principally devoted to feeing the many 
ftriking objeds generally vifited by ftrangers, 
as the churches, palaces, &c. Of thefe 
therefore I fliall chiefly fpeak in the follow- 
ing chapter ; rcferving other particulars, re- 
lative to the charafters and manners of the 
people, natural hiftory, &c. till I come to 
this town^gain, in my return from Italy, 
when I faw its inhabitants more at leifurc. 
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CHAP. XVI, 



CENOA^ 



X H E magnificence of Genoa does not, 
In general, confift in the dimenfions of its 
ftreets or fquares. Of the former fcarcely 
any-, except Strada Balbi and Strada Nuqva^ 
jire wide enough to admit a coach, Thq 
reft are indeed ftraight and regular, but fo 
narrow, and often fo fteep, as to be only 
paflable oii foot, or in a chair j and fo intri-^ 
cate, that a ftranger cannot eafily find His 
way. The pavement, however, is good 
and well kept, and the narrownefs of the 
ftreets is an advantage in hot weather, as 
they are impervious to the fun's rays, and 
well ventilated at every corner by fea breezes. 
For the ftatelinefs of its buildings, this town 
is, perhaps, unrivalled. The two ftreets 
above named, are almoft entirely com-? 

pofed 
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pofed of the moft fumptuous palaces in 
Europe, whoTe mafly pillars and cornices c£ 
marble^ fpacious courts, arcades, and gal- 
leries, imprefs the fpedator with the greateft 
ideas of magnificence; and whofe noble 
apartments are fiirniflied with the richeft 
treafures of painting. Yet perhaps Genoa 
is ftill more remarkable for its iituation. 
Placed on an eminence commanding a fine 
bay, and, from fome points of view, an 
extent of moft beautiful coaft for 30 or 40 
miles each way ; flieltered from the north 
by an amphitheatre of bold and verdant 
hills ; lefs difperfed than Naples, fo that the 
eye can, from many different parts, com- 
mand at once every principahobjedl:; Genoa 
appears to me the fineft profpeft of a town 
I ever beheld. 

The ftyle of architedure here is not of 
the pureft kind, though often rich in deco- 
ration. Some of the palaces are painted in 
frefco on the outfide. Thefe paintings, 
though perhaps 200 years old, are not ill 
preferved; but they have no good efFeft. 
Some of the older buildings are cafed with 
black and white marble, in alternate hori- 
0^4 zontal 



( 23t ) 

zontal ftripes, which is perhaps of all kinds 
of building the moft ugly. 

The Cathedral is fo decorated. It is of a 
very ancient date, and confequently Gothic 
The three doors, by which is the principal 
entrance, are richly adorned with pillars and 
pointed arches, like mod of our Englifh 
cathedrals ; the fquare tower has nothing 
remarkable. The moft famous thing about 
this church is the facred cup, fuppofed to be 
carved out of one folid emerald, about a foQt 
in diameter, faid to have held the pafchal 
Iamb eaten by our Saviour with his difci- 
pies. It is alfo reported to have made a 
part of the prefents brought by the obliging 
queen of Sheba to the wife Solomon j and 
if Adam had been recorded to have ufed a 
vafe for any purpofe whatever, no doubt it 
would have been this. Thefe lofty preten- 
fions, it feems, are lefs controvertible than 
the nature of its fubftance. Not that I can 
fpeak from my own obfervation j for this 
venerable treafure is extremely difficult of 
:accefs ; the prudent fenate haviqg thought 
bed that it fliould 

" Be hid to b? revered th^ more." 

No 
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No one can fee it without an exprefs de»- 
crae of the council, and many heavy fees in 
confequence* I was therefore content with 
the report of a very ikilful chemift and nu» 
iieralogifl, whp h^ purpofely examined it, 
that it has evidently feveral air-bubbles, as 
Mr. de la Condamine obferved, which decide 
it to be glafs. It is neverthelefs a fine piece 
of glafs, and of very remote antiquity. 

The afhes of St. John Baptift are faid to 
be preferved in this church. They repofe 
in a chapel decorated with a profufion of 
large and handfome filver lamps, perpetually 
burning. Thefe holy relicks were brought 
hither from Myra in 1098, fo that theb: 
reality ^s certainly much lefs ealily to be dis- 
proved, than that of the emerald vafe ; and 
miracles innumerable are not wanting in 
th^r favour, which I do not find that the 
faid vafe can boafl. 

The Church of St. Ambrofe, formerly 
belonging to the Jefuit3, is very richly orna- 
mented, and in a good ftyle of architefture. 
Here is the fepulchre of the Durazzo family. 
The altar-piece to their burying-plage, io one 
pf the crofs aifles, is one of the fined pictures 

of 



( «34 ) 

<if Guido Rheni, rsprekviing die Affiimp- 
tion of the Virgin, and conMing of twenty* 
£x figuKSy in his ftronger manner. Its 
cotnpofition and general eiF6<3: miich refem- 
bles his famous confultation on the immacu- 
late conception, formerly at Houghton^ The 
air of the heads is, in general, extremely 
fine* The fituation of this jM£lure is fa- 
vourable, the church being lighted entirely 
from the attic ftory. Oppofite to this is an 
admired painting, by Rubens, of fome holy 
Jefuit curing a demoniac, a picture of good 
effe€t ; much more agreeable than the cir- 
cumcifion at the high-altar by the fame hand, 
in which is a vulgar virgin in red. This 
is one of the moft elegant churches in Ge- 
noa, though not one of the largeft. 

The Anunciata is much more fpacious, 
decorated with rich marbles difpofed with 
little tafte, and not yet finifhed on the out- 
fide. The columns of the nave are of white 
marble, fluted with red, very tawdry. On 
one altar are two magnificent twifled pillars 
of brown clouded alabafter, fine in their 
kind. Here is the monument of the Duke 
de Bouflers, fent by Louis XV, to the de- 
fence 
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|eii€e of Ge]tM)a in 1747, and who died of 
the fmall-pox, juft as his judicious meafuret 
had begun to diflrefs the Auftrian army* 
The fenate have commemorated his benefits 
in a handfome epitaph. 

After the many gaudy churches which 
every where prefent themfelves, it is quite a 
relief to vifit that noble edifice St Maria d| 
Carignano, whofe infide is only white-wafli- 
-ed, and owes all its charms to its architedu- 
ral beauty, which is of the firft rank. Its 
form is a Greek crofs, with a cupola in the 
centre. At the angles of the area, under the 
cupola, are four coloflal ftatues, two of them 
by the celebrated French artift Puget, who 
^ourifhed in the beginning of this century. 
That of St. Sebaftian certainly deferves the 
higheft praife, for expreffion of piety and 
refignation under great pain, as well as for 
the anatomy. The other, reprefenting St. 
Alexander Sauli a bifhop, in his robes, is 
remarkable for the dignity and enthufiafm of 
'^ its gefture, and the great ftyle of the dra-^ 
pery. The fituation of this church being 
very elevated, the approach to it is by a lofty 
bf idge over a dry valley, frpni whence the 
6 view 
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View of the bay aiid coaft is very extenfivc, 
and which is a favourite walk ia a fummer's 
evening about funfet. • 

The Ducal Palace, a vaft and folid build- 
ing, contains nothing to detain a traveller 
Johg^ The new great council-chamber, 
built in the place of that burnt in 1 777, is 
an extremely magnificent room, about 120 
feet long, and 50 wide, decorated with noble 
columns of Spanifli brocatello, a marble 
richly variegated with red and yellow, with 
ftatues between the columns. One of them, 
in the fluttering French ftyle, reprefents the 
Marechal de Richlieu, who fucceeded the 
Duke de Bouflers in the command of the 
French army in 1 747. The Genoefe feem 
to have been heartily frightened upon that 
occafion, and not without reafon; the French 
certainly faved them from ruin. Here are 
copies of thofe paintings of Solimene which 
were burnt in 1 777, and of which every 
body fpeaks with great regret. The fmall 
fummer council-chamber is alfo a richly or^ 
namented room, where are fome good paint* 
ings relative to the hiftory of Columbus. 
No fubjedt can be more interefting, and the 

Geaoefe 



Genoefe may well be proud of their great 
countrymaiu Many private houfes in the 
town abound with frefco paintings, in which^ 
his dory is delineated, and the parts of it 
are in many inftance^ very pidurefque ; as 
his departure from Europe amid the lamenta-^ 
tions of his friends ; his adventures in the 
new world, and his prefenting its various 
produdions to the Spanifh monarchs on his 
return, amid a group of aftonifhed and ad- 
miring courtiers. He has lately had a frefh 
tribute to his memory, in a moft elegant and 
full hiftorical eulogium, in Italian, written by 
the M. Hippolito Durazzo, and beautifully 
printed at Parma, along with ' a fimilar one, 
by the accomplifhed M. Nicola Cattaneo, in 
praife of Andrew Doria, that truly great pa- 
triot, who, after having faved his country by 
his wifdom and heroism, refufed its offered 
fovereignty, bccaufe he thought it not for the 
intereft of the ftate that fo much power 
ihould be veiled in one man. Such cha- 
raders, however rare, repay us for thofe 
fcenes of blood and perfidy, " that fyftem 
of villany called politics," of which hiftory 
is generally compofed. I cannot help copy- 
ing 
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ing the beautiful infcription on the pedeftal 
of Andrew Doria's ftatue, in the great court 
of this palace ; it is in every book, but its 
brevity and elegance muft be my excufe : 
ANDREW DORI^, 

Quod Rcmpublicam diutius opprcffara 

Priftinam in libertatem Tindicaverit, 

Patri proinde Patriae appellate^ 

Senatus Januenfis immortalis memor beneficii 

viventi pofuit. 

That this republic can not only celebrate 
its heroes in a ftyle worthy of ancient Rome, 
but alfo fulminate its anathemas with equal 
force againft its unworthy members, the 
following curious infcriptions, exactly copied 
from two marble flabs on the outfide of the 
Ducal Palace, will evince. 

JOANNI PAULO BALBI, 

Hominum peflimo, flagitijs omnibus imbuto, 

impure, ficario, 

Monct« probate adulterinae, tonfori, coASaton\ 

infigni furi, et ve£^igalium famofo expilatori ; 

ob nefariam in remp. confpirationcm 

perduelli majeftatis publicato, 

fifco bonis vendicatis, filijs profcriptis, 

infami poena laquei damnato, 

ad asternam ignominiam nefand» fui memorial 

lapis hie ereftus, 

anno mdcl. 

RAPHAEL 
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RAHIAEL DE TURRI <^Vij. 

Afiene fubftantie cunftis artibus expilator^ 

improbus^ 

Homicida, Predonum Confers, & in Patrio Man Pirata^ 

Proditor, ct in Majcftatem Perduellis, 

Machinate Reip®*. Excidio, 

Supplicijs Enormltate Scelerum fuperatis, 

Furcarum fufpendio iterato damnatus^ 

Adfcriptis fifco bonis, Profcriptia Filijs, 

Dirutis Immobilibus, 

Hoc Perenni Ignominie Monimento^ 

Ex S. C. Detellabilis Efto« 

Anno MDCLXxii* 



On the fubjeft of infcriptions, I mufl; 
ISranfcribe one more, very celebrated for its 
neat Latinity, from the gate which leads to 
the mole. 

Au£ta ex S. C. mole 

Extru£laq. Porta 

Propugnaculo. Munita 

Urbem. Cingebant. Mcenibus 

Quacumque. Alluitun Mai^* 

Anno MPUXX* 

This wa8 compofed by Bonfadio, a famoiis 

grammarian and hiftorian, who prided him- 

felf fo much upon this infcription, that havings 

. ^ been 
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been condemned to death for n fcftndalous 
crime, he exclaimed, as he pafled this gate, 
that he died willingly, as this infcriptiori 
would immortalize his name. This predi<r- 
tion has been more fully verified, than the 
compofition in itfelf perhaps may feem to 
juftify. With refpedt to the charafter of 
Bonfadio, Bayle has pretty clearly proved, 
that whether he were innocent or guilty of 
the imputed crime, his real offence- was, 
having fpoken too freely of certain perfons 
in his Annals of Genoa. The date of the 
above ihfcription is in favour of Mr. de 
Thou, who fixes his death in 1560, whereas 
Ghiliai makes it 155 1. 

Dr. Batt fhewed us the great hofpital, one 
of the largeft and moft fuperb in Europe^ 
It is open to the fick of all nations and re- 
ligions, and contains from 1200 to 2000 
patients. About 700 women and 1200 men 
are admitted In the courfe of the year for 
wounds with knives or ftilettos j a dreadful 
fadl, almoft fufficient to brand the national 
charadler with the general deteftation of 
mankind. Yet the very people whofe quick 
paffions urge them to fuch horrors, would 

fliudder 
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Ibiudixier at the delib^ate 'bT^Ulity, of an 
£i^lifh boxing match; and what «^ould 
they think if their fuperiors delighted id fete 
ting them' togethet by the earfe for their own 
amufement ! .^. They wioilld then probably 
£3on make Jthe^ poigoards in^umenti' of 
juftice. . , V J 

Thia hofpital is omanwntedtwith marbl< 
ftatues, generally badly, exetatedi^ of its be-^ 
ne&dor8« Thofe perfons who have given 
to the amount of 50,060 Uvres^ (about 1400L) 
and unckr ioo,ooo» are reprefented ftandiug; 
thofe who have beOiowed more than 100,000 
are in a fitting pofture« The apothecary's 
ihop is convenient, with a {mail garden ad-» 
joinings 

Not far dillant id a fmaller hofpital for 
incujrables, with a better garden ; the build-* 
ing is likewife magnificently adorned with 
ftatues and columns of marble. 

We heard an anecdote much to the honour 
pf the Emperor Jofeph IL Entering Genoa 
oa horfeback, with few attendants, he acci- 
dentally palTed the great hoijpital, and being 
ftruck with its appearance, would inftantlyt 
lUght |nd vifit it ; notwithftanding the re- 

Voj:.. L R 2n«nfklmces 
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monftrances of his followers, and the people 
of the houfe, who told him the fenate wi(hed 
him to (ct that and ever/ thing eUe hereafter 
at leifure, and in a manner more befitting 
his dignity. But the judicious prince repli- 
edt .he was more 'defirous of examining fuch 
things in their common Hate, inoi'derto 
judge of their real merits, which he could 
ill do when' the Jf were difguifed by a formal 
preparation! We were not told whether his 
Imperial M^'efty vifited the celebrated fpot 
in a ftreet juft by, where the revolution ia 
J 746 began, and which is marked by fomc 
white ftones in the pavement. At that time 
this town vms in the moll abjed fubmifiion 
to the Germans, who plundered it without 
mercy, behaving to its inhabitants with the 
ufual infolence of (laves become conquerors. 
The Genoefe were made to drag their own 
cannon. to the Auftrian camp ; but one day, 
in Dec. 1746, as a brave republican was fo 
employed, in this very fpot, he received a 
bow from a German officer, which roufed 
his latent indignation. His fpirit was com* 
municated inftantly to the fpedators, and 
through ikfi town. The whole body of 

people, 
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propte,; ufaaided by the fearfbl fcttate,' fell 
on- thdr oppreffors, who wck foon dhvett 
out in conflemation* The neighbouring 
peaikdts feconded the efibrts of their iCp^vni 
trymen, and formed themfelyes with won- 
derful order into axj army. The Prince 
Doria beat the enemy's gtoeraT in the fuburb 
of St Pietro d*arena, and the Auftrianfe fled 
m the moft daftardly manner, leaving' all 
their baggage and ammunition in the hands 
of the jconquerors, and 4000 of their owii 
Aumber prifoners in the Albergo, 
. The Albergo is an hofpital for poor and 
infifjOA peqple, as well as a houfc of correc- 
tton for diforderly women, , It is not infe- 
rior in magnificence to thofe hofpitah jufli 
mention^, and like them indeed feems to 
have had flhcw more than real utility con-* 
fidej^ed in iu plan. The architeds were 
more accufidmied to build palaces, than to 
accommoditte poverty and ficknefs. But it 
mtiftibe acknowledged in excufe, that the art 
of planning hofpitals has not been undeT'- 
fiood anywhere till very lately. 

The chapel of the Albopgo kxemark^blf 
^Mr tWQ.plccel of ii:t3l)Mbura <6f (he praife& 
Ha 'qL 
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(ff tb^toii the bigh-altar^ .Uieitigm aic^od^ 
1!^ to hearen^ by Poget^ a31 fnadu bbdct 
are fuU ; I pre&me not quite ^unddenr^cKjr^ 
tbcNigh ks firft view di%)pointed| knd evefl 
di^kafed me/ on account of thb aSed^cif 
^f -its air arid drapery ; but F muft acknow^ 
Jedgfc my attention wa« fbon eiith:d)f^ vritKi 
4rawa from tfa^s ibktue^ by an accidental 
glance to the left, where anothtr fcidpliOT 
0vcr a fmall akaf fivettcd my eyeiv ^cad every 
£iculty. of my mind, in a tran^qrt of admi* 
ration and tender compaffion, as fe^enc ^ 
fcirer Mrs. SidSdons herfelf e^^'ckecf* ' trhi« 
was no other than the bas-reiiaf ' ty Michael 
Ahgelo Biionarota, fo flightly kileationed' 
By Dela Lande<, and not at all by. Cochin^ 
m the Abbe.Kichard ; but which, fer the 
htmour of our country, has betiilfiiffiiiently 
iven^cd by the Animated pen of fcidy MiW 
fer. 1 am not a little proud at having* fdt ai 
Ae did on the fubjed, without being pre- 
j^ofTeiTed, except indeed by the commoir 
gUid^ book of Genoa, compiled aalt ihbuld 
feem from varioua authors, and which cde^ 
brates this inimitable mafteiUpiece, in fome 
degisde, ^la it deferv^s. .Thi« idabe Xhipaty 
•^ ■ A • . has 
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'BtMHO^eedltJikewife in few, but forcible 
ivQfds. The fiibjiefk coofifts of two heads 
about th^ natural fi?e ; a 'iJcad Chrift, and 
bin mother beading over him. Words caxi- 
apt do juftice to the exprefEon of grief in 
the Virgin. It is not merely nanrrai in the 
hi^eft degree ; 'tis the grief of a charade 
refined and .ibfbened above humanity. The 
xontempiatron of it recals every affeding 
'firene, every pathetic incident of one's whole 
life. Thofe who have watched all the ago- 
nizing turns of countenance of the great 
ladrefs above mentioned, in the parts of 
Ifabella* and Belvidere, can alone form a 
conception of the wonderful efFedl of this 
.ijVirble i tq contemplating it, every exquifite 
•v^rlelty oi that expreffion feems to pafs in 
twn over its breathing features. The reader 
muft pardon my enthufiafm. This was the 
fifft-ttuly finp piece of fculpture I ever faw. 
I had. not before any conception of tHe 
powers; pf the art. -I fliall have very few 
occafiqns o^ reUpfmg into fuch rapture. 
; yi^ were.tol(l of fome.EngUfh gentleman 
wtp jv^ldlately; have bought this bas-i-elief 
. ;tt any prifjf ,-but could not obtain ir. 
. . R 3 Th€ 
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The Count Dumzzo, fome time Impenal 
Ambafiador at Venice, is one of the moft 
accompliihed and polite noblemen in Genoa. 
His coilcftion of old prints is Very rich and 
extenfive, having been made in the courfe 
of many years refearches, at the iame time 
that he formed a fimilar eolleAion, with 
Wtlimited pains and expence, for Prince 
Albert of Saxony, brother«in4aw to the latt 
£mperon Thefe collections are celebrated 
in a differtation, printed in the moft exqui- 
fite manner at Parma, at the Count's ex- 
pence ;, for a copy of which I am indebted 
to his favour. He poflefles fome good fmall 
bronzes ; a fine picture of Sufiinna and the 
.elders by Rubens, and fame othei-s. We 
examined, at leifure, a very good coUeftion 
of infe£bs, found chiefly about Venice and 
Genoa by a fervant of the Count 

This gentleman refides in a part of that 
fumptuous palace, celebrated as one of the 
nobleft in Italy, which belongs to his elder 
brother, the Senator Marcellino Durazzo, 
the head of this family. Its front In Strada 
34lbi has twenty-five windows in a row^ 
The entrance }$ noble, and an ftrch qn the 

pppoGto 
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eppoiitc fide of the court, ornamented with 
fuperb oleander trees, has a very fine thea- 
trical cfFe6t. Every ftep of the great ftair- 
cafe is one ilupendous , block, of blue and 
white Carara marble. The fecond floor, as 
ufual in Genoa, is the principal one, and 
fitted up in the moft princely ftyle. It is 
on a Jevel with a terrace, which conneds the 
two wings towards the fea, and from whence 
is a view of the bay and coaft. Moft of 
the Genoefe palaces have a terrace of this 
kind, where in fummer it is ufqal to fup, 
among orange and lemon trees, and other 
^lowering flxrubs in large pots. 

The coUedion of pidures is numerous^ 
9lid confifts of fome very capital ones, among 
a number of inferior merit. The names of 
the artifts do not make fo great a figure as 
thofe of fome other colledionsj becaufe 
here are fcarcely any bad pidures kept 
merely on account of their names* I (hall 
not attempt to enumerate all the good ones 
of this or any other colledion, but ihall 
make a few remarks on fuch as, for fome 
reafon or other, engaged my attention, by 
. R 4 no 
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00 means pretending that what, I noticed 
were dways the beft. 

Every body has heard of the mailer-piece, 
of Paul Veronefe, for it is efteeraed no lefs, 
of the Magdalen at our Saviour s feet ; 
-undoubtedly the firft painting in the DurazZQ 
collcdiion. It is^ne of the moft celebrated 
pictures in Italy, and in complete prefervgji. 
tion ; fo that the artift's. eminent ftill in cOf 
louring is feen to great perfe^ion. As to. 
the compofition, it feemed to me that one 
figure, which is a portrait of Paul Veronefci 
himfelf, is made too confpicuous, having 
nothing to do .with the principal adion, anji 
yet unavoidably attyadling notice. Chrift, 
on the contrary, is too much in the dark, ^d^ 
^n awkward unpleafmg figure. The Mag-^ 
dalen is ?idmirable ; her head charming, s^nd 
h?r hands are life itfelf in evciy refp^ia.^ 
The whole effefl; of the pidtlife is unufually. 
ftriking. We did not fee the celebrated 
copy, faid tp be fcarcely diftinguifhable frQn\ 
thf original, It is kept in foni? P^Y^.o 
apartments, belonging to a branch of the 
fiup^y with yrhich w^ ^^rc ^^Pt acc][uainted^ 



De^U L^nde ftrangely errs in atjylbudng thjj 
jabove piftijre tq^ Rubens, 

We admired a Jew Rabbi by Renibrandt, 
much like tha£ once, alas ! at Hpughtoa : 
Juno flicking the eyes of Argus to her pesu 
cock, by Rubens; rich in colourings bu{ 
the idea is better in poetry than in the detail 
of paipting ; and an Ecce Homo by Carlo 
poke, in his wonderfully fgft high-^fipi^h^ 
ftyle. Here are alfo feveral capital peC;» 
formances of Luca Giordano^ mentioned 
by every traveller who has defcribed Genoz^t 

An antique buft of Vitellius is exec^te4 
with fuch prgcifion, in all the inequalities of 
ikin, ^s to be difgufting j but it is very cha^ 
rafteriftic, and gives a perfect idea of iny 
perial beaftlinefs. ^ 

The other Durazzo palace belonged, af 
this time, to Mr. Marcellino Durazzo, who 
died foon after my firft vifit to Genoa, and 
It is now the property of his eldeft fon, 
Tacomo Filippo. Having been irj this houfc 
almoil every day, I examined the pifturejs; 
at l^ifure. There are feveral very good ones 
pf the Bologna fchool, particularly an Ecce 
^OflaO| with feveral figures by Anqibal Ca^ 
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racct, and fomc very fine portraits by Van* 
dyke» One of them, a boy in a white drcfs, 
is mod inimitable, for eafe, truth, a&d fpirit, 
and, in my opinion, the beii pidure in the 
collediion. Three children and a dog, by 
the fame matter, are excellent likewife. 

The death of Adonis, by Domenichino, is 
very pleafing. The accomplifhed lady of 
the houfe has copied this admirably in water* 
colours, and has deiigned and executed a 
companion to it herfelf of Acis and Gala* 
tea. 

Democritus and Heraclitus bySpagnoIctto, 
are more natural than pleating. They are 
clofe copies of low life. Apollo flaying 
^arfias, by t^aul Veronefe, is as mean ia 
execution, as its fubjed is odious and un- 
worthy. Apollo is attending as carefully to 
the ftroke of his knife, as a ftudent of ana- 
tomy in a difleding-room. There are fomc 
ineftimable pidures of a fmall fize by the 
Cafaccis, particularly the death and burial 
of St. Stephen. 

A flaircafe of Carara marble has not long 
been finiflied, at the expence of about 6000L 
The archited was xxniuckily confined for 

room. 
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room, fo that the way from the Mftafe to 
the gallery is rather awkward ; but on the 
whole it is a fuperb ftrudure. The apart* 
ments are commodious and elegant. 

It is inconceivable where many travel- 
writers have picked up that abfui'd notion of 
the It^ian nobility, and efpecially the Ge^ 
noeie, never inhabiting their beft rooms. 
The Genoefe are, above all others, reproach- 
ed with this, and accufed of leaving the beft 
part of their houfes defolate, to live in little 
dirty out-of-the-way rooms and garrets^ 
Their fineft apartments are indeed at the 
top of the houfe, and therefore may be called 
garrets ; and fo far only the accufation is 
true. But I muft pafs over fuch particulars 
at prefent, and proceed to the palace of Mr. 
Francis Balbi, in the fame ftreet with the 
above. Here is a very fine and numerous 
collection of paintings, 

Jofeph explaining the dreams of the butler 
and baker, by Cappucino, pleafes every body. 

An Ecce Homo by Vandyke, one of his 
fineft performances. Portraits of the wife and 
child of the fame great painter, by himfelf : 
Juft what portraits ought to be. His own 

accompanies 
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^ecomfmlc^ them, and i$ equidl^r tic^ktiU 
St. Jolna Baptift in the defart, by Guido 
Rheni^ a pidure of fublime character. His 
St Jerome pleafed me lefs. 

A fingular compofition of Riibens^ repre^ 
fenting the Vii^ia and Child) with ang^ 
faints, hid o^^ three lyives, and Yariout 
other figures ; the fubjje£t too abfupd for 
cmicifm ; but ihgt colouring and efie& as 
csccellent as in any of thi& mafier's vrbrlra* 

A Virgin and Child vrith St. Catherinct 
by Corregio, is % ipoft ^xquifiteiy finiihed 
piSure, full of grace and nat;ure<, 
; How differently excellent is the Temptar 
tiOQ of St. Anthony, by Breugei ! It is hard 
fo fay, whether the invention or the execu^ 
tion of this painters works are moft wocir 
derful 

Two. old pi£tures by Lucas Van Leyden, 
one a Holy Family, the other a Nativity, 
are very curious. 

But the mofl flriking pidure of the whole, 
is the Converfion of St. Paul, by Michael 
Angelo da Caravaggio ; nothing can be finer 
than the efied; of the fupernatural l^ht 

The palace of Mr. J^^es Ba^lbi, fitu^ed 

likewife 
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i\kff9(ritk in (he Itrecit df ihdr fame hkmeyfOtU 
taiiksfiian^rVdu^lepidlures. Hieporthdib 
«!: ;aii%«d Sea&tbr ixi^'hk wife fitting, ktih 
«b<Kher of thr*e ctildreh,-altby Vandyk^^ 
are of the greateft beauty and eSedu Th^ 
tWo ft>ni}^ ate:i&«th in the fiyle bf Rem-* 
^inrndt^ amd com^ tery' hear two j^ithirw df 
•his whit& I once fa^/ in fmrate hands^^ ac 
YariMmdi. * . ^ 

Ttw ekcelletft fandfcapes by Ruhens, ift 
4^ bwnrich aftd tnafteriy ftyl6^ t^hich is 
^ry picMKar^ anrf^ wiH not b^af f n\itation; . 
^ obt^-d^ thte» is- a rainbow; for what 
^i^uy^n6t thiaf ^mT cbiorift-date to aittfempti 
^•«^t has he hot efieded I ^ 

A triumph by the fame' painter,- fttppofed 
to be. c>? Bacchus^ feutastheptincipaFfigurc 
itf .wdftin^^ this ;fefema to Be 'CriTf k piece* of 
« }>ldure. - " 

. .AlM^- l».fcay, Hkfewife by Rubins, in 
yfiAd^ the little JefiTs, feated in his citiidl^, 
H*<ti(^acing ^. John, who receives his ca« 
rdfeb itkh a Iwfeit c6mplacency and fenfibi- 
lity «6 Which n6 words cafi do juftice. Whe- 
ther -prejudiced by this inidritabie piecfe of 
^^effibn or aot} I cannot but efteem this 

the 
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the bed pidure in thei coUeftioii. Tbereil 
a duplicate of it in the Palace Pitti at Flo* 
rence^ ^crj; badly engrayed in a cpUe^ioi 
of the Grand Duke's p;riocip«l pidures in 
two volumes; 

There are many other ptintingt. highly 
-worthy of notice in this palace^ as a Cardinal 
with Luther and Caivin^ faid to ht by S^ 
baftian Del Piombo. Two children^ by 
Lucas van Leyden. A Magdalen and two 
heads, by Julius Cadar Proc^cing. St. S^ 
baflian, by Vandyke. Adam and Eve, by 
BreiigeL Three large works of Luca Gior* 
danoy of which the Rape of the Sk^bines 
pleafed me the beft. An ii^mitable laughii^ 
b«gg^> ty Spagnoletto. 

The Brignole PalacCi Fakzzo R^o^ is 
fnrnifhed with a very ciipkal collei£^]:i of 
pidures. Among others, a dead Clec^^tra 
by Gutdo RhenL RubenS aiid his wife, 
with a fatyr and a cupid, all in a pxtstf 
mood, by himfelf. Judith aiMi Holophemeit 
by Paul Veronefe, in which that artift has 
given a fpecimen of good painting, tl^ough 
of bad tafte, in the bleeding trunk^^ Some 
portraits byPaiis Qordone, and feverat Others. 

For 
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For nchnefs of decoratioii^ few palacet 
can vie with, tliat of the Serra family ia 
Strada nubva. The faloon is fmgularlj 
magnificent, the columns, c6rnice, &c. being 
gilt, and the fpaces between the columns 
entirely compofed of looking-glafs, fo that 
tlie*whole is multiplied without end* Tli^ 
ceiling is tolerably painted by a French artiil:; 
but the decorations did hot appear quite 
finifhcd. Some other rooms are richly fitted 
up, and in a good tafte, but the pldures 
trifling. 

^ Th?rc.are, no doubt, many, other palace* 
in Genoa well worth vifiting; but unkfs a 
trsLvelJcr has more than ordinary time and 
patience, he muft leave many things unfeea 
in every town* 

In a walk on the ramparts next the fe^ 
and then thropgh the fuburbs to the eaft, we 
flumbled on a fine old palace, belonging to 
the Sauli faroily> now ufed for a gauze ma^ 
nufa^ory* Its architedure and ornaments 
are admirable, and its prefent ftate of dilapi;;* 
dation b no dif^dvantage to the eflfed of the 
whole. This is the worft part of the town. 
We proceeded to the ZerbinO| a villa belong* 
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tng to t>de of the Balbis, in a moft beaii^ul 
^tuatlon near the new w^s. The formality 
of the gardens if atoned lor b7 the proljped 
taf the town and bay, and oy the abundance 
of fine water falling in cafcades, ihaded with 
luxuriant ferns, efpecially Maiden-hair (^4^ 
cntum Capillus'^cnerisjp 

The environs of Genoa poflefs one gar« 
den profefledly in the Englifh tafte, th^' of 
Mr. Lomellini at Pegy. It is planted with 
great plenty of Erica hrlorea 6f a large iize, 
Arbutus Unedo^ Myrtle, Evergreen Oak, &c# 
One of the prettied things in the garden i$ 
in artificial rmn of a teihple,' i!ltii'ate<l in a 
wood^ wifh water. Two very long and 
Iiigh cut hedges of fmall-Ieaved Myttle^ lead 
from the road to the houfe, flriking on ac* 
count of &eif materials only, knd quite lin-^ 
fike the ftyle of the garden. Oft fomie large 
trees behind the houfc, I firft obferyedjHjf/- 
vtum Smt&i^ Dicks. Fafc^ 2. /^ ro.* 

T3t. Caneferi, Profeflbr of Natural' rfiftory, 
took lis to the Univerfity^ a fumptuous col- 
legei formerly belonging to the JifuitSj and 
remarkable ftfr its magnificent court^ ff air- 
cafe, and galleries, and two ripBTc fiods'of 
, ^ marUe 
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maitle by Parodi. The cbllciaibri of m^' 
nerals is large and good, as well as the ap-«. 
paratus for leftures on Natural and Experi- 
mental Philofophy.. Dr. Batt is Profeffor of 
Chemiflry, This iiiftitution is but in its 
infancy, and the endowments far from i'pleia^ 
did* Science is a plant of flow growth; 
nor is it yet a faffiionable purfuit among the 
Genoefe. The Durazzb family ftand almoft 
lingle as its encouragers. 

The opera at Genoa is pretty' good ; but 
it was tedious to fee the fame piece iiight 
after nigh€, though a good one, Virginia. 
Confequently few people attended to the 
performance, except when a fevourite air 
occurred This honour was coiiftantly paid 
to that charming fdng : 

** Idol mio, que/F alma umanU^ 
" Sempre fida a te fara!* 

The ballets, after every a£t, are fometimes 
varied, but they are not excellent* The 
audience are chiefly employed in paying and 
receiving vifits. A raifed gallery, on a level 
with the lower boxes, communicates with 
the pit, and affords the gentleman a means 
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of communication with the ladies in their 
Ibexes very commodioufly. In fummer the 
operas are comic, and very good. 

The noble Genoefe lay afide all titles, but 
that of Patrizio Genoefe. Though many of 
them, in confequence of the fidfs or eilates 
they poflefe in other countries, are by right 
Marquifles or Counts, fhey are generally 
called y^XdXn Signore, and always by their 
Ghriftian names, as are their ladies likewife. 
They conftantly drefs in black, with valuable 
Jaces, but no jewels, excepfin rings, with 
which their fingers ^r§' often enormoufly 
Idaded. In the country,' and in a morning, 
they wear afi undrefs of • colours^ 

.Many of the older :houfes here, ^s in 
Bologna and other towns, have lofty watchi- 
towers, which were fafe places of retreat 
before the invention of guns. They are 
worth afcending for the fake of the view. 

On the 17th ofi January, being St. An- 
thony's day, we witnefTed a curious cere- 
mony, the bleffing of all the horfes, aflea, 
and tnufes in the town, which were led, 
decked out with ribbands, to one of the 
doors of the church dedicated to this beafb- 

loving 
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loving Saint, , where a prieft. ftood ready ttt 
iprinkle them with holy water. Some oiP 
thefe animals took it with much greater 
devotion thfein othert j ^ feVerd feemed as 
much frightened as the devil himfelf could 
have been at the holy fprinkliiig. This 
is performed every year,, and the Doge is 
always prefent — A laudable and pious co- 
operation of church and ftate, who wifely 
keep one another id Countenance in this holy 
;and beneficial ceremony I 
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CHAR XVIL 



FROM GENOA TO PISA AND FLORENCE* 

^an. 1 8- 1787. OTILL preferring land, 
however unhofpitablc, to the fea> I pn>- 
ceeded on horTeback for Seftri di Levante, 
30 miles from Genoa, on the coaft to the 
£aft. Dr. Younge chofe to go in a felucca, 
and we met at the place of our deflination 
about duik. 

I found the road in the beginning bad and 
ftony, but in fome parts level and fine as an 
Englifh turnpike, lying along the fhore, and 
planted with a row of American aloes on 
each fide. 

The olive trees afforded a little more 
Lxcben perlatus in fnidification. Part of 
the way was hilly, and the country romantic, 
out of fight of the fea. HeUeborus viri£s^ 
if I am not miftaken, gre^ by the road fide ; 
- - and 
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aad at a diftance an Erica with red flowers, 
ffrchzhly the true nmltjfl^a. The countrj 
feemed rich in plants, efpecially mc^s. 

yan. 19. I was told it was nearly im- 
poffible to go farther by land ; and the wind 
being contrary, with much rain, we were 
obliged to remain at Seftri, and had no other 
way of venting our difpleafure than by 
means of a burnt ftick on the wall, as fok 
lows : ^ 

By adverfib winds and fnithlefs biflows croft, ^ 
A lifUefs wanderer on a foreign coaft ; ^ 

"While rugged rocks refufe the opting floWer, 
Nor even a mofs beguiles the tedious hour ; 
While, if to Heav'n I turn my anxious eye, • ^ 
No ray of hope illumes the ftonny iky.-— 

But 1 got no farther — dinner came— P^oehifs 
Wis more friendly to us than to infpire moife 
fuch verfes, and the weather cleared up. 
We found plenty of Lichens in fine order 
for gatherihg, and that dcgant fern Acrojii^ 
chum Maranta. 

Seftri ftands on a fmall ifthmus, which 
conneds a high rock with the main land, fo 
that there is a fhug little -port ori each fide. 
The town itfelf is miferable. 

S 3 Jan. 



( 262 ) 

Jan. io. It being a dead calm, we were 
rowed in the felucca 30 miles, clofe under 
the high craggy fliore, clothed with Indian 
figs, to Lerici, a wretched town in the 
Golfa della Spetia, The view of this noble 
jgulf, as we entered it by moon-light, was 
beyond defcription beautiful ; nor fhall I for^ 
g^t the failor's evening hymn as we paffedi 
the caftle of Pprto Ventre, while the moon- 
beams trembled on the glafly furface of the 
water j and the whole extent of the harbour, 
with its rich and fwelling coafts, prefented 
itfcif at once. 

Lerici poffefles an execrable inn, with an 
infcription fignifying, that the King pf Swe-» 
den flept there in November 1773. We 
foon learned, 1ii the courfe of our jpumey, 
that fijch infgriptions were very bad omens, 
^d th?it Monarchs, with reverence be it 
fpoken ! are but indifferent travelling guides* 
We bargained before-h^nd, as U neceflary 
In Italy, for our fupper and lodging ; but, 
having had coffee next morning, were fur-r 
prifed to find it charged jibout as much £is 
gll the reft put together. On gompl«iniag, 

we 
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we were told) with the moft cool effrontery, 
that coffee was not in the original bargain. 

yan. 21. Travelled poft in a miferable 
cabriolet to Pifa. The road lay through 
Venza, Maffa, a refpedable place, and Pietra 
Santa^ in all feven pofts, or about forty miles, 
not hilly. There is a ferry in the laft poft, 
which I would advife all travellers to pafs 
by day-light, and not, as was our fate, in 
the dark. The gates of Pifa wer^ readily 
opened. A fbabby young abbe, whofe title 
neverthelefs appeared on his baggage, IlmoUo 
tllujire Esf molto riverende Jigmn^ &c. &t. 
but a ftranger to us, took the advantage of 
coming gratis in our felucca from Qenoa^ 
and of riding on the back of the chaife, for 
we had barely room for ourfelves within. 
His illuftrious reverence ftill farther deigned 
to beg of us when we feparated at Pifa ; fo 
condefcending are the great when they hay^ 
any advantage \n view ! Yet we afterwards 
^w this abbe appearing with 4ue dignity at 
the Carnival at Rome. . r 

Jan. 2Z. One day fufliced for the curio- 
S 4 '. fmes 
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fities of Pifa. It is a large depopulated cdd 
town. The inhabitants are faid fearcely 
to amount to 20,000 at prefent, though 
formerly five or fix times as many, when 
the republic wa$ in its profperity, and the 
arts flouriftied with commerce under the 
banners of Liberty. Then its thoufand towers 
werepoffefled by as many patrician families, 
whofe valour kept at a diftance all ext^al 
mifchief, and whofe ambition and intexiefts 
were too equally balanced to make Aem 
dangerous at home. At length the treacher- 
ous and ill-fated Hugolino grafped at * tlie 
fplendid phantom of power, by deferting 
his ppft in an important armament againfl: 
the Genoefe, and with his corrupt adherents 
took pofleflion of this defencelefs country. 
Not content with this, he even plotted with 
the Florentines againft its^ interefts ; and 
though he foon juftly paid for his crimes with 
his life) the vidories obtained by the Genoefe 
and Florentines, added to inteftine brdils, at 
laft reduced this famous republic to fubmit 
itfelf to the latter in the year 1406, aftef 
Jiaviiig, in fome meafure, alleviated its dif- 
grace, bjrfuftainirig a rigorous fiege. Many 
V- ' \ * families 



families upon this deferted it in indignation^ 
The tountry too waa depopulated, and, from 
want of cultivation, became unhealthy. The 
convulfions of Florence itfelf foon called 
the attention of that ftate from, its new ao 
quifition ; and Pifa has ever fince been a 
humble dependant oh the fate of its con- 
querors ; often fuffering from their misfor- 
tunes, but feldom deriving any great benefin 
from their profperity. The prefent race of/ 
fovereigns are' accuftomed to vifit it occafi-* 
onally j and Pifa has had its, fhare of the 
general happinefs, under their wife adminiC* 
tration. 

Here is an Univerfity with an Obfcrvatory; 
and a Botanic Garden. The latter feemcd 
well ftocked with hardy plants, arranged 
according to the Linnaean fyftem. Scir-^ 
pus Holofcbccnm was here named Juncus 
cqnglomeratus^ as at Montpellier. Rbapis 
JlabeHiformis^ the Chinefc Palm, already 
mentioned at Leyden, p.. ii. was here in 
fruit ; and we were told it wa^ eaten at the 
Grand* Duke^s table. Unluckily taking it 
for a Chamarops^ Inegleded to preferve 
any, and thfe firuit of Rbapis hasnot yet been 
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defcribed* At the College, or Sapienza^ we 
heard two profeflbrs lefturing to numerous 
audiences ; one of them in Italian, on Moral 
Philofophy ; the other on Hiftory, in Latin. 
The number of Undents is generally about 
ieven hundred. 

The Cathedral (Duomo) is a venerableand 
magnificent pile, though of the barbarous 
and irregular architedujre of the eleventh 
century, and compofed of marble fragments 
of other buildings, whofe carvings and in- 
fcriptions, disjointed and reverfed, very much 
disfigure its outfide. Many of them bear 
fuch marks of elegance,' that one cannot help 
deeply lamenting this revolution in their 
deftiny. The tomb of the Countefs Beatrice 
(mother of the famous Countefs Matilda), 
who died in 1076, is placed high in the air 
againft the church wall, according to the 
fafhion of that age. 

The great gates of bronze, after the de- 
figns of John of Bologna, are defervedly 
admired for the fpirited execution of many 
figures, of which they are compofed. The 
Manuely p, 239, fpeaks of thefe gates as 
^ pruameated with bas-reliefs, the work 

of 
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t>f Bonatino, almoft all bad, and half gcK 
thic.'* This h copied from Cochin. The 
Guide-book of Pifa fays the g^tes of Bop- 
auno were deftroyed by fire in 159 J, and 
that the prefent, which are certainly neither 
bad nor ^gothic,. were modelled in i6oi. 

The infide of the church is gloomy, but 
rich in marbles and porphyry, of which the 
Pifans, as well as the Venetiapis, brought 
large quantities from the Levant among other 
fpoils. This cathedral is therefore quite a 
ftudy for a Uthplogift, and its various trea- 
fures. are very completely illuftrated by Dr, 
Targioni Tozzetti the elder, in his Travels 
through Tufcany ( Florence j 75 1 ),. Moft of 
its granite columns he fuppofes to have been 
dug in the Ifle of Elba, from whence the 
Romans procured many of the columns em* 
ployed in their buildings^ and which are 
often too haftily taken for oriental granite^ 
It is faid vaft blocks flill remain half-formed 
in the quarries there. Thefe Pifan columns 
^re moft probably of Roman* workmanfhip; 
for builders in the dark ages found too many 
materials reddy at hand, to take the troubfe 
pf digging for more| ai)4 being not over 
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nice about proportions, they made no diffi^ 
eulty of prcffing into their fervice any andent 
materials that came in their v^zy^ and which 
they would haye found it not cafy to have 
Ivrought afrelh. To thefe were added the 
fpoik of the^Eaft, and all together combined 
to form thofe motley edifices which fprung 
up in -Italy in the i «th and 12th. centuries; 
of which the richeft and moft rCTiarkable, 
after St. Mark's at Venice, is this cathedral 
of Pifa. The Manuel feems to have bor* 
rowed from Dr. Tozzetti, an. account of a 
very curiousr little column of brecciated por- 
phyry* under the pulpit, more compound 
than any other' known fpecimen. Lihall 
hereafter mention fome which appr^uich it, 
at Rome and Venice. The* ahar of the 
Cin^ dei Cavalitri is alfo faid to be rich in 
curious porphyries ; but this we did not fee. 
The pidures are numerous, chiefly by the 
earlier Tufcan artifts. Some of the beft are 
>y Andrea /del Sarto. The faces of fome 
angels in an? old painting about half way 
down the north fide of the nave, at the altar 
of ihtjingcli cufipdfy are of the moft con- 
funamjtfc beauty. Who would not bend 
5 the 
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the kn^ to fi)ch guardian angels i The 
paiDter is iaid to be Sidiinbemof Sieaoa; 
an artift of vrhom pne^klpm hears*. 

On thier north fide of the cathedral, is the 
famous ol4 Qinipo 3antQ^ (^burTing* ground, 
whc^e earthi to the depth, I think, of twelve 
j5set, was brought from Jerufalem ; and had 
the propartj, before it was ov^r-gorged with 
human fl^fli, of cprrodixig a dead body to 
the bones in 24 hours. It is oblong, for^ 
rounded with a kind of cloifter full of fa- 
mily-<vaults, which are now ufelefs. A grave 
is always kept open' in this cemetery, co- 
vered with an awning, that if any perlbn 
fhould die of fo malignant a diforder as that 
the body could not lafely be cbnveyed to 
the new burying-ground out of town, it 
might, by means of a certificate from the 
attending phyfician, be imnr^ediately interred 
in this place. This is the only cafe in which 
the new law of the late Grand Duke againft 
burying in towns, fimilar to that of the 
Emperor Jofeph IL can be difpenfed with. 

The walls of this cloifter are curioufly 
painted by Giotto, and others of the catlieft 
painters after the reftoration of the ixt. In 

thefc 



ihefe pieces the colouring is void of all merit; 
the drawing dry and iliff, but the expreflioA 
often wonderfully good, though fbmetimes 
bordering on the buriefqiie. No figure 
among the whole is more famous than tht 
modeft woman, who Is peeing at the 
dranken Noah through her fingers. She is 
always quoted when any body afifeds pecu- 
liar delicacy, by the name of La Vtrgognofa 
di Campo Santo. Thefe paintings have fut 
fered much by time. 

Here is a handfome monument, infcribcd, 

Algarotto Ovidli aemulo, 
Ncwtohi difcipulO, 
Fridericus magnUS. 



Algfirottus non onintS4 
A. D. 1764. 



The Chevalier Guazzefi^ who was en- 
trufted with the execution of this monu- 
ment by the late King of Pruflia, received 
the epitaph, as follows, from his Majefty's 
own hand: Hicjacet Ovidii amulusy et New^ 
torn difcipulus. But the King, on being ap- 
plied to, did not forbid the above alteration, 

■■JT 
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nor will pofterity furely refiife thcii' aflent* 
We were told that the Emperor Jofeph, when 
he read this epitaph^ repeated the Fridericu$ 
magnm with a (ignificant nod« 

It is.needlefs to defcribe the celebrated 
hanging towc^r; nor fhall I attempt to decide 
whether it were defignedly built fo or not. 
The moft probable opinion feems to be, that 
the foundations on one fide began to give 
way before it was finifhed, as the upper 
part of the building is much more upright 
than the lower. If the architedl had, from 
the firft, built it intentionally thus, there 
feems no reafon why the ftones fhould not 
have been placed horizontally, and efpecially 
why the fteps of the winding ftaircafe within 
fliould not have been perpendicular, whereas 
they are now fo much otherwife as to be 
very uneafy of afcent ; and to a perfon who 
goes up or down haftily, the whole building 
feems rolling like a fhip, and juft falling to 
the ground. But what on the other hand 
appears unaccountable is, that the infide (for 
the tower is a hollow cylinder, with the ftair- 
cafe in the thickn^fs of the wall) is faid to be 
not half fo much out gf the perpendicular as 

the 
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the ovitiidci. This vre did dot meafure, not 
could we iettle our minds in &vmir of either 
opinion* Philoibphers every day decide 
concerning the laws of the univcrfe; hut 
none has yet underftood the conflxu&ion of 
the tower of ViCau We had^ from its top, 
a complete view of the country around, and 
of the towers of Leghorn, a place we left 
nhvifited, being in hafte to get to Florence 
and Rome in Carnival time. 

The Baptiftery is, according to ancieoC 
cyftom, a feparate building from the cathe- 
dral, of a circular form, with a dome fup- 
ported on the infide by granite columns. 
The beautiful marble pulpit, and the pillars 
on which it ftands, are worthy of notice. 
Here are feveral ftone baths, intended for 
the old method of baptifm by immcrfion, 
which fonie ftill contend for, as if it were 
really a matter of any moment. 
^ We examined feveral other large old 
churches, remarkable for their marbles, and 
containing fome works of the early painters ; 
but I rather believe our valet de place, to 
Ihew his zeal and adlivity, gave hiihfelf and 
us more trouble than moil travellers would 

think 
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think worth while j and I am fure nobodf 
would thank me for giving an accomit of 
our perambulations here. 

At our inn, VTJJfero (the Huflar), 
was a chamber furniiheii with moft mi- 
ferable daubings, copied indeed from better 
things, as Salvator Rofa's death of Regu- 
Jus among others, all which cbatct orlgt'^ 
nals^ as our landlord called them, he would 
have fold us very cheapo and with an air of 
myftery told us they were an excellent bar- 
gain ; but we were neither rich nor ignorant 
enough to profit of this his gcmrous inten- 
tion. 

yan. 23. We engaged a voiturin to con- 
vey us both to Florence, 49 miles, for 50 
pauls (not twenty-five fhillings), to be fed by 
the way into the bargain. To our aftonilh-*- 
ment we were excellently accommodated, 
. and we made ufe of this -fame hongft fellow, 
whofe name was Diego Baroncello, to carry 
us over moft parts of Italy. We never had " 
a word of difpute all the way. Ke waa- 
always regular, fober, and obliging, and his 
carriage as good as.moft Englifh poft-chaifes, 
YoL. L T Except 
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except its having only two wheels. Our 
general pace was four miles an hour. Wc 
flept at rOfteria bianca, a folitary inn at the 
meeting of three roads, viz. from Pifa, 
Sienna, and Florence, and arrived at the 
-latter next day at noon. 

- The celebrated vale of the Arno, through 
which we pafled, is in the higheft ftate of 
cultivation. The fields are bordered with 
; elm, willow, mulberry, or fome other trees, 
' each of which fuftains a luxuriant vine. But 
' at this time all was dreary and defolate, and 
'a high fharpwind from the mountains made 
lis glad to walk to warm ourfelves. Thefc 
tramontane winds feemed much more pier- 
cing than any cold ever felt in England. 



CHAP. 



( *75 ) 



CHAP. XVIIL 



tLORENCi;. , 

KJn entering Florence for the firfl; time> 
every idea of thofe who have the leaft tafte 
for the arts, or for hiftory, muft be centered 
in the famous Gallery. That great obje<St, 
as has been well obferved, would alone amply 
repay the trouble of a journey to Italy ; and 
I believe none ever entered it without adv» 
miration, or left it without regret." We were 
however obliged to reftrain our curiofity for 
one night, having barely time, the evening 
.'of our arrival, to vifit the principal fquare, 
Piazza reaJe; and admire the marble group, 
reprefenting the rape of one of the Sabines, 
by John of Bologna ; the Hercules and Ca- 
cus, by Bandinelli ; but efpecially thenoblfe 
and fpirited Pcrfeus, in bronze, by Benve- 
T a , nuto 
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nuto CellinL Tliere are feveral more ftatues 
in this and in other public places, the beft 
of which are noted in every book of travels, 
and there are few fo bad as not to afford fomc 
pleafure to the fpedator. Who can contem- 
plate, without refpedful awe, the equeftrian 
figure of the great, if not good, Cofmo T. 
the fcarce unworthy, though in one unhappy 
refpedi too clofe, imitator of Auguftus ; the 
juft and wife, though abfolute fovereign, and 
the unbounded and intelligent patron of 
ieartiing, artd, and every thi% that could 
fenrich, improve, or aggrandia:e a ftate ! 
, Next morrting, with Mr. Zacchircli's 2>r- 
firipihm de la Gulerie in bur bamis, we en- 
tered this noble mufeum 6f the arts,' and, 
notwithftandihg all we had heard, it ftnick us. 
with amazement and delight. Its contents 
trre too celebrated, and haVe been too often 
•dcfcribcd, not to make any d^fcription fu* 
perfluous. Yet it is an indulgence which all 
travellers have taken, and which all future 
ones will probably claim, to exprefs their 
admiration at fome things here to be feen^ 
though they have been dcfcribed, copied, and 
admired, over and over again* 

The 
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TTie Venua of Medicls undoubtedly dg- 
ferves cur homsige in die firft place* I fhoulfi 
wonder at any one who could fix his atten- 
tion on any thing elfe till he had fcQn this j 
I had almoft faid I fhpuld wonder if he 
could adinire any thing afterwards. This 
divine ftatue is fituated in fo beautiful an 
apartment, of which it occupies the place of 
honour, and is accompanied with fo feJe<9: 
an aflennblage, of every .thing moft exquifite 
that fculpture or painting have produced) 
that all after it feems flat and infipid. The 
wifeft method would be, if one had fufficieni: 
command of their impatience, to begin with 
iaveftigating the principal part of the gallery, 
the corridors, and then proceed through the 
fevcral lefler apartments, rifing from one de- 
gree of perfedlion to another, till every feel- 
ing of the imagination were gratified in this 
heavenly Tribune. 

It is neceflkry here to mention, once for 
all, that no caft, how perfedl foeyer, and 
ftill lefs a painted caft, can give an adequate 
idea of anj very exquifite ftatue. Nojt onljr 
the tranfparency of marble, efpecially if 
mellowed in its colour by age, as in this 
T 3 Venus^ 
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Venu8» cannot be imitated hj plafter ; but 
the neceflarily imperfect contaA (as the 
materials are different) between the original 
ilatue and the mould, and again between 
the mould and the caft, may make fome 
difference in thofe extremely fide outliuesi 
thofe exquifitely delicate furfaces, wL»ich no 
artift can copy, nor any but a Raphael could 
draw : efpecially as there muft be oil inter- 
pofed, and it is fcarcely poflible for that fluid 
not to be thicker in fom^ parts, efpecially the 
hollows, than in others j and the mould is 
formed of a vaft number of pieces, Between 
e ch two of which there muft be at leaft a 
mathematical fpace. This is fuflficient \ think 
to explain how certain minute variations may 
take place, which make all the difference be- 
tween fuch ftatues as the Venus of Medicis, 
or Belvedere Apollo, and many others of 
lefs perfedion* The difference may indeed 
be very fmall ; few perfons may be fenfible 
of it, and ftill fewer may be able to difcover 
in what it confifts ; but thofe who do not 
perceive it, can be no judges of the fupreme 
perfeAion of the Venus or Apollo. There 
is fomcthjng inconceivably . delicate in the 

back 
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back and loins of the ftatue, whichrhas led' 
me into thefe remarks. This delicacy is the 
charafteriftic of the firft-rate Grecian ftatues. . 
No inadequate fpecimen of it may be feen 
in a fmall trunk of a Venus, in Mr. Town- 
ley's fine coUeftion, There is the fame de- 
licacy in the expreffion of the Grecian couur- 
tenanc^. Nothing can be farther from 
flxiking or violent expreffion than the face of 
the Venus of Medieis ; but its phyfiognomy 
is fo fwieet, fo intelligent ; its beauty feems 
fo perfedly " the mirror of a celeftial mind j'* 
that though, At the firft glance, it appears 
meer corporeal beauty, yet, when accurately 
contemplated, it feems animated with ^hc 
intcUeiSts of a fuperior being* In this re- 
finement of outline, confifts the peculiar 
merit of Raphael. His countenances for 
the moft part ftrike but little at firft, but they 
may be ftudied for ever, almoft with 4S much 
advantage as if living, Th?y cannot be 
popied J at le^ft the popier muft, in order to 
fucceed, have a genius equal to Raphael 
himfelf. 

That there fhould be fo exquifife a cha- 

radier in the outline of a ftatuc or a pifture. 

T 4 feems 
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fecms lefs wofiderful than that architc£tni* 
itfelf fhould be fufceptible of equal refine* 
ment. Yet it is no lefs certain, that a column 
defigned by Raphael, and executed under 
his infpedion, is as unequivocally diftinguifh- 
able from one of Michael Angelo, as a Ma* 
donna or a Venus of each would be. There 
aire three ancient columns in the Forum at 
Rome, the confummate beauty and elegance 
of which have never been equalled. In vain 
do artifts copy and meafure with the moft 
fcrupulous exa^knefs. The original is ftiU 
unrivalled. How fupetior is the form of a 
common window or door of Michael Afigelo, 
Palladio, or even Inigo Jones, to thofe in 
the fineft palaces of ordinary builders ! In 
what do fuch differences confift ? Why can- 
not they be ftudied, and any certain cScQ, 
commanded at pleafure ? I confefs myfelf 
quite at a lofs on this fubjed ; and, in treat- 
ing of it, I find language fo inadequate to 
cxprefs fully what I mean, that I ceafe to 
wonder at the imperfedion of other human 
arts. 

On the right hand of the Venus is the 
celebrated group of the wrelllers j on the 

left, 
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feft,*the flave whetting his knife. The coarfc 
features of the latter difplay the moft lively, 
b«t not overcharged, expreffion. Ke feeras 
ftrongly interefted, and moved with a fort 
of indignation at fomething to which he is 
liftening; but connoifleurs are not agreed 
whether he is the flave who overheard the 
confpiracy of Cataline, or any other per- 
foaage. The whole figure is truth and na-^ 
ture itfelf — manly, but not beautiful. 

The wreftlers are remarkable for the mas- 
terly interlacing of their limbs, and the won- 
derful force and adtion of the mufcles, with- 
out any violent fwelling or diftortion. They 
are copies of the moft elegant youthful nature* 
DelaLande fays the heads have been fupplied, 
but that they have fo much expreffion they 
might pafs for antique. The truth is,, ac- 
cording to Winkelman, they are the real 
antique heads, which had been broken off, 
and were not difcovered till fome time after 
their bodies. The laft-mentioned author 
inaiatains, with great appearance of proba- 
bility, that thefe figures really belong to the 
group of Niobc and her children, mentioned 
ixereafter. If fo, they are meant for the 

two 
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two youngeft of her fons^ defcribed by die 
poet as wreftling at the time of their deftnic- 
tion. Their beautiful countenances are in- 
deed as much alike as poffible, and refemble 
the ftyle and execution of the other chil- 
dren ; but, in my humble opinion, thefc 
figures are very much better than the reft 
of that celebrated group. 

The two remaining ftatues, making a 

partie carree with the wrcftlers and flave, 

are, the little Apollo, leaning againft a dump 

.of a tree, with his arm ov^r his head; and 

. the dancing Faun. Both are well known by 

innumerable cafts and copies, and j^rc models 

. of grace and beauty ; the one ia fportivc 

a^ion, the other in penfive repofe. 

Of the numerous paintings in this room, 
choice and excellent as they are, I fcarcely 
faw but two, the Venus of Titian, and the 
St. John of Raphael ; for, who could look at 
any others, in the prefence of thefe ? This 
Venus, however, with all the advantages of 
colouring, and that the very colouring of 
life, by the fide of the Venus of Medicis, is 
but a woman. Nor is it, though called a 
Venus, inteijded for any pther than z, beauti- 
ful 
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ful mifirefs of one of the Medicis famllyv 
who IS lying on a bed> while two of her 
women, in the back ground, are feeking in 
a Targe cheft for her clothes. A lap-dog, 
unconfcious of his enviable fituation, flecps 
at her fe6t. This pid:ure is engraved by the 
excellent Strange ; and I purchafed at Flo- 
rence a very good little print of it, done by 
Gaetano Vafcellini in 1 785. 

From this voluptuous beauty, the tranfi- 
tion to the divine St. John, in the wildernefs, 
is very ilriking. Here we meet with a more 
ilrong and animated expreflion than is ufual 
in Raphael's more finifhed works. Such an 
ardent, fincere, and innocent zeal beams from 
the heavenly countenance of this youth, 
fuch is " the fiery glance of his intelledual 
leye," through the fair orbs of fenfe, as filrely 
nothing but infpiration could feel, or could 
paint 1 There is a well-known duplicate of 
this pidure in the Orleans collection, and 
another at Bologna j but the Florentine one 
i§ decided to be the original, to my great- 
fatisfadioh, as I felt a little difappointed at 
the fight of the other two afterwards, fine 
jis they are. If I were to choofe one paint- 
ing 
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ifig out of Italy, and no more, perhaps it 
would be the head of this 8t. John. 

After the Tribune, the cabinet of the 
Hermaphrodite is perhaps moft worthy erf 
notice. The celebrated ftatuc, from which 
this apartment takes it§ name, is of fine 
Grecian workmanfhip.and reprefents a ileep- 
ing figure, lying nearly proftrate, which 
is in every part, expept the fex, a beautiful 
woman. Some of thofe over-fqueami(h 
pcrfonages, who have, mutilated many fine 
works of art, from which none but fuch 
vicious imaginations as their own would 
have derived any impure ideas, might have 
well employed their zeal upon this ftatne, 
»nd received the thanks of every perfon of 
tafte'and modefty. Lady Miller ^val. ii. p. 
157) makes a whimfical miftaike cjonqeming 
the ftatue in queftipn. She quotes Mr. Ad- 
difon, who calls it " ^ beautiful old .figure, 
made after the celebrated Hermaphrodite in 
the Villa Borghcfe ;'* and her Ladyfliip re- 
marks — " It is well known by all the con- 
noiiTeurs that this ftatue is antique, and, 
whatever may be faid of it, the accufation 
cf old age is certainly jnifa^plied*" Addi- 

fonV 
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Ion's meaning is, plainly, that it is an antique 
copy. There are alfo feveral Grecian copies 
ofj the Venus of Medicis, and other admir- 
ed ftatues. 

Oppofite to the Hermaphrodite, is the 
Adonis of Michael Angelo, faid to have 
formerly ornamented a fountain ; but never- 
thelefs in perfed prefervation. It is recum- 
.bent, and fomewhat eoloflal. The contour 
is fine, but the countenance vacant. 

Here are a beautiful Apollo and Bacchus, 
brought from the Villa Medicis at Rome, 
and two well-known Venus's, the Venus 
Vi£lrix holding the apple, and the Venus 
Cceleftis. 

The fame room is furnifhed with a pre* 
clous coUedion of pidures, many of them 
by the earlier artifts, and fome very good 
ones of more modern date. They are par- 
ticularized by Zacchiroli and others. Among 
tfaem is a very ; hindfome woman holding a 
firing of pearls, faid to be the Duchefs of 
Buckingham, by Rubefts. Here alfo we 
faw-a ^ood St. Sebaftian, by Ra^, not men-» 
iioned in any book. 

T!ie inlaid o£kagon table, in the centre of 

this 
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this room, IS efteemed the bcft in the gaHcry; 
and is a prodigy of ingenuity and labour. 
There are feveral nearly refcmbling it in the 
other apartments. Thefe tables are entirely 
compofed of the harder kind of ftones, as jat 
pers, onyx, chalcedony, &c. inlaid fo as to re- 
prefent flowers,fruits,(hells, and,occaiionalIy, 
even birds and infedts ; by no means in the 
clumfy incorredl way in which fuch works arc 
commonly done, where fo much is left to the 
fancy and good-nature of the beholder, but 
with moft aftonifliing accuracy and beauty. 
Not that the pieces of ftone are fmall, but 
each is fo well chofen, and its colours and 
ihades fo ingenioully turned to acapunt, that 
It is no wonder each table has coft many 
years of ftudy and contrivance^ Of all 
things the firings of pearl, beautifully inter- 
mixed with flowers, are the moft ftriking. 
They are made of a kind of femi-pellucid 
oriental chalcedony, and nothing but the 
touch can convince one they do not projed, 
at le^ft in bas-relief, from the table. 

The cabinet of Niobe was fitted up by 
the late Grand Duke (afterwards the Em- 
peror) Leopold, on purpofe to receive the 
6 famous 
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famous afTemblage of ftatues, reprefendng 
that unhappy mother and her chUdren,Mrhich 
were long in the Medicie gardens at Rome« 
Here they appear to great advantage, the 
room being a very noble one. The walls 
are ornamented with painting3,.among othera 
the battle of Ypres, and the triumphal entry 
of Henry IV. into Paris, by Rubens; two 
very large^idiures, intended for another gal- 
lery, at the Luxembourg, in addition to that 
completed there by this great painter. There 
. is much character in Henry's figure, with 
an air of goodnefs rather than dignity. Here 
is a wonderfully fine antique Sarcophagus 
with alto relievo's, not mentioned in the 
Defcription de la Galerie. 

Among the ftatues in the other leffer apart- 
ments, we chiefly admired a Cupid and 
Pfyche embracing, copies of which are com- 
mon J an Hermaphrodite repulfing a Satyr ; 
^ a Cupid looking upwards, as if obferving 
the courfe of a dart he had juft difcharged ; 
the Torfo, or trunk of an antique Hercules; 
with many others, whofe merits would, re- 
ouire an age to ftudy and underftand them all 

Nothing excites more curiofity than the 

coUedion 
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ronfeaicm of the porttaiti of painters^ done 
by their own hands. They amount to near 
330. Their names are alphabetically ap- 
i^nged in the Defcription dc la Galerie. 
Thofe are not always jhe moft celebrated 
artifts who make the greateft figure hwe. 
The portraits pf Raphael and Julio Romano 
are but indi^rent, and Corregio is not to be 
•found at all. They could -paint heroes and 
angels too well to wafte thne on their own 
phyfiogftomy. On the contrary, planters of 
'whom one fcarcely remembers the names, 
make a confpicuous appearance, on ample 
canvafs, in ftudied apparel, calling up their 
beft looks to challenge notice, and each 
ieeming to fay for himfelfi ^^ Jbno pittore ancb^ 
io.^^ One has reprefented himfelf, not un- 
ftiilfully, at a looking^glafs, drawing his own 
portrait, and thus appears In three difierent 
a§)eds. The portrait of Seybolt is ansura- 
<:le of high finifliing. I was forry to fee 
our unrivalled and ever to be regretted Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds make fo poor a figure here. 
His picture, though originally excellent, is 
faded to nothing, and being placed very low, 
appears to greater difadvtmtage than it other- 
wife 
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wife might It has lately been faid of this 
great man, that he could at pleafure com- 
mand permanent colours ; but that he re- 
ferVed them for fuch portraits only as he 
thought worthy to be tranfmitted to pofte- 
rity, beftowing his niore fading tints on that 
common hetd of cuftomers, whofe vacant 
countenances fo generally prefent themfelves 
to a portrait painter. This furely is juftify- 
ing his Ikill at the expence of his honefty; 
and if I judge aright, he would have been 
but little pleafed with fuch an apology. His 
portrait at Florence contradids it j for we 
cannot but fuppofe he meant that to be a 
lafting performance, yet no colours were 
ever more tranfient. 

The Corridors, the largeft part of the 
Gallery, were the laft we examined. Along 
them are arranged ftatues, bufts, and pic- 
tures in rich profufion, but in admirable or- 
der. 

Thefe ftatues are enumerated and criticifed 
by Lady Miller, De la Lande, Cochin, and 
Others J Zacchiroli*s account of them is the 
jnoft recent, and the moft complete. 

Among the antique bufts, a branch of the 

Vol. L U colleaio^ 



i^llfdionlvbicb cannot be too much admir- 
ed, we particularly remarked the fine ex^^ 
preffion in the countenances of Marcus 
Agripp^, and Antoninus Pius* I could not 
difcover any very great beauty in Julia 
daughter of Auguflus, and flie is a little too 
plump. Drufus, brother of Tiberius, has 
^ good countenance* Trajan, and his filler 
Marciana, refemhle each other very much, 
but are not handfom^. Plqtina, the ilhiftri- 
ous qonfort of Trajan, is a very fine bull ; 
^nd there are two no lefs admirable of Adrian. 
At that period this branch of the art feemsto 
have been in its greateft perfeiSipn. ' There 
ar^ four good reprefentations of Marcus 
Aurelius, of which one of the more youth- 
ful is inimitably expreffive and interefting. 
Of Fauftina the elder ther^ are two bulls, 
one far fuperior to the other. Lucius Verus 
looks like a hypocritical fmooth-rtongued 
villain. Annius Verus, the youngeft fon 
qf Marcus Aurelius, is a plgafing little bpy. 
Even his infamous brother Commodusi when 
young, had a beautiful and engaging pbyfio- 
gnomy, of which I never met with a mora 
admirable reprefentatioa than in a cameo be- 

• longing 
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loh^Bg*(3 my honoured friend the Marchio- 
Snefs of Rodkingham. His two bufts in this 
gallery are not ftrikiagi Nero, in' early 
youthy looked gentle and benign ; but after- 
wards hi^ countenance bore teftimony to his 
diabolical chftjiader j witnefs the two buft§ 
in this, collections one a chiM, the other an 
adult. Didla Clara, daughter of th^ con- 
temptible^ Enjpei*or Didius Julian, appears to 
have b^en a very i^ne woman, if her buft 
be well authenticated* Caracalla looks ex* 
a^aiy the ruffian one would expeCt. The 
bufts of the latter Emperors, and thdr con*» 
temporaries, decline both in authenticity 
and workmanfliip. That of Conftantine^ 
** furnamed the Great, becaufe he was for-^ 
lunate,'' (fays Zacchiroli), is to be feen in 
•thiscoHedion, though very rare elfewherej 
and this had a narrow efcape when a part 
of the gallery was deftroyed by fire in 1762, 
The author laft quoted has contrived to 
make his catalogue of thefe bufts very in- 
tereftirig, by pointed epigrammatic fketches 
of the hiftory, or charafter, of the perfon- 
ages mentioned, I cannot help tranflating 
^ few by way of fpecimen. 

V 2 " Tiberius, 
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•* Tiberius, who might hare atoned for 
his crimes by the murder of Sejanus, if he 
himfelf had not furvived him." 

^ Galba, who deduced his lineage from 
Jupiter and Pafiphae. The glory he thus 
obtained on the father's fide^ muft be ac- 
knowledged to have been abundantly efl^ced 
by that of the mother/' 

" Titus, the delight of human nature. 
Happy Tufcany ! you need not envy Rome 
the aufpicious days of Titus." 

" Plotina. Here at laft we come to a 
wife and virtuous prinfefs." 

** Antoninus. How fweet to pronounce 
this beloved name ! It is that of virtue on » 
throne." 

" Fauftina the elder, wife of Antoninus. 
She fcandalized Rome by her execrable li- 
bertinifm, and it was not a trifle that could 
fcandalize Rome upon that fubjedt." 

" Fauftina the younger^ wife of Marcus 
Aiu-elius. Cleopatra, Julia, Meflfalina, illuf-^ 
trious debauchees, you are all furpafled by 
this odious Fauftina !" 

" Pertinax, fon of a coal-merchant, w^ho 
obtained the empire by his military talents, 

and 
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and who perifhed miferably, becaufe he 
wanted his foldiers to be honeft men." 

** PhiUp the elder, fon of a captain of 
robber$. He was a much greater robber 
than hi$ father, for he ufurped the empire/' 

Th(B walls of thefe Corridors are furnilhed 
with a vaft and precious colle£tion of pic- 
tures, of which Zacchiroli gives a corredl 
catalogue in the order in which they hang, 
and Cochin a learned criticifm. I may 
therefore be excufed for only mentioning a 
few. Balfhazzar's feaft is a very capital pic- 
ture, by an artift little known, John Marti- 
nelli. The Angel Gabriel, with a fine fe- 
minine countenance, by Angelo Brop^ino, a 
Florentine^ Chrift before Pilate, and the 
Depofition of the Crofs, both by Luca 
Giordano, and very good. Jofeph and Po- 
tiphar's wife by John Baptift Bilivert. The 
banquet of Solomon,- a magnificent and 
richly coloured picture by Andrew Vicen-r 
tino. A fine portrait of Diego Velafquez, 
the Spanifh Titian, by himfelf. Tancred 
wounded (Taflb, Canto 19.), by O^tavip 
Venturini, remarkable for the excellent ex-? 
preffion of Tancred's countenance. Tranf- 
U 3 figuration 
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figuration of Chrift by Luica Giotdatiid^ 
very fine. Adam and Eve, as large as life,, 
by Floris of Antwerp j an excelleot picture, 
though fomewhat hard like all his v^orksj 
but there is great truth and nature, and the 
countenance of Adam is fo amiable and full 
of foul, that even Raphael could not have 
exceeded it. 

The portraits of illuftrious men are ranged 
in a line over thefe other piftures. The 
celebrated hiftorian, Paul Jovius, is faid to 
have given the firft Idea of this colledidn, 
and to have made a fimilar one himfelf, 
, vrhich Cofmo I. Grand Duke, employed a 
painter to copy. His copies Jaid the foun- 
dation of what we now fee in the gallery ; 
the fuccefTors of Coffno having added many 
portraits from time to time, fo that the num- 
ber of the whole amounts to above 400. 
De la Lande extols thefe portraits as one of 
the chief treafures of the gallery ; and they 
would really be fo, if their merits were equa^ 
to their pretenlions. No one could vifit 
them with more curiofity than I did, but I 
was miferably difappointed, and cannot but 
think them unworthy of their honourable 
' ' * - ' fituation. 
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Jituatibn. They are not only for the mbft 
part Tery bad pidures, but fiich as We could 
judge of (from better and more authentic 
portraits of the fame perfons) very bad like- 
nefles^ as moft of our Englifh kings. Ed- 
ward VI. looks like a ruddy brawny North- 
Briton, jinftead of the delicate confumptive 
prince he is always reprefented. Oliver 
Cjromwell is far from a good pi<3:iire. The 
princes of Lorraine are in geherd better 
done than the reft. Zacchiroli gives an ac- 
curate catalogue of thefe paintings, with 
many chara£teriflical remarks, like thofe on 
the Roman bufts. He obfetves of Sir 
Tht&hias More, that ^' he was condemned to 
death by a worthliefs king, becaufe he had 
too many virtues;'* and that Archbilhop 
Cranmer " Was an amiable and^upright man, 
though broiled by order of Qgefen Mary.** 
This is very heretical for an Italian j hut rea- 
fon and virtue will finally triumph over even 
religious prejudices. Every age and coun- 
try has its great and good charaSers, feldom 
lightly underftood by their contemporaries j 
and many of which are often for a time 
cclipfed and difcountenanced, by fheaking 
U 4 virtues. 
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virtues, and even vices, wrapped in 4 clos^k 
of pretended orthodoxy and decorum. 

There are many other apartments belong- 
ing to the gallery, befides thofe I have men- 
tioned ; a§ the cabinet of gems, whc^e im- 
menfe richer are ftill more valuable for the 
exquifite workmanfliip they exhibit, than 
for their intrirific woijh. The cabinet of 
ancient paintings, that is of the earlieft 
works pf the Florentine fchool, \s a very 
curious cpUediion, made by the late Grand 
Duke Leopold* Thpfe pf antique and mo- 
dern bronzes, and pf E^rufcan urns, are alfo 
well worth notice. 

I do not pretend to have examined a 
fiftieth part of this noble mufeum as it dq- 
ferves. I confefs with regret that we fpent 
but one week in Florence, and though every 
day was almoft entirely devoted to the gal- 
lery, it was impoflible in fp fhort a time to 
^iludy properly more than the very firft-rate 
curiofities, and take of the reft fuch a curfory 
obfervation as moft travellers do. 

The view of ail thefe antique ftatues, to- 
gether, afforded me an oppprtupity of mak- 
ing one remark, that the reprefenting ip 

fculpture 
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fculpture the iris and pupil of the eye wa$ 
fometimes practifed by the ancients. It is i^^ 
ieyeral of the Roman bufts and ftatues, but 
not in all thofe of ?iny particular time *, nor 
in ftjiy of the Grecian figures that I cOul(| 
j5nd here. Michael Angelo has pra(9ifed it 
in his Adonis, but not in all his work&; J. 
pannpt help thinking it always unnecefiaryi 
jind, unlefs executed with the greateft deSr 
cacy and judgment, a blemilh rather than an 
laid tp the expreffion^ The. chief effefl; of 
ihQ eyes depends on the form of their lidfii^ 
by the various undulations, and infinite var 
riety of linea, depreffions and fweUings in 
^he margin of which all the paflions are ex- 
preiTed. This the admirable fculptors of 
Greece well knew ; and the only artifice 
they .ufed was, as Winkelman remarks, to 
execute thefe depreflions and lines more 
ftrpngly than they exift in nature, and Spe- 
cially to fink the eye-balls more deeply into 
the head, thus acquiring an efied: of light 
find fhade, which the colourlefs and femi- 

♦ The Abbe Barthelemy thinks thefe parta were 
firft reprefented towards the time of Adrian. SeeDe 
laLande, v. 5. 213. 

tranfparent 
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tranfpafent marbk could fcarcely exhibit 
Without fuch a liberty, 

The gallery not being open on Sundays, 
we employed that day in vifiting churches ; 
atid firfl that of th6 Carmelites^ which is 
new^the old one having been burnt in 1771. 
It is a well-lighted elegant building, in the 
form of a long crofs, without pillars ; the 
•jJter a very beautiful kind of brocatella 
Here the Corfini family haye a noble chapel, 
rich iii verd antique, and other precious 
.marbles, and ornaitiented with three moft 
•capital alto-relievd's in white mafblc. 

Santo Spirito is a ipaoious church, of fine 
Corinthian archit^Aure, with above fwly 
altafrs : the high altar decorated with fome 
very fine inlaid work of filiccous gems, 
worthy of the gallery. The pidures are 
nomerous^ but not capital. 

SaAta Crcce^ a krge and handfome build-? 
ing, has fome very beautiful family chapels. 
In thie church are buried feveral very -illus- 
trious men. On the right hand, near the 
principal entrance, repofes Michael Angelo 
Buonarota, the grearcft fculptor and archi- 
ted, almoft the greateft painter, among the 

moderns. 
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modems. He died at Rome, aiu)^ hifrcdun^. ' 
trymeni^ the Florentines, Were obliged to rc^ 
move his body ^landeftinely by night, as thi 
Romans would not willingly have refigned 
fuch a treafure. His ftately maufoleum is 
ornamented with his marble buft, and a 
painting of a dead Chrift, both the work of 
his own hand, and accompanied with three 
ilatues reprefenting the three fifter aits in 
which he excelled^ Thefe ftatues »e by 
fome of his pupils, 

A little farther on is the nei* and fimpte 
monument of Micheli the botanift, with tht 
following unafieded and pleafing infcrip^ 
tion; 

PETRUS ANTONIUS MICHELIUS 

yixit annos LVTI dies XXTI in tenui re 

beatus omnia hiftorise naturalis 

peritiffimus magnorum etrurias 

ducum berbarius inventis et fcriptis 

ubique notus ac propter fapientiam 

fuavitatem pudorem optimis 

quibufque actati? fuae egregie cams 

OWit IV nonas Januarias MDCCXXXVII 

Amici aere conlato titulutn pofuere. 

The words are arranged exadly as above, 
and there is no pun£hiation throughoCM: the 

whole* 
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<whoIe. This infcription forms a contraft 
with the following, not far diftant, on a new 
monument of white marble : 

Tanto. nomlnj. nullum, par. elogium. 

Nicolaus. Machiavelli 

Gbjt. An. A.P.V.MDXXVIL 

The fate of Machiavel has been (imilapta 
that of Grotius, Perfecuted and mifrepre-r 
iented in his life-time, at length he obt9Ws 
t!he tardy homage of pofterity. After bping 
accuf^d pf recommending, what he only 
meant bitterly to fatirize, the too ufual mo? 
ndity of courts ; and after having been deem-* 
ed an atheift, becaufe he was no ideot, and 
could not be a hypocrite ; an age of reafon> 
under a virtuous prince, has. at length done 
liis memory juftice. 

An old highly-finifhed monument on the 
fame fide of the church commemorates 
Leonard Aretin the hiftorian, tutor of the 
great Lpren:^o de Medicis, with ?i foolifli 
epitaph in Latin verfe, fignifying that/ both 
the Greek and Latin mufes are reported to 
have Ihed tears at his death. 

Oppofite to the tomb pf Michael Angela, 

ftands 
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ftands that of the great, the injured Galileo^ 
the martyr of philofophy, and the everlaft- 
ing opprobrium of his church. and country. 
Nothing feems more wonderful at firft fight 
than that Galileo fhould have been fo inhu« 
manly perfecuted for afferting an innocent 
philofophical truth, which the moft contemp- 
tible ignorance and folly only could make a 
queftion of religion ; while, in the very fame 
court which cenfured him,Casfalpinu8, a pro- 
fefled Ariftotelian, and an open unbeliever of 
all revealed religion, was then living ia the 
greatcft fecurity and honour, as phyfician to 
his ingenious and infallible holinefs. But 
what is fo formidable as truth ? 

From Santa Croce we.went to the Cathe- 
dral, or Duomo^ a large old gothic edifice, 
cafed with black and white marble on the 
outfide, and of whimfical architecture. The 
infide is dark and ugly. The tower, or 
campanile^ detached, like that of Pifa, from 
the church, is very elegant aqid light, faid to 
be after the defigns of Giotto the painter. 
The baptiftery is likewife a feparate build- 
ing, of a circular form, very ancient and cu* 
rious, efpecially withinfide. Its dome ^nd 

galleries 
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galleries are coyered ivith old moGuc ; iiie 

floor inlaid with marbles and other ftones in 

very fmall pieces, and very old* Some have 

fuppofed this to have been originally a 

temple of Mars; but that is giving his 

votaries little credit for tafte ; and I ^believe 

his vrorihip, though not, alas! his tr%de, was 

radier out of fafhion when this building was 

ereded* It has exadly the appearance <^ 

the churches built in the darker ages of 

Chriftianity, and is much more rich than 

elegant. Its famous bronze gates, fo ad>- 

mired by Michael Angelo, are of later date. 

In the cathedral many diftinguifhed meii 

of the early times of the republic are buried, 

and there are fome curious monuments^ Of 

thefe I {hall notice one only, that of Sir 

John Hawkwood, an EngliiQiman, whoie 

equeftrian figure is painted on the wall c^ 

the church. He is called Johannes Acutus, 

and in Italian Giovanni Acuto. Zacchiroli, 

ipeaking of his pidure in the gallery, calls 

him *' Jean Acut, an Englilhman who fig- 

Jializcd himfelf much in arms in the fervicc 

of the Florentines, ' and died in 1393." I 

could never have divined who this Giovanni 

Acuto 
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Acuto was, had not honeft Stowe, in hi* 
Chronicle, given a long hiftory of a Sir 
John Hawkwood, who died in the reign of 
Richard II • and was one of the illuftrioua 
cut-throats of that day, letting h^mfelf out 
to thofe who would pay him moft, to fight 
any body, right or wrong, as his mailers 
ordered him* His Itjdian denomination i^ 
evidently a corruption of his real name* 
Stow'e fays a cenotaph was erected to hia 
ijiemory in the church of Sibble Hedinghamj 
in Eflex, with a device of hawks ftying 
through a wood. 

The Dominican church, called Santa Maria 
Novella, is a noble old building, much admired 
for its architedure. It contains many good 
pi£tures, and much fculpture ; but unluckily 
we had juft been in the gallery when we 
vifited it, and were fatiated with painting 
and ftatue^. 

Proceeding however to St. Lorenzo, the 
famous chapel of the Medicis awakened all 
.our attention and admiration, nor do I 
recoUedt ever having felt fuch aftoniftimenfi 
before. The inimitable majefty and elegance 
of the architecture, the beauty and richnefa 
2 of 
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ttf the materials, atid their high poliffi ahd 
finifliing, are beyond imagination. The in- 
lide is entirely encrufted with filiceous ftones 
of the richeft kinds, prophyry inlaid with 
letters of lapis lazuli ; jafpers, granites, chal-* 
cedony, and onyx ftories, generally feen 
only in fnufF-boxcs or rings, here cover the 
walls. On a high bafement which runs 
round the chapel, with immcnfe panels of 
red Tufcan jafper, are reprefented the arms 
cf the different cities fubjeft to the Grand 
Duke, inlaid with ftones of the proper co- 
lours. In one of thefe is a black horfe, moft 
excellently done. This building is o(3:agon, 
and was to have been decorated with fix 
farcophagi of oriental granite, of a vaft 
fize, with coloflal figures ftanding above 
them, of the different princes, in bronze 
gilt ; only one or two of thefe are quite 
finifhed. They have each a coronet of mafly 
gold on the farcophagus, Jying on jafper 
cufhions, inlaid with precious ftones. No- 
thing can be richer, nor more noble. Ferdi- 
nand L is faid to have defigned this chapel, 
and if fo, he may rank with the firft mo- 
dern architeds. What a. pity that it fhould 

ftill 
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ftUl remaiix unfinifhed! Notwithftandhig 
a confiderable fund was left for this cxprefs 
purpofe, by the laft Princefe of the Medkis 
family, nothing has been done towards it 
fince her death. Addifon, who foretold that 
this family might probably be extin£l before 
their burying-place was completed, has 
proved a much truer prophet than De la 
Lande, who expedled it would be finifhed 
in the reign of ^e Grand Duke Leopold, * 
The dome is quite naked, and the marble 
pavement fcarcely begun j nor is the altar yet 
placed,nor the intended opening made behind 
the high altar of the church, which fhould 
have been the entrance to this chapel. We 
dcfcended into the vault beneath, the floor 
of which IS on a level with the ftreet. In 
this vault all that illiuftrious duftj which once 
made fo much noife in the world, was to 
have been depofited ; but whether it ever 
will, is much to be doubted, for the bodies 
of the Medicis have remained ever fince 
their death, and (UU remain, unburied, al- 
moft entirely occupying the floor of a fmaller 
and more ancient adjoining chapel, the 
/ormer buryin^placc of their family. Each 

Vot. I. :^ QO&fX 
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CofiSb IS cnclofed in a wooden cafe^ or tcm-* 
porary tomb, marked with the names andl 
dates of the deaths of the perfonages within, 
and furrounded with iron rails. 

•^ Here the vile foot of every flavc 
** Infults a Charles> or a Guftave.^ 

Yet it muft be a vile foot indeed that 
tould rudely tread this chapel, and a moft 
infenfible eye that could (behold, without 
aweful veneration, the monuments of 
Michael Angelo which adom its walls. 
What a fublime genius was Michael Angelo ! 
Not a moulding nor a fcroll of his but is 
marked with a charader of greatnefs, which 
fxo other archited ever approached. The 
four recumbent coloflal figures of day and 
night, morning and evening, on thefe tomb& 
are, except, perhaps, his famous Mofes at 
Rome, the moft fublime produdtions of mo^ 
dem fculpture. One does not indeed clear- 
ly perceive what thefe charaders^have to do 
here, at leaft not till one has feea them, for 
then who could wifh them otherwife thati 
they are ? 

We were fhewn, in another chapel, the 

coffins 
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toffins of two mfant children of the Grand 
iDvkt Leopold, waking for interment, under 
Wooden cafes^ like thofe of the Medicis. It 
Vf2LS the intention of this wife and virtuous 
Jprince^ that ho exceptioit ihotild have beea 
iidlowed to hl^ laws concerning burial, not 
even in the cafe of his own family* He 
VTzs toW^ however, that this would be too 
indecent and irreverent, and his plan waa^ 
^ith fome diflSctilty, over-ruled. He do68 
tiot therefi3re merit the cenfure which Mr4 
Arthur Young has beftowed on him in hia 
iate excellent Travels ; Where, in cotrefting 
the prepofteroufly falfe account of theFloren* 
tine burials^ given two ot three years ago 
in the Annual Regifter, he mentions what 
the new law really is^ jtiftly inveighing 
againft the admiffion of exceptions to fuch 
laws. In fad, we find the Grand Duke is 
hot to be blamed for thofe exceptions* 
Princes might aft like reafonablc beings, 
touch more frequently than they do, if they 
Were not bewildered by the advice or flattery 
of fools and knaves. 

The man appointed to fhew thefe chapels, 

pj^ well aa thofe who flicw the gallery' and 
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the palazzcr publico, are in the moft dU$H 
|ut« manner forbidden to take any nusaidy. 
This has a very handfome appearance, and 
the civility of thefe fervants deferyes the 
higheft commendation. The porter of the 
gallery only accepted of a trifling gratuitj. 
The Anunciata is a moil magnificent 
church. Behind the high altar is a chapel 
which the admirable fculptor John of Bologna, 
Mrho lies here, decorated for his own burying^ 
place, with a profufion of ftatues and ba»- 
reliefs. The dome of the church is vaft, 
and very finely painted by Luca Giordana 
There fecmed to be many good pidures be- 
fides, but we wanted light. One of thefe 
we did not much regret, a miraculous picture 
of the Virgin, very fenfibly kept covered, 
except on particular occafions. Adjoining 
to the chapel which contdns this treafure, 
is an oratory fitted up by die laft of the 
Medicis line, the daughter of Cofmo III. 
who married the Ele£tor of Bavaria. Its 
walls are encrufted with the fame rich flones 
as the inlaid tables of the gallery, reprefent- 
ing flowers and fruits ; but the objedls in 
this chapel are in bas-relief. This makes 
7 the 
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the execution more wonderful ; but the ef- 
fect is not fo happy as in the fame things 
reprefented on a flat furface, hj ihc natural 
colours and fhades of the ftones. 

St. Mark's convent bears great reputation 
for the Ikill of its monks in pharmacy^ 
Their produfltiops are known all over Eu- 
rope. Their oils and efTences, packed up in 
little boxes tawdrily decked with filk and 
filver, may be feen at every perfumer's in 
Bond-ftreet. Thefe monks make ottar of 
rofes very good, for about eight pounds 
fterling an ©unce. In their church, the ac- 
complifhed and learned Plcus Mirandolae is 
buried; whofe fine talents, proftituted to 
metaphyfics and fcholaftic divinity, may 
be compared to bank-notes ufed for the moft 
menial purpofes, for which ordinary paper 
would have done juft as well. 

There are doubtlefs many palaces in Flo- 
rence well worth vifiting; but our impatience 
to be at Rome, in Carnival time, hurried us 
from hence, without ffeeing any but the 
Palace Pitti, where the Grand Duke refides, 
and from which is a long covered pafiage 
leading acrofs the river to the gallery, that 
X 3 his 
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his Highfliefs may go there at all times witb^ 
put trouble : nor did the prefence of the late 
Duke ever interrupt any perfon who might 
happen to be there at the time ; on the con- 
trary, he often entered into ccmveriation 
with ftrangers, with the moft amiable con- 
defcenfion. The Palace Pitti is a very large 
""and magnificent houfe, fit for the refidencc 
of a Sovereign j and one is ftruck with won* 
der, at refleding that it was built by a private 
mercantile family, and that family eclipfed 
by the Medicis. The ftyle of the whole i$ 
inajeftic, approaching to heavinefs, and the 
rooms rather dark. Every body knows its 
coUedtion of pidures to be one of the fineft 
in Italy. Its chef d'oeuvre is RaphaelV 
Madonna della Sedia ; and there are fomfc 
portraits by the fame matter in his bcft man- 
ner. Two aftonifhingly fine landfcapes, 
and a battle-piece, by Salvator Rola. Two 
landfcapes, and fomc other things, by Ru- 
bens ; among them a duplicate of that de-^ 
lightful Holy Family with St* John, which 
I have already noticed in one of the Balbi 
palaces at Genoa. Here _are alfo feveral 
works of Andrea del Sarto, and Pietro da 

O)rtona,i 
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Cortona j the latter chiefly In the clelings^ 
and too good for their fituatiqns. Cochin 
has given a pretty full enuiperatioA of th^ 
pidures in this houfe; and Lady Miller has 
tranflated fome of his account, without add- 
ing fo many original remarks as is ufual 
with her. De la Lande is more full than 
either, and now and then hazards an opinion 
pf his own. I hurried through thi§ palace 
too faft to make any new obfervations. In 
the apartments are fome precious cabinets of 
inlaid work ; many very large flabs of TuC- 
can jafper, and foiiie pi<9:ures of architefture 
and fea-ports, with figures, made of filiceoug 
ftones, with incredible art and fuccefs. Wp 
were told that each piece, though only about . 
two feet wide, was the labour of near five 
years. In one of thefe pidures, ia a man in 
ftriped breeches, particularly well executed* 
One cannot but regret that fo much time and 
labour fliould be thrown away, to make what, 
after all, muft be inferior to a painting, ex- 
cept in duration, for thefe works are next to 
eternal. 

Behind this palace is the old garden of 

Boboli, fo often mentioned by Micheli for 

X 4 the 
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tfa« produdion of mofles. It is fpacipus, 
but quite in the ancient formal ftyle, with 
abundance of evergreens, cut into ftraight 
walks, furniflied with ftatues. On the mofly 
trunks of the trees, I found plenty of the 
Hypnum Smitbii of Dickfon, and another 
very curious new fpecies. Here we began 
to meet with great luxuriancy in thefe lower 
tribes of vegetables. Almoft every kind 
produces its frudification regularly, which 
is not the cafe farther north. Hence Mit- 
chell's figures appear exaggerated tp us 
northern botanifts ; and Dillenius never fawc 
the fruaification oilJcben articulatus^ fibred 
by Micheli. We were fortunatf enough to 
verify his reprefentation, having found this 
Lichen with fine red tubercles between Flo- 
rence and Rome, as will be mentioned amprie 
others hereafter. 

We could not help going to fee the Gran^ 
Duke-s mufeum of Natural Hiftory, which, 
like every thing at Florence, is fup^rb. The 
lirft part, on account of its ^mgularity, is the 
moft remarkable. It confifls of models of 
every part of the human body, in coloured 
wax, the fizG of njtture, and moil admirabiy 
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done. The mufcles are imitated better than 
the reft, and are very ufeful ; as thofe parti 
cannot be well preferved by injedlions, or 
any other means. The celebrated Ahh6 
Fontana has the fuperlntendance of thefe 
works, and was fo obliging as to fliew us 
the whole in detail, as well as the artifts 
who were at work, adding to the coUedion, 
and copying the whole for the then Emperor 
Jofeph. The tools ufed are chiefly fticks 
and fpatulae of box-wood, with fmall rods 
of hearted iron. Infinite labour and patiencfe 
are rgquifite in the finifhing, and the wo^k^ 
when done, muft be kept in a very cveh ' 
temperature, that it may neither melt nor 
crack. The fluffed birds of this mufeum 
are neither fine nor numerous. The fifhes 
and reptiles are dried, and pretty good. 
Here ^re feveral good Vermes. The infedts 
and fhells afe tolerable : fome of the latter 
appeared to me wrong named, efpecially 
among the Com; but this is a common cafe. 
The hepidoptera are not fplendid. The 
corals few, except a great variety of the 
red coral, ^;f nobilis. The materia medica, 
upA feeds, make a good figure j and a very 

pleafing 



pleaHng part of the coUedion are models in 
coloured wax of fucculent plants, fungi, &c. 
many of them extremely well executed, 
fipecially Stapelia birfuta^ the Carrion flower. 
Of all the parts of this cabinet, the minerals 
are the mod numerous, and the finefl fpe- 
cimens. Gold ores and gems are very fine, 
and the iron ores from the Ifle of Elba, as 
anight be expe£ked, cSccel every thing of the 
kind elfewhere. Here are a few quadru- 
peds; among them a Hippopotamus, and an 
jclephant with its ikeleton. 

Adjoining to this mufeum is a botanic 
^rden, with a green-houfe, but no flove ; 
the plants are fine, though not numerous ; 
but we thought our pains of going thither 
amply repaid, by feeing an immenfe tree of 
Dracana Draco yWixh the gum called Dragon's 
Blood exuding moft copioufly. We were 
fortunate enough to enjoy much of the fo- 
ciety of the Abbe Fontana, who did us the 
very flattering honour of fpending at our 
lodgings mofl: of the evenings we were at 
Florence j how much to our profit and en- 
tertainment, thofe who know his phyfiologi- 
cal enthufiafm and penetration, need not be 

told. 
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tdd. We alfo received great civilities' frooi 
Mr. Fabroni, Secretary to the Agriculture 
Society^ to whom .we had letters ftom his 
fellow-labourer Mr. Brauflbnct. 

One great objed, in our own way, wa» 
the mufeum of the celebrated Michelle This 
coUedion, confifling of books, drawings, 
xnanufcripts, minerals, corals, and dried 
plants, was bought, after the death of its 
original poffeffor, by his friend Dr. Targioni, 
who afterwards took the name of Tozzetti for 
an eliate. He wrote fome excellent Travels 
through Tufcany, to which I have referred 
in fpeaking of Pifa, and from him the plant 
Targioma was named. His fon, 'who now 
pofieiles thefe relicks, lUcewife a phyiician, 
is a man of the moft engaging fimplicity^ 
jnodefty, and benevolence of manners, wor- 
thy to be the heir of the amiable MichelL 

This herbarium is faid to contaip about 
14,000 fpeqies and varieties, of which the 
latter muft be very numerous. The mofles 
are folded up in fmall pieces of paper, writ- 
ten on by Micheli, with the names by which 
he has publiflied them ; but it is fo trouble- 
ibme to get at them, not to mention the 

want 
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want of abfolute certain^, as the names are 
ntA. fixed to the fpedmens, that we found 
it impradicable to do much towards corred:-^ 
ing fynonyms during our fhort ftay. His 
Ceratofpermum^ tab. 56. feemed to be one 
of the very common Spbmrias or Ljcopcr^ 
dans^ and we could not perceive the horn* 
like feeds ; but that I doubt not was our 
fault, and not the faithful Mlchdi's. We 
examined fome rude drawings of the Orchis 
tribe; and fome very good microfcopic 
ones, done by the prefent Mr. T. Tozzetd, 
of marine plants and corallines 5 they were 
intended for an unpublifhed work of Micheli, 
continued by his father. A great number 
of thefe drawings arc already engraved, and 
their pofleflbr has very liberally prefented 
me with impreffions of them ; a library 
curiofity, which I fhould rejoice to have 
him render of lefs value (as a rarity) by 
publifhing thefe excellent plates. The mi- 
nerals and corals of this coUedion are very 
numerous, and, being ticketed by Micheli 
and Targioni, have that peculiar value 
which renders the original mufeum of a 
working naturalift fo far preferable to thofis 

of 



of Emperors and Princes deftitute of focli 
authority* , This reminds me of the Medi- 
cean Library at St. Lorenzo, The room 
Ivhich contains it is built by Michael An- 
geloy as the majeftic fcrolls, baluflrades and 
cornices abundantly evince. The books are 
all manufcripts, many of them very rare. 
The moft ancient is a Virgil of the fifth 
century* 

We fearched many bookfellers fhops at 
Florence, and found immenfe piles of old 
books in garrets and lumber-rooms, unknown 
for the moft part to thofe who poffeffed 
them. Our pains of tumbling them over 
were fcarcely repaid, as we met with non 
thing of peculiar value, except Columna's 
Ecpbrafis^ and the fine editio princeps of 
Paul Jovius de Pifcibus Romanorum^ both 
very cheap. We had the fmgular fortune of 
occafioning Steno's rare and curious treatife 
t)efolido intra folidum naturaUUr contento^ to 
be out of print, by purchafing four copies, all 
that remained at the Ducal printing-oflSce, 
and which had, of courfe, been there ever 
fmce 1669, the date of its publication. 

We went one evening to the Comic Opera, 

and 



tani law a kind of comedj whiioiit ffiiili& 
Several of the fpedators were in raaiks and 
dominos, it being CamiYal time ; and thert 
Were many women in men's clothes, an 
odious cuftom, which all the female fex 
ought to difcountenance. Nothing can btf 
knore contrary to their trueft intercfts, either 
fis a difadvantage to their perfons, for they 
generally look deteftably awkward and ugly^ 
or as tend&g to occafion the moft horrid per^ 
Verfion of tafte and fentiment in our fex. For 
one depraved appetite that they may chance 
to pleafe under this metamorphofis, they 
touft furely difguft a hundred natural bnes^ 
This fafliion is by no means cotifined to 
licentious women, for the bulk of thofe we 
faw werie evidently otherwife ; and I believe 
no woman can go into the pit during the 
Carnival in any other drefs. We had ibme 
facetious rencounters with feveral droll maiks 
in the flxeets* 

The mufical opera at Floi*ence is verf 
good, though the admiflion price fo low as 
three pauls^ not quite eighteen-pence. We 
law the Grand Duke there one evening 
maiked. One of the interludes was a te- 

prefentatioa 
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|5fefentation of the Battle on the Madrid 
Bridge of Pifa, which for niany ages has 
been fought there every thtee years, betweea 
two parties of the town Vpeople^ The pre- 
fent government has wifely difcouraged this 
barbarous pradlice^ if it be not totally abo^ 
lifhed. The cotifequences were much toa 
ferious to allow of its being tolerated in anjfi 
community above . a den of banditti, £ot 
many lives were always facrificed, before 
either party would refign its ftation on the 
bridge. 

The government of Tufcahy is vtrelt 
known to have undergone many very .im- 
portant reformations under the Grand Duke 
Leopold ; and his Criminal Code of Laws h 
too celebrated throughout Europe to need 
Hn explanation here. We were curious to 
iearn the efFeds of this code j and with re-* 
fpe6l to the police of the capital, formerly 
tooft execrable, we were told that the fafety 
of the ftreets was now perfect 5 that rob-^ 
beries and outrages were quite unknown, 
infomuch that any fum of money might 
be carried about the town at mid-night, ad 
fafely as at noon-day. The punifhments of 
J ' confinement 
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cenfinement and labour were much mord 
dreaded than deaths and more efpecially as 
they were inevitable in cafes of real guilt. The 
Sovereign was faid to be extremely vigilant 
as to the execution of juflice ; he had much 
reftrained the licentioufnefs and tyranny of 
the nobility, for which he was, of courie^ 
hated and traduced by them. He was even 
Reported to have carried his authority to a 
fevcre length in his own family* It was 
yrhifpercd to us, that the Duchefs herfelf was 
then under a fpecies of confinement, for 
having taken too earned a part with one of 
her fons, who had been a little refiradioryi 
The particulars of the cafe were not known, 
and the affair foon after blew oven The 
laws agaiuft burying in towns and churches 
appear not to have been made before they 
were wanted, for we heard the moft authen->- 
tic accounts of the extreme offenfivenefs. of 
the churches^ and the dreadful confequaiceg 
pf their contagion, occafioned by the former 
mode of burial. Upon the whole, there is 
no doubt that the late Grand Duke was a 
moft vigilant and welf-meaning prince, whofe 
prevailing objed throughout his reign was 

what 
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what he really believed to be the good of 
his fubjefts. He might be miftaken or miC* 
guided fometimes, for he was a man ; but 
the world cannot honour too highly fo up- 
right and wife a prince^ even though he 
were not infallible. Its praife, indeed, is but 
** a puff of noify breath," of very little value^ 
confidering how often it has been beftowed 
on ruffians, under the name of heroes, rather 
than on really beneficent kings j but when 
hiftory becomes lefs venal, and more philo- 
fophical, the reign of Leopold, in his fmall 
ftate of Tufcany, will make a bright fpot in 
her page. She will delineate him planting 
the feeds of beneficent inftitutions, which, 
humanity bids us hope, will take deep root, 
and fpread very far for the good of pofterity^ ' 
She will lament that his adive life was cut 
ihort, even in its bloom, before he had time 
to exercife his wifdom in a larger field of 
a£tion; and fhe will have, alas! to record, 
with blufhing indignation, by what kind of 
death fo valuable a life was difgraced. 

We were extremely well fatisfied with our 
inn at Florence, Vanini's. Our fuit of apart- 
ments confiftcd of two lodging- rooms, a 
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dining-room, and a fervant's room, with 
clofets, &c. for fix paul$, not quite three 
iiilllings, a day. For dinner we paid eight 
pauls each, including an ample fupply of the 
delicious Florence wine. I cannot help do* 
ing juftice to eur valet de place, Clemente^ 
by recording his name, as he may probably 
live to be ufefiil to many future travellers* 
Never was a more intelligent, nor a more 
obliging guide* 
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CHAR XIX, 



»RdM tLORENCB TO ROME, BY SllNtTAt #: 

Febk U X HE fame voiturin wtio brought 
tis from Pifa, undertook to convey us to 
Rome for ten fequins, all accommodatioa 
included; pxcept that we ftipulated to re- 
main a day at Sienna at our own expence. I 
make no apology for recording the particu*- 
Jars of thefe little arrangements, well know?- 
ing how ufeful they are to other travellers, 
and how glad we fhould have been to have 
been pre-informed on fuch points our- 
felves. 

Leaving Florence at nine in the mornings 
Vre travelled over a hilly and pidurefque 
country, efpecially towards evening, when 
ieveral Very rich and extenfive landfcapes 
prefented themfelves, with quite a Claude's 
flcy. The more we faw of Italian land-i 
y 2 fcApe, 
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fcape, the more reafon wc found to admire 
this excellent painter. The glowing reful- 
gence of his evenings^ an4 the clear bright- 
nefs of his; mid-day fkies^ which one is^ 
fometimes apt to think exaggerations and 
improvements of nature, are the very tints 
of nature herfelf in thiis delightful climate.^ 
and all his variations of tffcQ, are ihidlly 
and exactly her own. Slept at Poggiboufi, 
twenty-four miles from Florence. 

FeB. 2. We fet out at feven, and arrived at 
Sienna by dinner time. 'AH the way, by the 
road fide, obferved Mefpilus Pyracantbus 
growing in great abundance, in the manner 
of our common black-thorn, whofe place it 
feems to occupy on wafte ground, and is bf 
the fame humble fize and deprefled figure* 
Here and there grew Helleborus byemalis 
(Winter Aconite), H. niger ? and fcetidus. 
The hue of the foil towards Sienna is ex- 
adlly that variety of yellows and browns 
feen in the Sienna marble. 

This town is handfomely built, and very 
finely lituated otl a hill, commanding a 
noble profped every way> which^ however. 
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was concealed from our view till next morn- 
ing, by a thick mift enveloping the fummit 
of the hill. Such elevated fituations muft 
often be " cloud-capt/' when the humble 
valleys are bright and ferene. 

The cathedral of Sienna, its principal 
boaft, is a very highly ornamented and ele- 
gant gothic pile, entirely of marble.^ The 
marble pavement, Angular in its kind, re- 
prefents various pieces of fcripture hiftory, 
the figures, larger than life, being white, and 
the ground dark. The fhades are produced 
by a large kind of engraving. I cannot ad- 
mire the efFed, nor is a floor the place where 
one would wifh to ftudy hiftory ; but the 
outlines are in a great ftyle. Cochin com- 
pares them to the fineft works of Raphael. 
If fuch a comparifon may be admitted, it 
muft be underftood of his cartoons, rather 
than of his more delicate performances. 
There are many good ftatues in the church. 
The baptiftery is under the choir, and we 
had the curiofity to attend a chriftening, 
which is of all filthy and ridiculous fights 
one of the worft. The prieft fpits repeatedly 
pn his thumb, and dabs it on different parts 
Y 3 of 
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of the child's face a«d perfon ; then he give§ 
the infant a candle to hold, and all this while 
mumbles Latin as fail as his tongue can wag. 
To complete the farce, the ignorant nurfe 
makes refponfes in the fame language ! We 
faw the fame ceremony afterwards at Rome, 
and in other places; fo we have every reafon 
to think it was perfectly orthodox baptifm,and 
^ot a piece of mummery aded by buffoons, 
who had got poffeffion of the church and 
holy veftments,, on purpofe to make fools 
of us heretics. Did a Ganganelli or a Fene^- 
Jon approve of (imilar ceremonies ? Surely 
not J but they winked at fuch ignorancie, 
that they might more certainly dired: their 
glorious aim to more important objed:s, in 
ftrokes often invifible to groffer intelle<fl5 ; 
but for whpfe fure fuccefs they repofed in 
humble confidence on that Being, a ray of 
whofe own bepevolence animated their en- 
deavours. 

Sienna pofltfTes two very ^ble anatomifls, 
Profeflbr Mjifcagni, and his diffgdor Dr. Se- 
jnenzi, We waited on them with letters 
from Dr. Batt, of Genoa, and were very 
well r^^eivei^. Thefe ^epi^emen excel par- 
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ticularly in their preparations of the lym- 
phatic veflels. The plates of Dr. Mafcag- 
ni's work, which were already engraved, 
and have fince been publifhed, fliew the 
mafterly manner in which their injedions 
have been made. Unfortunately they do 
not preferve their preparations any longer 
than to have them drawn ; fo that thofe who 
wifti to verify their accuracy, by confulting 
original fpecimens, can have no fatisfadion, 
and might reafonably doubt the fidelity of 
thofe exquifite plates. From what we faw, 
however, I have no doubt of the truth of 
every ftroke. We obferved injedions thrown 
about as rubbifh, which ia 6ther fchools 
would Have been " Ihrined in cryftal,'* 
as the choiceft rarities. Expreffing our re- , 
gret at this negled, they aflured us fuch pre- 
parations coft them little or no trouble, and 
could be made whenever they were wanted 
for demonftrations, efpecially as bodies were 
always abundant at Sienna, the profeflbr of 
anatomy having a right to diflea: every 
perfon who dies in the hofpital, and to do 
what he pleafes with the body after the re- 
ligious rites are performed. The principal 
y 4 inftru^ 
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inftniments ufed for thefe injcdlioad are 
very fin^ and almoft capillary glafs tubes ; 
but we did not percpve that Dr. MafcagUx^s 
were finer than what we had feen before. 

. Thefe gentlemen conduced us through 
the hofpital, which is fpacious, clean, and 
airy, remarkably free from bad fmells. The 
profped from it, perhaps, one of the fineft 
inland views in Europe. . How much better 
a chance muft patients have in fuch a fitua- 
tion, than in the old Hotel Dieu of Paris, or 
any fimilar places !* Here is a peculiar kind 
of iron ftove for the chemical operations, 
and a fimilar one in the kitchen, by which 
a number of things are heated at once, with 
a third part of the fuel that a common chim-i> 
ney would require. The flame is copfined 
in an iron chamber, and carried round the 
pots laterally. There are various dampers to 
moderate it, by regulating the quantity of 
air admitted. The hofpital at Florence, 
which we heard was a clean and good one, 
for we had not time to fee it, has the fame 
Jcind of floves as thefe/%They were invents 
ed by a Florentine 

In th? ghvjrqh of th? hofpital, behind thq 
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altar, is a fine frefco of the pool of Bethefda, 
by the Chevalier Conca. 

In the great piazza, or market place, ftands 
the Palazzo Publico, the ancient fenate-houfe 
of the republic, whicjh the people feem ftill 
to venerate, as reminding them they once 
were a republic. This palace has a very 
lofty brick tower, from which there muft be 
a moft noble view. I longed to afcend it, 
but indolence and hurry deterred me. On 
the oppofite fide of the fquare is an ancient 
marble fountain of admirable workmanfhip, 
byjacomo della Quercia, furnamed del Fonte 
from this performance. 

The botanical profeiTor here, named Bar- 
talini, has publifhed an Italian work on the 
plants of this neighbourhood. We called on 
him, but he was out of town* We fearched 
feveral bookfeller's fhops, but found few curi^ 
ofities, except a Lucca edition of Linnasus's 
Fundamenta Botanica, with two or three 
others of his leffer works, all in one volume. 
The cabinet of natural hiftory is poor 
and fmall. In the public library are fome 
Greek manufcripts of the New Teftament, 
with fine illuminations. 

7 Feb. 
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FeL 3. After an early dinner had a plea- 
fant ride, of fixteen miles, over an elevated 
country, to the little fhabby town of Buon 
Convento. 

We overtook on the road a female pilgrim, 
in a habit of black ferge, with a ftafF in her 
hand, and a madonna at her breaft. She 
was going to Rome, and being known to 
our driver, he befought our permiffion to let 
her ride on the broad flat back of the carriage, 
ufually occupied by trunks ; but we had de-. 
clined trufling ours there out of fight. We 
readily granted leave, only regretting there 
was no better place to offer her. We after- 
wards found fhe was going to her hulband, 
a man-fervant, at Rome, and that her pil- 
grim's habit was put on merely to proteflt 
her from infult or fufpicion on the road* 
She feemed a much greater obje<3: of charity 
than the begging abbe, ^nd we endeavoured 
to make her journey as eafy as we could — 
Nay, fmile not gentle, re^^der — whatever ad- 
venture the feverifh lechery of a Sterne might 
have achieved, or talked of achieving, with 
this poor pilgf im, we had not his fancy to 

fee 



fee either youtli, beauty, or fentiment under 
her ^weeds, 

FeL 4. At four o'clock in the morning 
•we fallied forth from the old gothic gates 
of Buon Convento, and winding down a 
fteep hill by moon-light, after fome houts 
pafTed through Torrinieri, a decent town, 
from which is an extenfive view ; but the 
day was dull and mifty. At length Ricoijfi 
prefented itfelf, a poor little inn, in an open 
country (much like that between Carlifle 
and Edinhurghl, twenty-one miles from 
Buon Convento ; and here, fpeaking meta- 
ptiorically, we dined. From hence wc 
began to afcead the very high hill of Radi- 
cofani, which had been in fight as far off 
as Torrinieri, or before. On its miferable 
top is the miferable town. The whole coun- 
try is mifery itfelf. Accordingly we found 
abundaqce of rock Lichens, as geograpbicus^ 
fartllus^ ;z^^^r (Hudf.), and feveral others 
which grow in the King s-park at Edinburgh, 
with one or two nondefcript fpecies, Here 
is that fpacious old inn fo well defcribed by 
Lady Miller (vol. 2. p. 183). We had not the 
felicity of entering it, or of fupping on grif- 
fin 
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fin and rotten eggs ; but were amply in- 
demnified where we did fup, at la Novella, 
than which furely Radicofani itfelf cannot 
be more exquifitely wretched. This Novella 
is a folitary hovel in a lonely fpot, as com- 
fortlefs as itfelf, thirteen miles from Ricorfi. 
To fpeak ferioufly, and a very ferious fa<9: it 
is to thofe who are likely to come this way, 
this is undoubtedly the worft inn we met 
wi^Ji on the continent, 

Feb. 5. We left it at five* The dull day 
was in harmony with our fpirits and the 
fcene around. The only bright point in view 
was the road, for that le;4 towards Rome. 
At Ponte Centino, a narrow pafs, we entered 
the Pope's territories. Here the bulk of our 
baggage was fealed up, unexamined, that it 
jnight go undifturbed to Rome. A few 
miles farther on (lands Aquapendente, an 
old town on a hill. Juft on entering it are 
fome moift mofly rocks, which promifed 
much botanical fport had we had time. 
Snowdrops were in flower upon them. 
From this town the anatomift Fabricius ab 
Aquapendente took his name. He is equally 

celebi'ated 
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celebrated for his accuracy in difcovering the 
valves of the veins, and for his want of pe* 
netration in not finding out their real ufcj^ 
which is to prevent a reflux of blood towards 
the heart* Not knowing the circulation of 
the vital fluid, he fuppofed it to go the con- 
trary way to what it does, and that thefe 
valves fanned it along ; whereas they will 
not allow a drop to pafs them in that direc^ 
tion. Such different talents are obfervatioa 
and judgment ! 

At St. Lorenzo Nuova, a new-built village 
on a hill, fixteen miles from Novella, we 
dined^ and then defcended the hill, to the 
old town of St. Lorenzo alle grotte, which 
ftands near the fine lake of Bolfene. Here 
we rejoiced to, find ourfelves again in a plea- 
fant country, *amid the beauties and rarities 
of nature, for here the trees produced Byp^^ 
num fciuroides and gracile^ both in fruit, and 
Lightfoot's Lichen glomuUfcrui. Great part 
of the town of St. Lorenzo is in ruins, its 
inhabitants having been tranfplanted to the 
new town on the hill. The neighbourhood 
is full of caves hewn out of the rock, n>* 
'mantic enough, but rather too promifing of 

banditti* 
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bartditth Many of them are, in fad, inlia^ 
hited by very poor people. We met with 
nothing to moleft us, nor faw any living 
creatures, except two fmiling boys. One of 
whom called the other Rafaelle, and both 
ran and hid themfelves> like rabbits, in the . 
taves. 

The road leads beautifully along the mar- 
gin of the lake, which is a-noble obje(3:, be-* 
ing about ten miles long, and having two or 
three rocky iflands. Bolfeiie we did not 
cater, but pafled on to Monte Flafqcnc, a 
little ^town on a very high hill, fixteen miles 
from our dining-place, and put up for the 
night at an inn without the walls. Neat 
Bolfene are fome very Well formed bafaltid 
rocks clofe to the road. The pillars are 
very diftin<3:, about a foot in diameter, and 
have each fix, feven, or eight fides. 

Monte Fiafcone, literally tranflated, means 
mount great-bottle^ and I can find no better' 
reafon for the name than the huge clumfy- 
dome of the church, which is feen at a con- 
fiderable diftance everyway, and looks like 
a great bottle ; but whether the church was 
built for the name, or the name given 6n ac- 
count 
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count of the church, I am not informed*, 
The town is paltry. We walked into a fiel4 
after dark to examine fome fmgular lightSji 
which appeared to be either Will-of-the-wifp& 
or fome luminous infefts ; but could not 
come up with them, and after fome time, 
finding ourfelves on the brink of a precipice, 
the ardour of our purfuit was fomewhajt 
damped* • 

Feb. 6. The more faithful light of the 
moon fmiled on us at five in the morning, 
and we purfued our journey, eleven miles, 
to Viterbo j the country flat and marfhy, 
Viterbo is a pretty little town, paved with 
large irregular flat fl:ones, like Florence ; but 
the ftreets are not kept fo clean as they 
might be* We looked into a church or two, 
but found nothing remarkablce From this 
place the road for five miles gradually afcend-* 
ed a hill, and when we arrived at its fummit, 
the extenfive profpedi amply repaid out 
toils. The fea glittering in the funftiine, 
wafe eafily feen on our right ; and a beauti- 
ful filvery lake, the fource of the Tercia, 
was under our feet. But to botanifts thisi 

hill 
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hill afforded flill higher gratificatidn« tti 
ridge is clothed with a wood of old trees, 
and their trunks covered with a luxuriant 
garb of the fined Lichens and moffes in the 
world, as Hypnum fciuroides and many others 
in fructification ; Uchen glaucus in the fame 
ftate, which I never faw before nor fince^ 
though I have fcarched for it repeatedly in 
other places; Uchen glomuliferus with its 
lingular green balls; L^ fcrobiculatus^^suX 
many others of lefs note. From the branches 
of thefc trees hang the moft luxuriant wav^ 
ing feftoons of the filamentous Lichens^ as 
jubatus and articulattis^ both together not 
unaptly refembling dark brdwn hair, inter- 
woven with firings of pearls. The latter 
bore numerous flefliecoloured tubercles, ex* 
adlly as Micheli figures and defcribes them, 
but which I do not know that any botanift 
befides has feen. In fhort we were enrap- 
tured with this wood, and only regretted the 
impoffibility of fearching it as it deferved* 
The voice of our voiturin foon diffipated 
our botanical reveries,, and recalled us to 
our duty* We defcended into a plain, and 
pafFed through Ronci^lione, a pretty confi- 

derable 



iJei^We Village, \iv5th fome hbufeS Built m^n 
toufoally good ftyk^ with fihefy' propor* 
tioned windows* Kloiitie FLofi^'^ere we 
iQef)t^is anothervillage twehty-twSKmiles^^^^ 
Vkerbo^-^fo fhott wfere foi&etka#s''«tir^ay's 
journeys ) In juftke to th^ p6op ttaduced 
iiHis of IlaJy,^ I think it bright to • mention 
that here, for the iBrft time, we m^t with 
damp iheets, and were dbli^<i to have theto 
dried. 1 do not think I evet^ difcoVered dirt3J' 
flieets in Italy^ though always very fcrupu* 
lous in my examinations' on that head* 
England is certainly the moft iodcUcate of 
ali civilized nations with rcfjped to .bed and 
table linen. Our great inns aite Ief& to be 
trufted about Iheets than any abroad* 

F^k j^ This v^^ a toornmg of e^jqpe£ta*. 
tion; for we w*re now within twenty-five 
miles of Rome.' We cheerfully obeyed out 
faith&l condu^br's early funrnidris-, and 
were in the chaife by five o'etocfc^ After 
travelling about nine miles, the world's me- 
tropolis prefented itfelf to dUr longing eyes^ 
being diftinftly feen from the brow of a hill^ 
at fixteen miles diftance. That vaft plain, 

Vot. It Z the 
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the Cajjap^inra of Rome, was flretchcd out 
before us- as far as the eye could reach; It 
was iU^m>na(l;ed by the fun, but no diiQ:in^ 
pbjefts were difcoverable j at leaft we did 
not know exadly where to look for Tivoli, 
Frcfcati, &c. nor had we any one who could 
explain the landfcape. Not even the view 
of the world's .metropolis, however, could 
make me negled to ftoop for the veiy fm* 
gular Ptfum Ocbrusy or winged pea. It 
grew on the brow of the hill juft mentioned* 
A little^ farther, on we obferved abundance of 
cork trjees, ' loWf and; ftumpy. Our mules 
were more than/ufually alert, for we entered 
llome, full of curiofity, about noon* 

When ftill at a few mil^s diftance> we were 
anxious to difcover, among all the magnifi- 
cent dqiite* - of the .city, which was St, 
Peter-s. ^ In fome points of view one ap- 
peared the largeft, then again anpther feemed 
to bear away the palm, St. .Carlo's' in the 
Corfo for a Jong time eclipfed the others, 
and we had almoft determined that to be 
St. Peter's, when lo ! from behind a hill, 
which had till now concealed it, the real St. 
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PeWs came forth in all its majefty, feeming 
tp fay to the vulgar herd of tqmples/ 

" Hide your diminiflied heads!** 

The entrance of Rome, by the Porta del 
Popolo, is noble, and the area fpacious; 
the three ftreets branching off from, that 
area afford a good perfped^iv?, though 
th^y abound in mean houfes. This entrance 
is well delineated by Piranpfi. Oijt entering 
the gates, a man prefented himfelf to ac^ 
compariy us to the Cuflom-hpufe^ where we 
Jiad very little trouble, nor any more ex-^ 
pence than five pauls. We foutid this cele- 
brated city more airy and cleanly, as well as 
more magnificent, than we expected, for 
X-ady Miller's affertipn, of the ftreets being 
for the mofl part not paved, is erroneous. 
After leaving the Cuflom-houfe, we put up at 
Pio's excellent hotel in the Piazza di Spagna^ 
]by the recommendation of our hpfl at Flp-* 
rence^ This hotel is always entirely oqcu* 
pied by the Puke pf Gloucgfler when af 
Rome J but his Royal Highnefs being then 
At Naples, we lefTer perfonages eafily fbun4 
adipittance. After dinner we engaged ^ 



talet de place, who had fattened himfelf on 
us at the Cuftom-houfe ; but he proved 
drunk and of little ufe, fo we ventured to 
fally forth alone, to explore this rich mine 
of knowledge. We Humbled on the Anto- 
nine column and the Pantheon. The por- 
tico of the latter aftoniflied us by its gran- 
deur and the immenfity of its granite columns. 
The infide appeared to advantage in the 
dufk of the evening, A calm and folemn 
tranquillity is difFufed over the mind on en- 
tering the Pantheon, which I never felt be- 
fore in any fituation, except fometimes in a 
yery majeftic grove clear of underwood* 
The yellow marble pilafters, decorating the 
infide„ are of noble dimenfions and propor- 
tions; but their fluting is remarkably ih^Uow 
— I had almoft ventured to fay too fHallqw^. 
and that all their parts project too little. 

At the Englifh cofFee-houfe, where many 
of our newfpapers may be feen,. and which 
is frequented by Englifhmen, efpecially ar- 
tifls, I was fo fortunate as to meet with the 
Abbe Correa de Serra, now fecretary to the 
Academy of Sciences at Lilbon. With this^ 
gentleman I fiiA became acquainted at Mr- 

de 
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^ Juffieu's at Paris. He had refided twelve 
years at Rome formerly, and was attached to 
the place by all the enthufiafm which a man 
of fo much fine tafte andextenfive literaturft 
muft feel in fuch a refidence, though he had 
(ince lived many years in Portugal, his na-^ 
live country. No acquaintance could be 
more fortunate for us. His information and 
his introductions were alt-fufficient for every 
thing we might want here. We had pur-^ 
pofety declined all letters for Rome, except 
one or two aeceifary ones, meaning to de- 
vote our time folely and uniformly to the 
ftudy of paintings, ftatues, and buildings ; 
avoiding all fociety and all diffipation, well 
knowing how infuflScient the longeft time 
we could fpare muft be, amid fo many 
objeds ; and forefeeing great interruptions 
to our purfuits, if we were to aflbciate with 
travellers, or get drawn into fociety of any 
kind. As far as we kept to this plan, we 
were the better for it. We had determined. 
to put ourfelves under the guidance of the 
beft cicerone to be found, for the better ac- 
complifhment of our main ends* There 
Z 3. are 
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kt6 fcveral very able men of this profef&oti 
at Rome, who undertake to condud: parties 
of ftrangers to every thing worth notice^ 
and to give them all poffible information 
on the fubjeft. By a diligent attendance 
every day, the whole is accomplifhed in 
about three months, and the expence is very 
moderate. Meeting the Abbe Correa, how- 
ever, quite changed our plan in this refpeft. 
We could not have a better companion than 
himfelf, whenever his engagements would 
allow him to be with us ; and we were both, 
from books, pretty well informed before- 
hand of what we were to look for ; fo that 
we did not want a guide fo much as a critic 
to confult* Magnani's guide-book eafily 
direded us to any particular objed which 
we might be difpofed to examine; and with 
that book in our hands we fooii found our- 
felves as much at home here as at London^ 
By this plan we avoided many inconve- 
niences ; as all contrariety of opinions 
about what Ihould be done each day; all 
the fretfulnefs and dullnefs of ignorant or 
indolent companions^ all falie lights and 

party 
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party prejudices, from which the clcerones, 
in confequence of their connexions with 
different artiftS| and other biafes, are not al- 
ways free. 
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CHAP. XX. 



. ST. Peter's church. 



I 



T was impoffible to defer vifiting St.Peter^a 
any longer than the firft day after our arri- 
val at Rome. The cfFed of the colonade 
before it was different from what we ex- 
peded. All prints make it appear too long^ 
and the fountains too fmall. The beft view I 
have ever feen of this church, is in a picture 
at the Villa Borghefe. 

The whole building is of a kind of fta- 
laftitical ftone, called Pietra di Tivoli, be- 
caufe the principal quarries of it are at that 
place. It is very hard, but of an extremely 
porous unequal texture, fo as not to look 
well when feen too near; not unlike the 
ftone ufed for building at Madock, but lefs 
porous, and at a fmall diflance looks like 

new 
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aew PdwJaftd done. Such is -the appear* 
aace. of St. Peter's, One would think 
it had fcarcely been finiftied a twelvemonth.. 
The pediment, as has been often obfeired, 
IP too fmall, and the whole weft front far 
inferior in majefty to that of our St. Paurs, 
extept tbe.colonade ; and I am not fure whe- 
ther that, however magnificent as a part^ 
cbcs not leflen the effed of the church itfelf. 
Nothing can be finer than the two fountains 
perpetually playing; their vaft vdumc of wa- 
ters, thrown into various forms by the wind, 
is one of the nobleft objeds imaginable. Rome 
is the only place to fee really fine fountains : 
how different from the impertinent iquirts 
of Verfailles ! We found by our valet, that 
the old ftory of Queen Chriftina's fuppofing 
thefe Roman fountains to be made to play 
on purpofe to amufe her, is now transferred 
to the prefent Queen of Naples. This is 
the common fate of fuch anecdotes. 

But although St. Paul's may very well 
bear a comparifon with St. Peter's as to its 
outfide, the fuperiority of the latter within 
is decided indeed ! Lefs, perhaps, with re- 
ijped to architedure than cleanlinefs, light- 

fomenefs. 
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•fodiefteft, and, above all, richrtcfs of decofdy 
tion. The veftibtile too is totally wanting 
in St. Paul's. 

, On entering the church, we were fenfihle 
of the efFedl fo generally mentioned, its 
not appearing fo large as we expefted ; but 
this idea wore away every time afterwards^ 
At the firft vifit we were too much diftradied 
by the variety of objects, to attend to any 
thing properly. We therefore took a cup- 
fory view of the whole, and often returned 
afterwards with new pleafure to the fame 
magnificent fcene. As it is of no confe- 
quence to the reader in what order we law 
things, I Ihall colIetS together, under one 
view, a few of our remarks made at different 
times, avoiding as much as pofiible faying 
what others have faid, or at leaft avoiding 
faying it in the fame manner. 

The great pilafters of the nave are only 
coloured to imitate blue and white marble, 
although the reft of the building and decora- 
lions are almoft all of different kinds of mar- 
ble. How eafily might St. Paul's be paints 
•ted in the fame manner ! or if only whiter 

wafliedj 
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Vmfh'ed) what an advantage would it be to 
its appearance ! 

The fuperb canopy of bronze over th« 
high altar, and the hundred filver kmps 
continually burning before it, are defcribed 
in every book. The glorious dome above^ 
conftruded with a lightnefs and magnificence 
equally furprifmg and .pleafing to the be-* 
holder, has been as often defcribed; but 
wordft cannot do it juftice, nor would I 
have any one hope to get an adequate/idea 
of it by contemplating the gloomy cupola 
of St. Paul's. 

The aifles are occupied by a number of 
altars, the altar-pieces of which are accurate 
copies, in mofaic, of the moft celebrated 
pidlures in Rome, which by this means arc 
immortalized; for nothing but the entire 
' downfall of. the building can ever do thefe 
mofaics the leaft injury, while the originals 
are daily approaching to decay. 

The beft in the church is perhaps that of 
St. Petronilla, after the pidure of Guercino, 
J)referved in the Palace of Monte Cavallo, 
efteemed one of the four firft pidures in 
HtDsme; for the only three allowed to be com- 
parable 
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parable to it are, the Transfiguration of 
Raphael, the St. Jerome of ' Domenichino, 
and the Defcent from the Crois of Daniel 
de Volterra, or rather Michael Angelo. So 
connoifTeurs have decided, and it becomes 
us humbly to aflent. I only beg leave not 
to confine my admiration entirely within 
fuch narrow limits. To fay the truth, I 
have contemplated many pidures with more 
pleafure than the Transfiguration of Raphael. 
The want of keeping, in making the hill fo 
low, is a glaring abfurdity ; and with relped 
to our Saviour, with Mofes and Elias hang- 
ing in the air, three figures of elder pith 
fufpended by threads, and eledrified fo as to 
repel each other, would have nearly the 
fame attitudes. 

The mofaics of the crucifixion of St. Se- 
baftian, and the death of St. Jerome, after 
Domenichino, St. Bafil faying mafs, after 
Subleyras, with feme others, are excellent, 
and inferior to the pictures from which they 
af e taken in fome minutiae of drawing only^ 
as the Abbe Richard obferves. 

The fculptures of this magnificent church 

are fcarcely lefs worthy our attention. The 
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ihoft ftriking of all is thebas-relief of Attik 
prevented from approaching Rome by the 
apparitions of St Peter and St. Paul in the 
air. It confifts of a number of figures a» 
large as life, by Algardi, of whom I fliall .have 
more to fay in Ijpeaking of Bologna. This 
fculpture is placed over the altar of St. Leo, 
in whofe pontificate the event it reprefents 
was faid to have happened. For though the 
ftory is allowed by catholic writers to be a 
fable, it was too good a ftoiy to be loft. The 
holy fathers have therefore permitted it to 
be perpetuated, even in the fanduary of 
pretended truth. The more enlightened 
fpedator may take it as an allegory, while 
the multitude, if they pleafe, may believe 
it as gofpeL If an error, it is one on the 
right fide. ... 

Of all the ftatues of faints in the nave 
iand tribune, the moft celebrated, at leaft in 
Trench books, is St. Dominic by Le Gros^ 
becaufe the artift was* a Frenchman. The 
faint i^jttftlyreprefented as a furious zealot, 
and accompanied by his ufual emblem, a. 
dog with a lighted torch in his mouth ; ah 
emblem io infernal, that when J firft faw 

it 
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k attributed to this faint and hitf order, in 
that bitter fatire the Mmachologiay I took 
it for a farcafm, as I fliQuld the ftatue ia 
queftion, if I had met with it in a profane 
place. The fculptor has given fuch a diabo-* 
lical countenance to the animal^ that I know 
pot whether he or his mafter be the moft 
ill-Iooking dog of the two. 

The figure of th? Virgin with the dead 
Chrift on her lap, one of the eariieft works 
of Michael Angelo, is unpleafant in defign, 
and ftifFand hard in execution ; but the ex-r 
preffioh is affefling, . though far inferior tq 
that of his inimitable bas-relief of the famq 
fubjedt in the Albergo at Genoa. 
• Of the monuments, that of Queen Chrif-» 
tina claims our attention, more on her ac^ 
count than its own. That ;of the Countel^ 
Matilda has moire m^rit ; but liier figure is 
too Ihort to be graceful, according to the 
prefent fafhion. Thofe of the different 
Popes are of various merit; but having been 
chiefly the work of Bernini, are in a heavy 
turgid manner. The children upon that of 
Urban VIII. are remarkably fo; but the 
head of Charity is charming, find the figure 
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of the Ppge v^ry good* ; This maufoleOm 
is nevferthelgfs principally remarkable for tho 
happy thought of the three bees, which are 
the arms of the. Pope; djrfperfed vpbn hw' 
tomb, in allufion to the misfortunes of hi^ 
famity after Jiis death, his nephews having 
^een obliged to fly to the protefUon of 
France. What fliall we fay to De la Lande, 
who, although this moft beautiful and ftrik-r 
ing allegory was pointed out to him, could 
not underftand it ? See his VoyagCy torn. 3, 
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Oppofite to "this ftand« the tomb of P^ulIIL 
by William Delta Porta, very celebrated, and 
not undeferv^dly, as a^ cOmpofition. The 
figure of Prudence i? faid by fome to reprer 
fent a miftrefs of thi^ good Pope's, and^ thaf 
of Juftice "his natural daughter. - Whether 
it be fp or not,! fhouldjnot apprehend bgip^ 
led into, any imprudence^ as Magnani delif 
cately calls it, by the charms of this lait- 
menti9j;i^d^lacjy, as isfafd tp haye h2^ppeJled 
to a certaia amorous abbe, before her pjrf^ 
fent drapery of , bronze was adjufted. ^ I 
think h«r by no mews fo very encbaatr 
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The ftltue of Truth on the motitiftiettf 
of Alexander VII. has likewifebccn clothed 
for fitnilar reafons ; the covering the axtift 
had given her not being thought fufficient 
where there are fo many " Holy men of God'* 
in the way. This monument is one of the 
moft admired compofitions of Bernini, 
though the work of his old age. Over a 
door, -made to reprefent tke e«Ltrance of the 
tomb, is a vaft piece of drap«y of Sicilian 
marble ; from under which Death appears 
preparing to ftrike the Pope, who is kneeling 
above, accompanied by Juftice, Prudence, 
Charity, and Truth; To the two laft he 
had no claim, and cianfequently but litde to 
the firft. The figure of Alexander expreffes 
but too-juftly his fneaking hypocritical cha- 
ra^er ; and I could not help thinking, that 
Truth fhrinking, as* it were, into the folds c^ 
the drapery, feemed afliamed to own him 
as-her friend. 

Near this is the fepulchre of Innocent XI. 
much kiffed by the faithful, though he has 
not yet been canoni2ed ; and over the door 
of the ftaircafe is a neat monument for the 
pretended QueenofEngland,wifeofJame8lII# 

with 
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with her portrait in mofaic ; at the back of 
which^ on the ftairs, may be feen a grey 
marble farcophagos containing her body* 
This princefs wavS generally beloved at Rome* 
A certain traveller of very high rank is faid 
to have met with a:fharp rebuff on throwing 
put fome farcafms at feeing her monument. 

In the chapel of the Sacrament is a fingu- 
Jar tqmb of bronze, not much raifed above 
the ground, ereQed by Pope Julius II. who 
is alfo buried here, in memory of his uncle ' 
and predeceflbr, Sixtus I V, The bas-reliefs 
are in a hard dry ftyle* 

We defcended into the fubterraneous 
ch^els, under the great dome, where are the 
bodies of St. Peter and St. Paul, and many 
other relicks j with a profufion of fculptures, 
mofaics, and infgriptions of the earlier ages 
of Chriftianity, taken from the former 
^church which flood in this place, the floor 
of which is partly preferved, and forms that 
of this fubterraneous chdrch ; for it was 
thought too facred to be deftroyed whep thp 
new one was built. Here reft the bodies of 
many Popes inclofed in ftone tombs, fome 
of them with their eflilgies, as that of Alex- 
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imder VT. others with their names ooiy. 
Among them I ohferved that of the old 
Pretender, called James III. King of £ng« 
land, vho died in 1766, or 1767. His 
body is to be removed from hence intp a 
monument intended to be ereded oppofite 
to that of his confort above mentioned. 

The new facrifty adjoining to St. Peter's 
Church is a fumptuous edifice. The prefent 
Pope, whofe ftatue appears in the veftibule, 
has had the completion of this building 
much at heart, and it is now finifhed. The 
furniture is all of yellow fatin wood with 
mouldings of various brown woods, ex- 
tremely elegant. On the whole, the tafte 
of this building is not of the firil rank, and 
in many parts it reminds one of the Grecian 
painter, who, not being able to draw Helen 
handfome, was determined at leaft to make 
her rich. 

One fine afternoon, the 13th of April, 
we afcended the dome of St. Peter's, even 
into the ball, where we found a Swedifh 
infcription, fignifying that Guftavus III. 
had been there before us. The view from 
hence rewarded us for all our pains, which 
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were not inconfiderable, as the latter part of 
the afcent is very bad, the ladders not being 
near fo well contrived as thofe in St. Paul's. 
We then walked round the galleries within 
the dome, and faw that flupendous fabrick 
in a new point of view, with its large mb- 
faics, admirably well calculated to have an 
cfFe£t when feen from below. They are in 
the moft complete prefervation, and every 
part is kept perfectly clean. The vaults of 
the nave and aiflcs are differently ornament- 
ed, being difpofed in oblong compartihents 
of ftucco work, in white and gold, as i% 
the roof of the veftibule. This kind of ceiU 
ing is, in my opinion, the richeft in efied, 
as well as the moft proper of all. It is mor- 
tifying to fee a fine painting placed in the 
only part of an apartment in which a fpec- 
tator cannot fee it with eafe, as is precifely 
the cafe with a painted ceiling. Thefe per* 
formances are often indeed fo full of diftor- 
tions, meant for forefhortening and perlpec- 
tive, and fo defefkive in colouring, that a 
connoifleur is fatisfied with a fingle glance 
of them ; but he cannot get rid. of their 
effed:; their glaring and fcattered colours 
2 (^eftroy 
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deftroy the hannony of every thing in the 
room, and the eye has no where to repofc. 
The modem fafhion of painting ceilings in 
minute compartments, which is like fetting 
the dome of St. Peter's with miniatures, is 
free from the difadvantagf s above mention-* 
ed ; becaufe the paintings are almoft invifi;- 
ble, and unlefs pointed out to us, may to- 
tally efcape notice; But if ceilings muft be 
highly enriched, their defign fliould never- 
thelefs be fimple and uniform, and their 
whole efFed fliould ftrike, rather than any 
particular parts* I have no. where feen a 
vaulted ceiling of white and gold fo happily 
employed, as in a room at Harewood, in 
Yofkftiire, the noble feat of Lord Hare« 
wood. It is rather more elegant than thofe 
of St. Peter's, and harmonizes more perfed-r 
ly with the reft of the apartment, 
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